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THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
 

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  
a f f a i r s  o f  t w o  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  -- a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  f o r e s t r y .  T o  t h a t  e n d ,  t h e  a g e n c y  
i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  l a w s ,  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
g r o w i n g ,  h a r v e s t i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  s t o r a g e  a n d  s a l e  o f  c r o p  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  c o m m o d i t i e s .  

T o  e f f e c t  t h e s e  g o a l s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  d i v i s i o n s : o n e  s e r v e s  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l ,  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a g e n c y ;  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  
a r e  l a r g e l y  r e g u l a t o r y ,  s e r v i n g  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  g o v e r n  t h e  g r o w i n g ,  
h a r v e s t i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  c r o p s  a n d  l i v e s t o c k .  

M o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  l a w s ,  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n  t h e  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s ;  t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  a n d  s e e d s ;  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a n i m a l  h e a l t h  a n d  f o o d  s a f e t y ;  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  g r a i n s ;  t h e  
i n s p e c t i o n  o f  f r u i t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  m e a t s ,  m a j o r  r o w  c r o p s  a n d  e g g s ;  p r o g r a m s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  h e a l t h  
a n d  l o n g -t e r m  v i a b i l i t y  o f  o u r  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  f l o r i s t s  a n d  n u r s e r y m e n ;  
t h e  p o l i c i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  a n d  r u r a l  f a r m  t h e f t ;  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  l i v e s t o c k  b r a n d s ;  t h e  c a l i b r a t i o n  
o f  m o t o r  f u e l  p u m p s ;  t h e  c a l i b r a t i o n  o f  a l l  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  w e i g h  a n d  m e a s u r e  i t e m s  f o r  
c o m m e r c i a l  s a l e  a n d  t h e  g r o w i n g  o f  f o r e s t r y  s e e d l i n g  s t o c k .  

T h e s e  l a w s ,  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a l s o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f o o d  i s  s a f e  t o  e a t  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  
p r e p a r e d  i n  s a n i t a r y  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h a t  o u r  f o r e s t s  a r e  r e p l a n t e d  f o r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  
p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  d i s e a s e s  a n d  f i r e .  

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  w o r k s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e ,  r e g i o n a l ,  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c t o r s  o f  
b u s i n e s s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  g e n e r a l  o v e r s i g h t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  m a n y  o f  
t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  r u r a l  L o u i s i a n a .  
 

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  ( L D A F )  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e s : 
 

O f f i c e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  ( A E S )  
 

O f f i c e  o f  A g r o -C o n s u m e r  S e r v i c e s  ( A C S )  
 

O f f i c e  o f  A n i m a l  H e a l t h  a n d  F o o d  S a f e t y  ( A H F S )  
 

O f f i c e  o f  F o r e s t r y  
 

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e  ( O M F )  
 

O f f i c e  o f  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  ( S W C )  
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D r .  M ar k  L e b l anc ,  D i r e c t o r  – A g r i c u l t u r al  C h e m i s t r y  P r o g r am s  D i v i s i o n 
 

C r ai g  R o u s s e l ,  D i r e c t o r  – H o r t i c u l t u r e  and  Q u ar ant i ne  P r o g r am s  D i v i s i o n 
 

L ar r y  L e j e u ne ,  D i r e c t o r  – P e s t i c i d e  and  E nv i r o nm e nt al  P r o g r am s  D i v i s i o n 
 

E r i c  G at e s ,  D i r e c t o r  – S e e d  P r o g r am s  D i v i s i o n 
 



 
 
 

OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
P r o g r a m  S u m m a r y  

 
T h e  O f f i c e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  f o u r  d i v i s i o n s : 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  P r o g r a m s ,  H o r t i c u l t u r e  a n d  Q u a r a n t i n e  P r o g r a m s ,  P e s t i c i d e  a n d  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o g r a m s ,  a n d  S e e d  P r o g r a m s . T h e  O f f i c e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
S c i e n c e s  r e c e i v e s  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  R .S . 3 6 :6 2 8 ( C ) .  T h e  O f f i c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  2 4 m a j o r  p r o g r a m  
a r e a s : 
 

A p i a r y  R e g u l a t i o n    P e s t i c i d e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g    
 B i o t e c h n o l o g y     P e s t i c i d e  E n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  C o m p l i a n c e   
 B o l l  W e e v i l  E r a d i c a t i o n   P e s t i c i d e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

C o o p e r a t i v e  A g r i c . P e s t  S u r v e y  P e s t i c i d e  W a s t e  C o n t r o l  
E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s    P l a n t  P e s t  I n s p e c t i o n s  
E x p o r t  C e r t i f i c a t i o n    Q u a r a n t i n e  A u t h o r i t y  
F e e d  R e g u l a t i o n    S e e d  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
F e r t i l i z e r  R e g u l a t i o n    S e e d  R e g u l a t i o n  
F o o d  S a f e t y     S t r u c t u r a l  P e s t  C o n t r o l  
H o r t i c u l t u r e  R e g u l a t i o n   S w e e t  P o t a t o  I n s p e c t i o n s  
N u r s e r y  I n s p e c t i o n s    W a t e r  Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  
O r g a n i c  C e r t i f i c a t i o n    W o r k e r  P r o t e c t i o n  
 

 T h e  f o l l o w i n g  C o m m i s s i o n s  a r e  h o u s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  O f f i c e : 
  
 B o l l  W e e v i l  E r a d i c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  

F e e d  C o m m i s s i o n  
F e r t i l i z e r  C o m m i s s i o n  
H o r t i c u l t u r e  C o m m i s s i o n  
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P e s t i c i d e s  
S e e d  C o m m i s s i o n  
S t r u c t u r a l  P e s t  C o n t r o l  C o m m i s s i o n  
S w e e t  P o t a t o  A d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  
 
T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  

a n i m a l  f e e d s ,  p e t  f o o d s ,  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i m i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p e s t i c i d e s  m e e t  a l l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  l a w ;  t o  m o n i t o r ,  p r e v e n t ,  c o n t r o l  a n d  e r a d i c a t e  p l a n t  p e s t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  
t h r e a t e n  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  e c o n o m y ;  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p o r t s  
t h r o u g h  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t s ;  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  
i n  t h e  g r e e n  i n d u s t r y ;  t o  p r o t e c t  h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  
l a b e l i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s t o r a g e ,  u s e ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  p e s t i c i d e s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  a l l  p e s t i c i d e  l a w s ;  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s e e d  s o l d  f o r  p l a n t i n g  m e e t s  l a b e l  g u a r a n t e e s  
a n d  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s ;  a n d  t o  e n s u r e  a  s a f e ,  a b u n d a n t  s u p p l y  o f  f o o d  a n d  f i b e r . 

 
 T h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  a r e  t o : 1 )  a s s u r e ,  
t h r o u g h  s a m p l i n g  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h a t  f e e d ,  f e r t i l i z e r ,  l i m e ,  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  i m p o r t e d  a n d  
e x p o r t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  p e s t i c i d e s ,  a n d  s e e d s  m e e t  o r  e x c e e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  b y  
f e d e r a l  a n d  L o u i s i a n a  l a w s ,  r u l e s ,  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  a n d  2 )  t h r o u g h  l i c e n s i n g ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  a s s u r e  a  l e v e l  o f  c o m p e t e n c y  i n  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o d u c t s  p r o v i d e d  b y  



those industries regulated in an effort to protect the public and the environment. 
 

The O ffice is administered by  an A ssistant C ommissioner. E ach D ivision is under the 
direction of a D ivision D irector w ith programs administered by  D irectors and A ssistant 
D irectors. A  statew ide force of 4 7  agricultural environmental specialists,  i.e.,  inspectors,  carry  
out field inspections and investigations to ensure compliance w ith law s.  These specialists are 
spread across the state in seven districts. These specialists are cross-trained in all O ffice 
programs to ensure proficiency  in each area.  V iolators of regulations may  be issued w arnings or 
brought before a C ommission to answ er alleged violations.  

 
A  summary  of the programs and services w ithin the O ffice of A gricultural and 

E nvironmental S ciences is included herein. 



 
H O R T I C U L T U R E  A N D  Q U A R A N T I N E  P R O G R A M S  D I V I S I O N  

The Horticulture and Quarantine P rog ram s  D iv is ion is  res p ons ib le f or adm inis tering  p rog ram s  
under the f ollow ing  leg al citations :  
1 .   L ouis iana Horticulture C om m is s ion -  R . S .  3 : 3 8 0 1 -3 8 1 6; 
   L A C  7 X X I X . 1 0 1 -1 2 3  
2 .   C rop  P es ts  and D is eas es  L aw   R . S .  3 : 1 65 1 -1 65 6 
3 .   S w eet P otato D is eas es  L aw   R . S .  3 : 1 7 3 1 -1 7 3 6 
4.  S w eet P otato A dv ertis ing  and P rom otion L aw  R . S .  3 : 1 7 41 -1 7 48  
5 .   Quarantine R eg ulations                                              L A C  7 X V . 1 0 1 -1 63  
6.   L ouis iana A p iary  L aw    R . S .  3 : 2 3 0 1 -2 3 1 1 ;  
  L A C  7 X X I . 2 5 0 1 -2 5 2 1  
7 .   B oll W eev il E radication L aw   R . S .  3 : 1 60 1 -1 61 7 ; 
  L A C  7 X V . 3 0 1 -3 2 7  
8 .   U S D A -A P HI S -P P Q C oop erativ e P rog ram s  
 a.   P lant P rotection A ct - 7  U . S . C .  7 7 0 1  et s eq .  
 b .   F ederal N ox ious  W eed A ct ( in p art)  - 7  U . S . C .  2 8 0 1  et s eq .  
 c.   F ederal R eg ulations  - 7  C F R  3 0 0 -3 9 9  
  
I .  L O U I S I A N A  H O R T I C U L T U R E  C O M M I S S I O N  
 The p urp os e of  the Horticulture C om m is s ion is  to p rotect the p ub lic and the env ironm ent 
of  L ouis iana b y  ov ers eeing  the q ualif ications  and p ractices  of  p ers ons  eng ag ed in the g reen 
indus try  throug h ef f ectiv e licens ing ,  p erm itting ,  and enf orcem ent activ ities .   The C om m is s ion 
licens es  indiv iduals ,  throug h ex am ination,  w ho w is h to p rov ide p rof es s ional s erv ices  in the 
f ollow ing  areas :  L ands cap e A rchitect,  L ands cap e Horticulturis t,  L ands cap e I rrig ation C ontractor,  
A rb oris t,  U tility  A rb oris t,  R etail F loris t and W holes ale F loris t.   Thes e are s p ecializ ed areas  in 
w hich the p ers on m us t hav e a thoroug h k now ledg e in order to p erf orm  thes e s erv ices  correctly .   
I n addition to the ab ov e areas ,  the C om m is s ion als o is s ues  p erm its  to thos e p ers ons  w is hing  to 
eng ag e in the occup ations  of  N urs ery  S tock  D ealer and C ut F low er D ealer.  

The C om m is s ion is  authoriz ed b y  law  to g ov ern the q ualif ications  and p ractices  of  
p ers ons  eng ag ed in thes e p rof es s ions  and occup ations ,  to hold hearing s  and conduct 
inv es tig ations ,  to do all thing s  neces s ary  to p rev ent f raudulent p ractices  b y  thes e p ers ons  and to 
encourag e thes e p ers ons  to p articip ate in continuing  education p rog ram s .   W e m ak e routine 
ins p ections  on the licens e and p erm it holders  to check  the q uality  of  their s erv ices  and p roducts ,  
including  p lant p es t p urp os es .   W e inv es tig ate com p laints  of  p ers ons  v iolating  this  law .   
O f tentim es  w e are called on to help  s ettle dis p utes  b etw een cons um ers  and the p ers ons  reg ulated.   
W e hold hearing s  q uarterly  and as s es s  p enalties  in connection w ith v iolations .   W e w ork  clos ely  
w ith indus try  as s ociations ,  w hich conduct m eeting s ,  s em inars ,  w ork s hop s ,  etc.  in an ef f ort to 
k eep  thes e p ers ons  up -to-date w ith chang es  and adv ancem ents  in thes e f ields .  

The activ ities  of  the Horticulture C om m is s ion p artners  w ith the activ ities  of  L D A F ' s  
P lant P es t Quarantine P rog ram s  b y  p rov iding  authority  at the retail lev el in the s urv eillance of  
p lant p es ts  that could endang er L ouis iana' s  ag ricultural ( f ood and f ib er s up p l y ) ,  f ores try ,  and 



horticultural industries and the env ironm ent.   E ach state has som e m eans of  reg ulating  p lant 
p ests throug h the m ov em ent of  nursery  stock .   S ince these p lant m aterials are not consum ed or 
p rocessed in any  m anner,  nursery  stock  p rov ides an ideal env ironm ent f or p lant p ests and 
diseases to surv iv e and sp read.   T he H orticulture C om m ission m aintains a readily  av ailab le list 
of  all p ersons handling  ornam ental p lant m aterials,  should action b e req uired to resp ond to the 
introduction of  a detrim ental p lant p est.  

T he p urp ose of  licensing ,  p erm itting  and reg ulating  p ersons in these areas is to ensure 
that the consum er receiv es a q uality  p roduct and/ or serv ice.   I n m any  cases the serv ices p rov ided 
w ill hav e a long -term  ef f ect on p rop erties inv olv ed,  including  the real estate v alue of  that 
p rop erty .  

 
L I C E NS E S  A ND  P E R M I T S  I S S U E D  
 
TYPE 

 
2 0 0 4  

 
2 0 0 5  

 
2 0 0 6  

 
2 0 0 7  

 
2 0 0 8 

 
*L andscap e C ontractor 

 
1 6 4 5  

 
1 6 7 7  

 
1 6 5 8  

 
1 7 3 2  

 
N/ A  

 
*H orticulturist 

 
1 0 1 9 

 
1 0 3 1  

 
996  

 
1 0 0 7  

 
N/ A  

 
*L andscap e H orticulturist 

 
N/ A  

 
N/ A  

 
N/ A  

 
N/ A  

 
2 0 1 5  

**L andscap e I rrig ation 
C ontractor 

 
N/ A  

 
9 

 
1 93  

 
2 2 4  

 
2 5 7  

 
W holesale F lorist 

 
7 6  

 
7 3  

 
7 0  

 
6 6  

 
5 9 

 
R etail F lorist 

 
2 7 1 0  

 
2 6 1 1  

 
2 5 6 3  

 
2 5 7 6  

 
2 5 1 2  

 
A rb orist 

 
4 8 4  

 
5 0 0  

 
5 5 7  

 
5 96  

 
6 0 0  

 
U tility  A rb orist 

 
1 6 0  

 
1 5 0  

 
1 4 8  

 
1 5 2  

 
1 6 2  

 
L andscap e A rchitect 

 
3 6 2  

 
3 7 6  

 
3 7 8  

 
3 95  

 
3 6 7  

 
Nursery  S tock  D ealer 

 
1 3 8 1  

 
1 3 6 3  

 
1 3 1 4  

 
1 3 6 9 

 
1 3 92  

 
C ut F low er D ealer 

 
1 1 2 1  

 
1 0 96  

 
1 0 3 0  

 
1 0 1 2  

 
993  

 
TO TA L S  

 
8, 9 5 8 

 
8, 886  

 
8, 9 0 7  

 
9 , 1 2 9  

 
8, 3 5 7  

*The 2008 legislative session combined landscape contractor and horticulturist licenses, thus eliminating 687 
individuals w ho carried both and now  need only  one.  
* * The 2004  legislative session passed a law  req uiring the licensing of  landscape irrigation contractors.   The f irst 
license w as issued in 2005 .  



 
E N F O R C E M E N T  

M a n y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  o n  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  p e r s o n s  v i o l a t i n g  t h i s  l a w .   I f  t h e r e  
i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n ,  a  c o m p l i a n c e  o r d e r  i s  i s s u e d  t o  f i r s t -t i m e  o f f e n d e r s ,  w h i c h  o r d e r s  t h e m  
t o  c e a s e  a n d  d e s i s t  o r  o b t a i n  a  v a l i d  l i c e n s e  o r  p e r m i t .   R e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  a n  
a d j u d i c a t o r y  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .  

 
 2004 2005  2006  2007  2008  
N U M B E R  O F  
C O M P L I A N C E  
O R D E R S  

5 1  7 1  5 7  1 3 5  9 1  

N U M B E R  
O F  C A S E S  
H E A R D  

1 1  1 3  1 4  1 5  2 0  

F I N E S  
A S S E S S E D  $ 5 , 5 0 0  $ 1 2 , 5 0 0  $ 8 , 7 5 0  $ 1 1 , 2 5 0  $ 2 0 , 8 7 5  
 
I I .  Q U A R A N T I N E  P R O G R A M S   

T h e  s t a t e  q u a r a n t i n e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  C r o p  P e s t s  a n d  D i s e a s e s  L a w  
( R . S .  3 : 1 6 5 1 -1 6 5 5 ) ,  t h e  S w e e t  P o t a t o  L a w  ( R . S .  3 : 1 7 3 1 -1 7 3 6 )  a n d  t h e  Q u a r a n t i n e  R e g u l a t i o n s  
( L A C  7 X V . 1 0 1 -1 6 5 ) .   T h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  i s  t h e  a g e n c y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  p l a n t  p e s t s .   S u c h  a n  a g e n c y  e x i s t s  i n  e a c h  s t a t e .   E a c h  S t a t e  P l a n t  
R e g u l a t o r y  A g e n c y  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  R e g i o n a l  P l a n t  B o a r d  ( i n  o u r  c a s e  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P l a n t  
B o a r d ) ,  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P l a n t  B o a r d .   T h e s e  P l a n t  B o a r d s  p r o v i d e  a  m e a n s  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e s  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  U S D A ,  t o  d i s c u s s  p r o b l e m s  r e g a r d i n g  p l a n t  p e s t s  a n d  
d i s e a s e s .   A s  a  r e s u l t ,  s t a t e s  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  h o n o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t e d  
p l a n t  m a t e r i a l s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e .   C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  a r e  r e c i p r o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  
s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t h u s  p e r m i t t i n g  L o u i s i a n a  p r o d u c t s  t o  m o v e  f r e e l y  i n  c o m m e r c e  t o  o t h e r  
s t a t e s ,  w h i c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a n y  c o m m e r c i a l l y -p r o d u c e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m o d i t y .  

S o m e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a r e  o u t l i n e d  b e l o w .  
 
A .  S W E E T  P O T A T O  P R O G R A M  
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  s w e e t  p o t a t o  w e e v i l  t o  N o r t h  

L o u i s i a n a  a n d  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  a l l  s h i p m e n t s  o f  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  f r o m  L o u i s i a n a  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  f r e e  
f r o m  s w e e t  p o t a t o  w e e v i l ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s .   L o u i s i a n a  i s  u n i q u e  i n  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  o t h e r  
s w e e t  p o t a t o  p r o d u c i n g  s t a t e s ,  w e  h a v e  a  l a r g e  c o m m e r c i a l  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  s w e e t  p o t a t o  w e e v i l -
i n f e s t e d  a r e a s .   L o u i s i a n a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  s w e e t  p o t a t o  p r o d u c i n g  s t a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  
b e h i n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a n d  M i s s i s s i p p i .   I n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  w e  m u s t  
m a i n t a i n  a v a i l a b l e  m a r k e t s .   S o m e  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  a r e  i n s p e c t e d  a n d  f o u n d  
a p p a r e n t l y  f r e e  f r o m  s w e e t  p o t a t o  w e e v i l  p r i o r  t o  s h i p m e n t .   O t h e r  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p o t a t o e s  a r e  
g r o w n  i n  a  w e e v i l -f r e e  a r e a .   T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  w e e v i l -f r e e  s t a t u s  o f  
N o r t h  L o u i s i a n a .   T h e  S w e e t  P o t a t o  F o u n d a t i o n  S e e d  P r o g r a m  a t  t h e  L S U  S w e e t  P o t a t o  
R e s e a r c h  S t a t i o n  i n  C h a s e ,  L o u i s i a n a  i s  a l s o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  w e e v i l -f r e e  
s t a t u s  o f  N o r t h  L o u i s i a n a .   T h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  h e l p s  t o  r e d u c e  w e e v i l  
p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  i n s u r e s  t h a t  p o t a t o e s  s o l d  i n  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  a r e  f r e e  f r o m  w e e v i l s ,  t h e r e f o r e  
h i g h  i n  q u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o n s u m e r .   B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  1 9 9 5 -9 6  s e a s o n ,  a  p h e r o m o n e  t r a p p i n g  
p r o g r a m  w a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  o u r  s w e e t  p o t a t o  w e e v i l -f r e e  “ g r e e n  t a g ”  a r e a  a s  a  r e g u l a t o r y  t o o l .   
U s e  o f  t r a p s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  d i s t i n c t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  w a y  t h e  s w e e t  p o t a t o  p r o g r a m  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  



and in the way weev i l  dis tr ib u tio n was  deter m ined and del ineated in o u r  g r een tag  ar ea.  I n 19 9 7  
we added G P S  m ap p ing  tec hno l o g y to  the p r o g r am  and b eg an m ap p ing  al l  c o m m er c ial  s weet 
p o tato  p r o du c tio n f iel ds  and s to r ag e s heds  in the g r een tag  ar ea.  T hen,  b eg inning  with the 
2001g r o wing  s eas o n,  G P S  m ap p ing  and p her o m o ne tr ap p ing    wer e ins titu ted s tatewide as  the 
o f f ic ial  m etho d o f  ins p ec tio n f o r  weev i l s .  R eg u l ato r y c hang es  wer e c o dif ied in 2001 and 
p o l ic ies  wer e dev el o p ed to  as s is tant in im p l em entatio n.  T ho s e am ended r eg u l atio ns  and p o l ic ies  
hav e r em ained in ef f ec t s inc e 2001.  I n additio n,  a b ar c o de s ys tem  f o r  m o nito r ing  tr ap s  was  
i m p l em ented in F Y  2005 -2006 .  I n s u m m ar y,  the p r o g r am  is  ac c o m p l i s hed as  f o l l o ws : 

S tatewide P r o g r am :  V is u al  ‘ p l atf o r m ’  ins p ec tio ns  f o r  ev er y l o ad o f  p o tato es  
s hip p ed within o r  o u t o f  the s tate ar e no  l o ng er  r eq u ir ed.  I ns tead,  p ac k er s  and s hip p er s  
s tam p  eac h inv o ic e/  b i l l  o f  l ading  with a nu m b er ed s tam p .  S tam p s  s er v e as  the ‘ weev i l  
p er m it.’   P l ac em ent o f  a tag  in eac h c o ntainer  o f  s weet p o tato es  is  s til l  m andato r y if  
r eq u ir ed b y the r ec eiv ing  s tate b u t tag s  no  l o ng er  r eq u ir e a date s tam p .  E ac h g r o wer  is  
r eq u ir ed to  s u b m it a l is ting  o f  s hed,  s eedb ed and f iel d l o c atio ns  to  L D A F  s o  thes e s ites  
c an b e m ap p ed and tr ap p ed.  T r ap s  ar e p l ac ed and c hec k ed thr o u g ho u t the s eas o n b y 
L D A F  ins p ec to r s  ac c o r ding  to  a s et p r o to c o l .  A l l  p o tato es  m u s t b e tr ans p o r ted in a 
m anner  to  p r ev ent s p il l ag e.  C u l l  p o tato es  m u s t b e dis p o s ed o f  in an ap p r o p r iate m anner .  

S weet p o tato  W eev il -F r ee “ G r een T ag ”  A r ea P r o g r am :  O nl y s eed that o r ig inates  
in a weev i l -f r ee ar ea m ay b e u s ed.  N o  s weet p o tato es  wil l  b e al l o wed to  b e s o l d o r  
u til iz ed as  deer  f eed o r  l iv es to c k  f eed.  I f  s weet p o tato  weev il s  ar e tr ap p ed o n any f iel d,  
that f iel d and any o ther  f iel d within 3 00 yar ds  wil l  b e dec l ar ed “ p ink  tag ”  and m u s t 
f o l l o w the “ p ink  tag ”  m andato r y s p r ay p r o g r am .  N o  p l anting  wil l  b e al l o wed within 100 
yar ds  o f  a l o c atio n wher e a s weet p o tato  weev il  was  tr ap p ed du r ing  the p r ev io u s  s eas o n. 

S weet p o tato  W eev i l -I nf es ted “ P ink  T ag ”  A r ea P r o g r am :  O nl y p r o p er l y tr eated 
s eed o r  s eed f r o m  weev i l -f r ee s o u r c es  m ay b e u s ed.  A l l  g r o wer s  m u s t f o l l o w a 
m andato r y weev i l  s p r ay p r o g r am  in s eedb eds  and f iel ds ,  des ig ned b y L S U .  S p r ay 
r ec o r ds  and p es tic ide p u r c has e r ec eip ts  m u s t b e k ep t and m ade av ail ab l e to  L D A F  
p er s o nnel  f o r  r ev iew.  N o  p o tato es  m ay b e s o l d as  f eed.  A  g r o wer  m ay f eed p o tato es  to  
c attl e o r  ho g s  o n his  o wn p r o p er ty.  ( H o wev er ,  o nl y c hip p ed p o tato es  m ay b e f ed to  
ho g s ) . 

F ees :  E ac h g r o wer  is  r eq u ir ed to  p ay a f ee b as ed o n the c o m m er c ial  ac r es  o f  
s weet p o tato es  he/ s he g r o ws  as  deter m ined b y G P S  m ap p ing .  T he S weet P o tato  
C o m m i s s io n es tab l is hes  an av er ag e yiel d p er  ac r e eac h year .  T his  yiel d m u l tip l ied b y the 
ac r es  deter m ines  the to tal  b u s hel  yiel d o n whic h the f ee is  b as ed.  A s  o f  2009 ,  the 
as s es s m ent f ee is  10-c ents  p er  b u s hel  ( 6 -c ents  f o r  the q u ar antine p r o g r am ,  4 -c ents  f o r  
adv er tis ing  and p r o m o tio n) .  S p l it inv o ic es  f o r  f ees  ar e s ent to  g r o wer s  f o r  p aym ent in 
O c to b er  and D ec em b er ,  with f u l l  p aym ent r eq u ir ed b y D ec em b er  15 th. 
Sweet Potato Program  I n f orm ati on  B y  F i s c al  Y ear 
 
C ategory  

 
2 0 0 4 -0 5  

 
2 0 0 5 -0 6  

 
2 0 0 6 -0 7  

 
2 0 0 7 -0 8  

 
2 0 0 8 -0 9  

S weet P o tato  D eal er  
P er m its  I s s u ed 221 217  215  19 6  18 5  
* S weet P o tato  R eg u l ato r y 
I ns p ec tio ns  C o ndu c ted 5 6 7  4 5 9  5 4 1 4 25  4 25  
%  W eev il -f r ee A c r es  6 7  7 3  7 2 6 8  6 7  
%  W eev i l  D am ag e to  
P o tato es  E nter ing  
P r o c es s ing  F ac i l ities  

< 1%  < 1%  < 1%  < 1%  < 1%  

* * I nf es ted P r o p er ties  2 0 1 0 0 
* Seed bed and field destruction, spray record checks, market inspections, packing shed inspections, etc. 

 ** N umber of properties in the w eev il-free, “ green-tag”  area found to hav e w eev ils 



 
S w e e t  P o t a t o  P r o d u c t i o n  ( i n  t o t a l  a c r e s  p l a n t e d )  B y  C r o p  Y e a r  
 
C a t e g o r y  

 
2 0 0 4  

 
2 0 0 5  

 
2 0 0 6  

 
2 0 0 7  

 
2 0 0 8  

# Acres 
P i n k  T a g  Area  

 
4 8 7 5  

 
4 5 0 6  

 
4 5 3 6  

 
4 4 4 7  

 
4 3 1 7  

# Acres 
G reen  T a g  Area  

 
1 0 0 7 0  

 
1 2 0 2 1  

 
1 1 5 3 8  

 
9 3 0 6  

 
8 8 0 4  

 
T o t a l  # Acres 

 
1 4 9 4 5  

 
1 6 5 2 7  

 
1 6 0 7 4  

 
1 3 7 5 3  

 
1 3 1 2 1  

 
W i t h  t h e co n t i n u ed  su ccess o f  t h e B ea u reg a rd  v a ri et y ,  a n d  t h e a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e n ew  

E v a n g el i n e v a ri et y ,  p ro d u ct i o n  i s f a i rl y  st ea d y  i n  L o u i si a n a .   G ro w ers co n t i n u e t o  co m p et e w i t h  
o t h er sw eet  p o t a t o  p ro d u ct i o n  st a t es f o r m a rk et s.   H o w ev er,  a f t er n ea rl y  a  d eca d e o f  i n co n si st en t ,  
a d v erse w ea t h er co n d i t i o n s,  t h e p a st  f i v e g ro w i n g  sea so n s h a v e reco rd ed  a  n o t a b l e d ecl i n e i n  t h e 
n u m b er o f  g ro w ers a n d  h a rv est ed  a cres.   T h e L D AF  p ro g ra m  en a b l es L o u i si a n a  sw eet  p o t a t o es 
t o  m o v e t h ro u g h o u t  t h e co u n t ry ,  g a rn eri n g  a  $ 1  p er b o x  p rem i u m  o v er o t h er st a t es.   R ecen t l y ,  t h e 
st a t e i n v est ed  $ 3 7  m i l l i o n  i n  a t t ra ct i n g  C o n Ag ra  L a m b  W est o n  t o  b u i l d  a  p ro cessi n g  f a ci l i t y  i n  
o u r w eev i l -f ree a rea  o f  N o rt h ea st  L o u i si a n a .   L D AF  p ro g ra m  a ct i v i t y  i s a n  i n t eg ra l  p a rt  o f  
p ro t ect i n g  t h a t  i n v est m en t .  

B .  N U R S E R Y  P R O G R AM  
T h e p u rp o se o f  t h e n u rsery  i n sp ect i o n  p ro g ra m  i s t o  co n t ro l ,  era d i ca t e,  o r p rev en t  t h e 

i n t ro d u ct i o n ,  sp rea d ,  o r d i ssem i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  i n j u ri o u s cro p  a n d  f ru i t  p est s a n d  d i sea ses i n  
a g ri cu l t u ra l  co m m o d i t i es w h i ch  m o v e i n  i n t erst a t e co m m erce.   N u rsery  p l a n t s p ro v i d e a n  i d ea l  
en v i ro n m en t  f o r p l a n t  p est s a n d  d i sea ses t o  su rv i v e a n d  sp rea d .   S i n ce t h ese p l a n t  m a t eri a l s a re 
n o t  co n su m ed  o r p ro cessed  i n  a n y  m a n n er,  t h ey  a re a  p ri m a ry  so u rce o f  t ra n sp o rt i n g  m a n y  o f  
t h ese p est s.    

I n  o rd er f o r a  n u rsery  t o  sh i p  p l a n t  m a t eri a l s i n  i n t erst a t e co m m erce,  t h e v a ri o u s st a t es 
req u i re t h a t  i t  b e i n sp ect ed  a n d  cert i f i ed  a p p a ren t l y  f ree o f  i n j u ri o u s p est s a n d  d i sea ses.   T h i s 
serv es t o  p rev en t  t h e sp rea d  o f  cert a i n  p est s f ro m  L o u i si a n a  t o  o t h er st a t es.   I t  a l so  serv es a s t h e 
p ri m a ry  m ea n s t o  p rev en t  t h e i n t ro d u ct i o n  a n d  sp rea d  o f  p l a n t  p est s a n d  d i sea ses f ro m  o t h er 
st a t es o r co u n t ri es i n t o  L o u i si a n a .   T h ese p l a n t  p est s ca n  b eco m e v ery  d est ru ct i v e a n d  t h rea t en  
t h e g ro w t h  o f  t h e n u rsery  i n d u st ry  w i t h i n  t h i s st a t e,  w h i ch  h a s a n  est i m a t ed  v a l u e o f  
a p p ro x i m a t el y  $ 1 7 0  m i l l i o n  i n  2 0 0 8 .    

P l a n t  p est s ca n  a l so  b e d et ri m en t a l  t o  a l l  a sp ect s o f  a g ri cu l t u re a n d  t h e en v i ro n m en t  a n d  
i n  so m e ca ses,  a  p u b l i c n u i sa n ce.   T h e p ro g ra m  o f f ers co n su m er p ro t ect i o n  i n  t h a t  t h e p l a n t  
m a t eri a l s p u rch a sed  a re g en era l l y  f ree f ro m  m a j o r p est s a n d  d i sea ses,  w h i ch  a d d s t o  t h e l i f e o f  
t h e p l a n t s t h ey  p u rch a se.   T h e p ro g ra m  a l so  p rev en t s t h e sp rea d  o f  t h ese p est s t o  o t h er p l a n t s i n  
t h e co n su m er l a n d sca p e.   O n  a  l a rg er sca l e,  t h e p ro g ra m  p rev en t s L o u i si a n a  f ro m  b eco m i n g  a  
“ d u m p i n g  g ro u n d ”  f o r p o o r q u a l i t y ,  p est  l a d en  p l a n t  m a t eri a l s f ro m  w h i ch  t h e co n su m i n g  p u b l i c 
a n d  o t h er L o u i si a n a  a g ri cu l t u ra l  i n d u st ri es a n d  t h e en v i ro n m en t  w o u l d  o t h erw i se h a v e n o  
p ro t ect i o n .   

T h e L o u i si a n a  D ep a rt m en t  o f  Ag ri cu l t u re a n d  F o rest ry  a l so  h a s a  C o o p era t i v e Ag reem en t  
w i t h  t h e U S D A-AP H I S -P P Q  f o r t h e cert i f i ca t i o n  o f  n u rsery  st o ck  a n d  o t h er reg u l a t ed  a rt i cl es f o r 
t h e i m p o rt ed  f i re a n t .   L o u i si a n a  i s i d en t i f i ed  a s g en era l l y  i n f est ed  w i t h  t h i s p est  a n d  a n y  
reg u l a t ed  co m m o d i t i es m o v i n g  i n  i n t erst a t e co m m erce t o  a rea s f ree f ro m  t h e i m p o rt ed  f i re a n t  
m u st  b e cert i f i ed  i n  a cco rd a n ce w i t h  cu rren t  F ed era l  i m p o rt ed  f i re a n t  q u a ra n t i n e g u i d el i n es.   
P ro v i d i n g  cu rren t  i m p o rt ed  f i re a n t  i n f o rm a t i o n ,  m a i n t en a n ce o f  a  l i st i n g  o f  a ct i v e p a rt i ci p a n t s,  
m o n i t o ri n g  t rea t m en t s,  so i l  sa m p l e co l l ect i o n s,  a n d  reco rd  k eep i n g  a re a n  i m p o rt a n t  p a rt  o f  t h e 
cert i f i ca t i o n  p ro cess f o r t h o se n u rsery m en  d esi ri n g  t o  sh i p  t h ei r n u rsery  st o ck  i n t o  i m p o rt ed  f i re 



ant free areas in the United States and other countries. 
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8 7 2  

 
8 5 2  
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2 2 3  

 
1 9 3  
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unav ail ab l e 

 
1 5 7  

 
1 8 5  

 
C . C A P S ( C O O P E R A T I V E  A G R I C UL T UR A L  P E ST  SUR V E Y  P R O G R A M )  
T he C A P S p rog ram  b eg an in 1 9 8 2 . H istorical l y ,  C A P S has b een a com b ined effort b y  

federal  and state ag ricul tural  org aniz ations to col l ect and m anag e data on p l ant p ests,  w eeds,  and 
b iol og ical  control  ag ents. Surv ey  targ ets hav e incl uded w eeds,  nem atodes,  p l ant diseases,  insects,  
snail s,  and other inv erteb rates.  T he U.S. D ep artm ent of A g ricul ture,  A nim al  and P l ant H eal th 
I nsp ection Serv ice,  P l ant P rotection and Q uarantine ( USD A -A P H I S-P P Q )  has p rov ided national  
and reg ional  coordination and funding  to sup p l em ent and enhance State p est surv ey  and 
detection p rog ram s. 

T he L ouisiana D ep artm ent of A g ricul ture and F orestry  ( L D A F )  is the state p l ant 
reg ul atory  ag ency  and is charg ed w ith a p l ant p est p rev ention m ission to p rotect the state’ s 
ag ricul ture and env ironm ent from  the dam ag ing  effects of p l ant p ests.  State p l ant reg ul atory  
ag encies,  as p art of their op erations,  interface w ith USD A -A P H I S-P P Q ,  to form  a State/ F ederal  
p artnership  in m any  coop erativ e p l ant p est p rev ention and control  p rog ram s.  I n addition to 
coop erating  w ith USD A -A P H I S-P P Q  on p ests of national  i m p ortance,  state p l ant reg ul atory  
ag encies are resp onsib l e for conducting  p l ant and p l ant p roduct insp ection and certification 
p rog ram s for com m odities such as nursery  stock  and other state reg ul ated ag ricul tural  articl es.  
State p l ant p est reg ul atory  ag encies m ak e p l ant p est ob serv ations and conduct state sup p orted 
surv ey s as p art of their resp onsib i l ities.  T he inform ation col l ected b y  states during  these surv ey s 
enhances the functional ity  of the C A P S p rog ram . 

M ul ti-g ov ernm ental  ag ency  and m ul ti-discip l inary  inv ol v em ent hav e b een achiev ed 
throug h state,  reg ional ,  and national  com m ittees,  and throug h state,  reg ional ,  or national  p roj ects. 
I n the p ast,  m any  p articip ants in this p rog ram  w ere interested in m onitoring  endem ic p l ant p ests 
to determ ine first-of-season occurrences,  econom ical l y  i m p ortant p l ant p est p op ul ation l ev el s,  
and other p est-rel ated p henom ena.  

T he three m ain resp onsib il ities of USD A -A P H I S-P P Q  are:  
1 .  T o p rotect A m erican ag ricul ture and env ironm ent from  foreig n p l ant p est 

introductions and estab l ishm ent (  C A P S G oal  I  - E arl y  detection of ex otic p l ant p ests and 
w eeds) . 

2 .  T o conduct eradication or control  p rog ram s as authoriz ed b y  l eg isl ation or 
reg ul ation ( C A P S G oal  I I  - M aintain a p est inform ation datab ase to sup p ort the 
coop erativ e m anag em ent of P P Q  p rog ram  p ests and b iol og ical  control  p rog ram s) . 

3 .  T o facil itate international  ag ricul tural  com m erce ( C A P S G oal  I I I  – P rov ide 
tim el y  and accurate p l ant p est and w eed distrib ution data to sup p ort ex p ort of U.S. 
ag ricul tural  p roducts) . 
 



The current CAPS goals were developed to support PPQ efforts for fulfilling these 
responsib ilities.  The CAPS program  assists U SD A-APH I S-PPQ in m eeting its three m ain 
responsib ilities b y  supply ing a m eans of detection,  docum entation,  and rapid dissem ination of 
inform ation on survey s for plant pests and weeds in the U nited States.  The program  has also 
provided U SD A-APH I S-PPQ and cooperators with geographic distrib ution inform ation on 
endem ic pests in the U nited States.  This plant pest data has b een used in negotiating 
phy tosanitary  agreem ents for international trade and m ak ing m anagem ent,  b udgeting,  and 
program  decisions. 

 CAPS G oals 
G oal I :   E arly  detection of ex otic plant pests and weeds. 
CAPS cooperators will conduct directed detection survey s b ased on pest risk  

assessm ents for organism s that dem onstrate a high risk  of entering the U nited States and 
m ay  have a high prob ab ility  of b ecom ing estab lished and reaching significant pest status.  
E arly  pest detection is an im portant elem ent of the safeguarding sy stem  to protect the 
N ation’ s agriculture,  environm ent,  natural resources,  and econom ic well b eing from  
unintentional pest introductions as well as from  b ioterrorist attack s.  I t also serves as a 
com ponent of the hom eland security  initiative.  The program  will ensure that an earl y  
detection of an ex otic plant pest or weed results in rapid and appropriate actions.  
Com ponents of an early  detection program  encom pass such areas as analy sis of 
interception data,  tax onom ic support,  pest inform ation,  pest risk  assessm ents,  pathway  
analy ses,  offshore pest inform ation,  and risk  m apping and guidelines for reporting new 
detections. 

G oal I I :   M aintain a pest inform ation datab ase to support the cooperative 
m anagem ent of PPQ program  pests and b iological control program s. 

The program  will enhance agricultural plant pest data collection and analy sis to 
support the cooperative m anagem ent of PPQ program  pests,  weeds,  and b iological 
control agents using the N ational Agricultural Pest I nform ation Sy stem  ( N API S) .  
Agricultural plant pest data collection and handling will b e enhanced b y  providing 
training for cooperators;  m ore sophisticated graphic representations of data,  such as 
m apping;  increased evaluation of data collection devices,  such as personal digital 
assistants ( PD A’ s) ;  and glob al positioning sy stem  ( G PS)  units.  F ield personnel use those 
devices to collect and enter data into N API S,  and b y  conducting additional data q uality  
m onitoring and link ages with other datab ases.  CAPS personnel will conduct the 
evaluation of data collection devices in cooperation with PPQ’ s Center for Plant H ealth 
Science and Technology  ( CPH ST) .  I n the future,  it m ay  b e necessary  to ob tain certain 
historical pest inform ation in each State for use in risk  b ased m apping and m odeling 
program s for the N ational Pest D etection Program s.  The CAPS com m unity  will also help 
provide b iological inform ation on specific pests,  hosts,  and b eneficial organism s.  This 
inform ation m ay  b e used for developing plant pest m anagem ent strategies,  advisories,  
and activities which assist scientists,  program  m anagers,  and agrib usiness related entities 
to optim iz e econom ic return while m inim iz ing environm ental degradation,  food safety  
risk s,  and other unwanted sociological and environm ental conseq uences including 
b ioterrorism  and b iosecurity  concerns. 

G oal I I I :   Provide tim el y  and accurate plant pest and weed distrib ution data to 
support ex port of U .S. agricultural products. 

The CAPS Program  will provide plant pest distrib ution data ( presence/ ab sence)  to 
county  level resolution.  This data will support the developm ent and/ or ex pansion of 
specific ex port m ark ets where ex port of agricultural products has b een or m ay  b e 
i m paired b ecause of inadeq uate or inaccurate plant pest occurrence data ( such as lack  of 
dem onstrated pest free z ones) . 



Goal IV:  Enhance CAPS communications network 
CAPS,  b y  its title,  is a coop erativ e p rog ram req uiring  coord ination and  communication 

b etween many  f ed eral,  reg ional,  state,  county ,  and  p riv ate entities.   T hroug h the use of  ex p and ed  
coop erativ e ag reements with v arious entities,  CAPS will ex p and  the communications network 
and  scop e of  surv ey  activ ities.   T he ex p and ed  scop e will ad d ress unintentional p est introd uctions 
and  b ioterrorist threats.   T he ind iv id uals hired  to f ill PPQ ’ s newly  created  Pest Surv ey  Sp ecialists 
( PSS)  p ositions,  working  with the State Surv ey  Coord inators ( SSC’ s)  and  State CAPS 
Committees ( SCC’ s) ,  will f acilitate surv ey  coord ination and  enhance communication.  

In 2 0 0 2 ,  the L ouisiana D ep artment of  Ag riculture and  F orestry  estab lished  a Prog ram 
Coord inator p osition ( or SSC)  to manag e the CAPS p rog ram in L ouisiana.   T his p erson is in 
charg e of  writing  f und ing  p rop osals f or surv ey s,  estab lishing  the state CAPS committee and  
coord inating  surv ey s if  f und ing  is ap p rov ed .   Since the ind uction of  the CAPS p rog ram,  L D AF  
has surv ey ed  the state f or numerous p ests and  has d eemed  this p rog ram as b eing  v ital to the 
f uture of  ag riculture and  f orestry .    L SU  Ag Center has also cond ucted  surv ey s f or L D AF  throug h 
the CAPS p rog ram.  

L D AF  consid ers the state of  L ouisiana as b eing  of  “ hig h risk”  f or new p est introd uctions.   
In a 2 0 0 9  U SD A analy sis ranking  the relativ e risk ex otic p ests p ose to the 5 0  states,  L ouisiana 
was ranked  ninth.   R isk elements utiliz ed  in the ranking s were: 1 )  L ikelihood  of  introd uction;  2 )  
Economic imp act;  3 )  Env ironmental Suitab ility ;  and  4 )  N atural R esource imp act.   T his stud y  
clearly  id entif ies the need  f or L D AF  to cond uct surv ey s f or ex otic p ests.   D uring  the p ast 5  y ears 
L D AF  has cond ucted  many  surv ey s f or ex otic p ests.   Some of  the maj or surv ey s cond ucted  b y  
L D AF  f or ex otic p ests are: Pink H ib iscus M ealy b ug ,  Sud d en O ak D eath,  Ap p le Snail,  T rop ical 
Sp id er W ort,  Sirex  W ood  W asp ,  Emerald  Ash B orer and  L ig ht B rown Ap p le M oth.  
 Pink H ib iscus M ealy b ug  ( PH M B )  - this insect p est has hund red s of  host p lants 
includ ing  many  crop  sp ecies and  ornamental p lants with hib iscus b eing  the p ref erred  host.   
Surv ey  work f or this p est b eg an in 2 0 0 6  in resp onse to a call f rom a homeowner located  in 
J ef f erson p arish concerned  ab out this new p est she f ound  on her hib iscus p lant.   T his p romp ted  
intensiv e surv ey  work and  initiated  a b io-control p rog ram where L D AF  released  numerous 
p arasitoid  wasp s to help  comb at this p est.   U SD A has b een cond ucting  stud ies to ev aluate the 
b io-control p roj ect since the release of  the p arasitic wasp s.   R ed uction in PH M B  p op ulations 
since 2 0 0 6  ap p ears to b e ~ 7 0 %  - 8 0 % .   At this p oint,  all wasp s are p erf orming  as ex p ected .   
L D AF  and  U SD A will continue to monitor this d ata to d etermine if  more wasp  releases are 
necessary .  
 Sud d en O ak D eath ( SO D )  - SO D  is a f ung al p athog en that attacks d oz ens of  
sp ecies of  trees and  ornamental p lants.   It occurs on the W est Coast in f orested  areas and  has 
b een f ound  in nurseries so it can sp read  throug h inf ected  nursery  stock and  soil.   L D AF  has b een 
samp ling  f or this p est since 2 0 0 4  and  has taken ov er 1 6 0 0  samp les f rom sy mp tomatic host p lants 
orig inating  f rom inf ested  areas.   Samp les are taken f rom wholesale and  retail nursery  locations 
throug hout the state.   L D AF  p erf orms tracef orward  and  traceb ack insp ections hand ed  d own f rom 
U SD A-APH IS-PPQ  on inf ected  material.   L D AF  p lans to continue surv ey ing  f or this p est in the 
f uture to p rotect our v aluab le resources.  
 Ap p le Snail – T hese snails f eed  on aq uatic p lants,  includ ing  ornamental p ond  
p lants and  rice.   In nature they  are f ound  in canals,  b ay ous and  other waterway s and  they  may  
threaten waterway s ecosy stems.   T his p est has b een f ound  in 2 0 0 6  in J ef f erson Parish,  2 0 0 8  in 
T erreb onne Parish and  in 2 0 0 9  in L af ay ette Parish.   All intercep tions were d etermined  to b e f rom 
p et owners releasing  them into the wild .   L D AF  has p erf ormed  a v isual surv ey  f or this p est in 
any  waterway  sup p l y ing  or d raining  f rom rice p rod uction f ield s in 2 0 0 7  and  2 0 0 8 .   L D AF  was 
not f und ed  f or this surv ey  in 2 0 0 9  b ut p lans to continue the surv ey  in the f uture to p rotect the 
rice ind ustry .  
 T rop ical Sp id er W ort ( T SW )  - T SW  is an ag g ressiv e annual/ p erennial weed  that is 
v ery  d if f icult to control once estab lished .   It estab lishes in row crop s such as cotton and  p eanuts 



and other agronomic situations.  LDAF has utilized its Boll Weevil Eradication Program 
emp loy ees to visually  survey  f or this p est in 2 0 0 7  and 2 0 0 8  w hile they  are in and around cotton 
f ields.  LDAF has 2  y ears of  negative survey  data f or this p est and considers the state f ree f rom 
this p est at this time. 
 S irex  Wood Wasp  – S irex  is a w ood w asp  p est of  numerous p ine tree sp ecies that 
can cause serious economic damage to the p ine f orest industry  if  estab lished.  T hey  can sp read 
naturally  or through movement of  inf ested w ood p ack ing material or cut w ood.  LDAF survey ed 
f or this p est in 2 0 0 8  b y  use of  3 0  Lindgren Funnel T rap s dep loy ed in p ine f orest.  LDAF did not 
get f unding f rom U S DA to survey  f or this p est in 2 0 0 9  b ut ef f orts are b eing made to survey  in 
2 0 1 0 . 
 Emerald Ash Borer ( EAB)  - EAB is a b eetle p est that attack s ash trees.  Louisiana 
has a considerab le amount of  ash trees.  EAB occurs in the up p er mid-w est and is sp read through 
inf ested f irew ood,  nursery  stock  and natural migration.  LDAF has conducted this national 
survey  in 2 0 0 8  and 2 0 0 9  according to the national survey  guidelines set f orth b y  U S DA-APH I S -
PPQ .  LDAF dep loy s 2 0 0  large p urp le p rism trap s f or use in the survey  f or this p est.  LDAF w ill 
continue this survey  in 2 0 1 0 . 
 Light Brow n Ap p le M oth ( LBAM )  - LBAM  is a y ellow ish-b row n moth w ith a 
b road host range of  over 1 0 0  including vegetab le p lants,  b erries,  f ruit trees,  and ornamentals.  
C ali f ornia is considered to b e inf ested w ith LBAM  and ty p ical movement is through inf ested 
nursery  stock .  LDAF has conducted this survey  in 2 0 0 8  and 2 0 0 9  according to the national 
survey  guidelines set f orth b y  U S DA-APH I S -PPQ .  LDAF dep loy s 3 5 0  J ack son trap s at the 
maj or nursery  stock  dealer locations that may  receive nursery  stock  f rom C alif ornia.  LDAF has 
not trap p ed this p est in the p ast 2  y ears.  LDAF p lans to continue this survey  in 2 0 1 0 . 
 

D. O T H ER  S ELEC T ED S T AT E Q U AR AN T I N E PES T S  O F C O N C ER N  
1 . Brow n G arden S nail - T his is a maj or p est of  nurseries,  vegetab les,  citrus,  and 

other f ruits.  Louisiana currently  has a q uarantine against Arizona and C alif ornia f or this p est.  
C ali f ornia agriculture sp ends millions of  dollars p er y ear try ing to control this p est and loses 
millions of  dollars p er y ear to damage.  Louisiana received an average of  6 0 0 -8 0 0  ship ments of  
nursery  stock  and p lant materials annually  f rom C ali f ornia the p ast f ive y ears.  S p ot insp ections 
are made on these ship ments to insure that the certif ied materials are in f act snail-f ree.  During 
three of  the f ive y ears,  several ship ments inf ested w ith snails w ere received f rom C ali f ornia 
nurseries ( and occasionally  f rom Florida nurseries as w ell) .  I nf ested ship ments w ere returned to 
the ship p er or destroy ed. 

2 . C itrus Pests – From FY  2 0 0 4  – 2 0 0 7  w e continued to f ocus on p rotecting the 
Louisiana citrus industry  f rom the introduction of  damaging strains of  the tristeza virus.  T risteza 
is a virus comp lex   w hich af f ects citrus.  T here is no control f or this disease.  Any  trees 
p urchased f rom out of  state must b e certif ied f ree f rom tristeza through a b udw ood screening and 
certif ication p rogram.  C urrently ,  there are a limited numb er of  nurseries in C alif ornia that can 
meet our regulatory  req uirements f or commercial ship ment.  We have made f ollow -up  
insp ections to insure that all trees ship p ed f rom C alif ornia are f rom certif ied nurseries.  Any  trees 
f ound f rom uncertif ied sources are returned or destroy ed.  We continually  monitor f or movement 
of  p rop agative citrus stock  into Louisiana as a p art of  this p rogram. 

I n FY  2 0 0 8 ,  tw o new  citrus p ests of  q uarantine concern w ere f ound in Louisiana:   
Asian citrus p sy llid and citrus greening disease.  Asian citrus p sy llid is an ex otic insect p est of  
citrus and related ornamentals.  I t causes limited damage b ut is cap ab le of  vectoring citrus 
greening,  a devastating b acterial disease that destroy s citrus trees.  We p artnered w ith U S DA-
APH I S -PPQ  to conduct ex tensive surveillance throughout the southern p ortion of  the state and 
determined that the p sy llid w as p resent in eight p arishes w hile citrus greening w as f ound in onl y  
tw o p arishes.  Five greening-inf ected trees f rom three residential p rop erties w ere removed.  
Psy llid control recommendations w ere estab lished through p artnership  w ith the LS U  AgC enter.  



Quarantines were implemented on citrus nursery  stock  to reduce th e risk  of  spreading  th e insect 
and th e disease.  

3 .  B urrowing  N ematode - B urrowing  nematode is a pest wh ich  does not ex ist in 
L ouisiana.   C rops such  as sug arcane,  cotton,  citrus,  and v arious ornamental plant species are h ost 
materials f or th is pest.   I n 1 9 9 7 ,  b urrowing  nematode was intercepted at a nursery  on plant 
material imported f rom oth er states or countries.   T h e inf estation was delineated,  mitig ated,  and 
eradicated in th e nursery .   A s a result,  we h av e increased our monitoring  ef f orts on sh ipments 
entering  L ouisiana f rom oth er areas wh ich  are inf ested.  

 
4 .  J apanese B eetle – T h is pest of  ornamental plant stock  is surv ey ed f or and 

reg ulated according  to a ‘ H armoniz ation P lan’  among  states.   A nnual ph eromone trap surv ey s f or 
th is pest at selected nursery  g rower and nursery  stock  dealer locations statewide b eg an in 1 9 9 8 .   
D uring  th e past f iv e y ears we deploy ed ~  1 4 0  traps annually  and trapped a total of  nine adult 
b eetles at sev en locations in f iv e parish es.   E v idence indicates th ese trap captures are all 
introductions on nursery  stock  f rom inf ested states and th at no estab lish ed population ex ists in 
L ouisiana.  

5 .  M ex ican R ice B orer – T h is moth  pest can attack  sug arcane as well as rice.   I t is 
estab lish ed in south ern T ex as and h as b een mov ing ,  th roug h  natural spread,  toward L ouisiana 
since th e 1 9 8 0 s.   F ormal surv ey  f or th is pest using  ph eromone traps b eg an in 1 9 9 9  and h as b een 
conducted annually  in commercial sug arcane and rice f ields th roug h out south western L ouisiana.   
B etween 3 0  and 4 0  traps h av e b een deploy ed annually  th e past f iv e y ears.   I n D ecemb er 2 0 0 8 ,  
two M ex ican rice b orer moth s were trapped separately  in two ph eromone traps,  located ~ f iv e and 
~ ten miles north  of  V inton,  L ouisiana in C alcasieu parish ,  adj acent to rice f ields.   T h is is th e f irst 
f ind of  th is pest in L ouisiana.   A  delimiting  surv ey  to determine th e distrib ution of  th e moth  was 
desig ned f or use in 2 0 0 9 .  

6 .  S oy b ean R ust – T h is f ung al disease of  soy b ean and selected weeds was 
discov ered in a soy b ean f ield on th e L S U  A g C enter B en H ur f arm in E ast B aton R oug e parish  in 
N ov emb er 2 0 0 4 .   T h is was th e f irst conf irmation of  th e disease in th e U . S .   A  j oint L D A F -U S D A  
I ncident C ommand was estab lish ed in response to th e discov ery .   S ub seq uent conf irmations were 
made in additional parish es and in surrounding  states.   I t was determined th at th e org anism 
arriv ed in th e U . S .  th roug h  natural means in wind currents.   B ecause of  th e nature of  th is disease 
and its spread v ia wind-b orne spores,  no reg ulatory  action was f easib le.   

7 .  P anicle R ice M ite – T h is tiny  mite pest of  rice was conf irmed in a g reenh ouse in 
th e L S U  A g C enter R ice R esearch  S tation in C rowley ,  in A cadia parish  in late summer 2 0 0 7  and 
sh ortly  th ereaf ter was also conf irmed in f ield plots and at least one commercial f ield ten miles 
away .   ( T h e mite was f ound in an E ast T ex as rice seed f acility  one month  earlier) .  T h is f ind 
represents th e f irst of f icially -conf irmed f ind of  th is mite in L ouisiana.   A  partnersh ip b etween 
L D A F  and U S D A  allowed f or j oint surv eillance f or th e mite in g reenh ouses,  f ield plots and 
commercial f ields th e f ollowing  y ear.   W h ile th e mite was f ound in one g reenh ouse,  no ev idence 
was f ound th at it ov erwintered successf ully  in th e f ield.   R eg ulatory  action was not imposed 
f ollowing  surv ey .  

8 .  S ug arcane P ests – W e continue to partner with  th e L S U  A g C enter,  U S D A  and th e 
A merican S ug arcane L eag ue in updating  our ex isting  sug arcane mov ement policy .   T h e most 
recent policy  update was completed in late 2 0 0 7 .   T h is policy  specif ies req uired treatments and 

 2004 2005  2006  2007  2008  
 
#  S ites 1 1 8  1 2 1  1 1 4  1 0 5  9 1  
 
#  S amples 1 7 7  1 8 5  1 4 4  1 4 0  1 2 8  



inspections for the importation of sugarcane material into Louisiana to protect against the 
potential introd uction of pests of concern.  

9 .  S olid  W ood  P ack ing M aterial C ertificates – D uring F Y  2 0 0 4  through J anuary  
2 0 0 6 ,  w e partnered  w ith U S D A  to issue 4 0 0 -6 0 0  pest-free certificates annually  for mov ement of 
solid  w ood  pack ing material associated  w ith shipments of v arious good s to other countries.   I n 
2 0 0 6  U S D A  d iscontinued  the req uirement.  

 
III. B O L L  W E E V IL  E R A D IC A T IO N  P R O G R A M  
      I n 1 9 9 2  the B oll W eev il E rad ication Law  ( R . S .  3 : 1 6 0 1 -1 6 1 7 )  w as estab lished ,  
authoriz ing the creation of the B oll W eev il E rad ication C ommission and  clearing the w ay  for a 
grow er referend um to fund  such a program v ia grow er assessments.   B oll W eev il R egulations 
( LA C  7 X V . 3 0 1 -3 2 5 )  w ere finaliz ed  in 1 9 9 5 .    A  statew id e referend um in the spring of 1 9 9 5  
failed  w ith 5 8 %  of the v ote in fav or.   A  tw o-third s v ote w as req uired  for passage.   I n the fall of 
1 9 9 6 ,  prod ucers in the R ed  R iv er E rad ication Z one passed  a referend um w ith approx imatel y  
8 3 %  of the v ote in fav or.   T he program w as initiated  in the R ed  R iv er area in A ugust 1 9 9 7  w ith 
d iapause applications on approx imately  7 0 , 0 0 0  acres of cotton.   I n the fall of 1 9 9 8 ,  prod ucers in 
the Louisiana E rad ication Z one ( N ortheast)  passed  a referend um w ith approx imately  7 7 %  of the 
v ote in fav or.   T he program w as initiated  in the Louisiana Z one in A ugust 1 9 9 9  w ith d iapause 
applications on approx imately  5 4 3 , 0 0 0  acres of cotton.   I n M arch of 2 0 0 1 ,  prod ucers in the R ed  
R iv er Z one passed  a maintenance referend um w ith a 9 3 %  fav orab le v ote.   A  maintenance 
referend um w as cond ucted  in S eptemb er of 2 0 0 3  in b oth the R ed  R iv er and  Louisiana 
E rad ication Z ones.   T he maintenance referend um passed  w ith a 9 8 %  fav orab le v ote in the R ed  
R iv er Z one and  an 8 8 %  fav orab le v ote in the Louisiana Z one.   T his is a continuing maintenance 
referend um w here-b y  it is not req uired  that the B oll W eev il E rad ication C ommission call another 
referend um.   A  call for another referend um v ote can,  how ev er,  b e called  b y  petition of 3 0 %  of 
the activ e cotton prod ucers in a giv en y ear.  

T he program utiliz es electronic technology  in its d ail y  operations.   F ield s are mapped  
using hand  held  G P S  units and  ov erlaid  on a computeriz ed  mapping program.   A erial applicators 
are req uired  to hav e D G P S  sy stems w ith printout capab ilities.   T rappers record  trap d ata w ith b ar 
cod e read ers and  transmit the d ata electronically .  
 A fter end uring fiv e hurricane ev ents since 2 0 0 5 ,  the program is mak ing significant 
progress.  T his y ear,  the program monitored  and  surv ey ed  2 2 9 , 8 6 9  acres of cotton in the state.   
T his acreage comprises all areas of cotton prod uction w ithin the state.   T he cotton grow ing 
parishes along the R ed  R iv er ( formerly  the R ed  R iv er Z one)  remain free of b oll w eev ils and  
continue to b e monitored  w ith in-field  traps.   A d d itionally ,  cotton harv esting eq uipment mov ing 
into Louisiana is inspected  and  phy tosanitary  certificates rev iew ed  to ensure compliance w ith 
regulations to prev ent b oll w eev il reintrod uction b y  mechanical means.   B ased  on surv ey  d ata 
and  program protocol,  for crop y ear 2 0 0 9 ,  a cumulativ e total of 9 9 , 8 6 5  acres w ere treated  for 
b oll w eev ils in the northeast region of the state resulting in a 9 8 %  red uction in b oll w eev il 
population from the prev ious crop y ear.    
Prior 5 Year Performance in Northeast LA (Louisiana Zone) Plus this Year Completion (2009) by crop Yr. 
 2004  2005 2006  2007  2008  2009 
%  C o t t o n  A c r e s  W e e v i l  
F r e e  

5 3 %  6 0 %  7 5 %  7 0 %  8 9 %  9 9 %  

%  R e d u c t i o n  i n  B o l l  
W e e v i l  N u m b e r s  

5 6 %  ( 4 3 % )  
H u r r i c a n e s  

4 7 %  ( 2 2 % )   
V o l u n t e e r  
C o t t o n  

8 4 %  9 8 %  

#   B o l l  W e e v i l s  T r a p p e d  1 0 1 , 2 6 5  1 4 4 , 7 2 1  7 6 , 3 8 0  9 3 , 3 6 0  1 4 , 7 3 1  3 0 2  



 
I V .  A P I A R Y  P R O G R A M  

The purpose of the apiary program is to prevent the introduction and spread in the state of 
k now n contagious and infectious diseases and pests of honey b ees.   This is accompl ished 
through a hive registration program,  surveys,  inspections,  sampl ing,  and control  of pests of 
honey b ees in apiaries.   The program al l ow s movement b y q ual ified individual s,  hol ding val id 
permits and certificates of inspection decl aring the heal th status of the honey b ees and/ or other 
rel ated regul ated articl es into,  from,  or w ithin the state of L ouisiana.   S imil ar programs ex ist in 
every state w ithin the U nited S tates and are util iz ed to assure heal th maintenance and to regul ate 
movement b y commercial  q ueen producers,  commercial  pack age producers,  commercial  honey 
producers,  commercial  crop pol l inators,  hob b y b eek eepers,  researchers,  and any other rel ated 
b eek eeping activity invol ving the movement of l ive honey b ees and/ or rel ated regul ated articl es.    

W ithin the state of L ouisiana the commercial  q ueen and pack age honey b ee industry has 
an estimated val ue of approx imatel y $1 0 0 , 0 0 0  annual l y.   I n 2 0 0 8  the val ue of the commercial  
honey crop produced in L ouisiana w as pl aced at approx imatel y $2 . 8  mil l ion.   The val ue of 
pol l ination,  not yet ful l y ex pl ored in L ouisiana,  has b een estimated at approx imatel y $4 0 0  
mil l ion annual l y.   C ommercial  pol l ination services are estimated to b e approx imatel y $8 0 0 , 0 0 0  
dol l ars in 2 0 0 8 .  

The L ouisiana D epartment of A gricul ture and F orestry has managed,  through an effective 
apiary program,  to identify the ex tent of serious pest prob l ems affecting the apiary industry in 
this state.   A t the same time,  w e have provided b eek eepers w ith needed information rel ative to 
the treatment of honey b ee col onies w ith approved chemical s to minimiz e their annual  col ony 
l osses and continue to produce a product that is safe for pub l ic consumption.  

I n 2 0 0 5  A fricaniz ed honey b ees ( A H B )  w ere trapped in a b ait hive near S hreveport 
L ouisiana.  This discovery w as the first of its k ind in L ouisiana and mark ed the b eginning of the 
estab l ishment of this b ee in L ouisiana.   S ince this first detection in 2 0 0 5 ,  A H B  has b een found in 
7  more l ocations through out the state.   I n each instance the finds w ere reported to the media to 
notify the pub l ic l ocal l y that A H B  had b een found near their tow n or city.   I n 2 0 0 8  the onl y 
maj or cities in L ouisiana w ith out confirmed finds of A H B  w ere B aton R ouge and M onroe.   
B ecause A H B  has b een detected in a maj ority of the state and is now  considered to b e 
estab l ished in L ouisiana the trap l ine that has b een run b y L D A F  for the past 1 5  years has b een 
discontinued.  This trap l ine w as very l ab or intensive and for al l  practical  purposes had run its 
course.   The trap l ine w as estab l ished to detect and monitor the movement of A H B  across 
L ouisiana,  and al ert the pub l ic w hen detected.   

E ven though the trap l ine w il l  no l onger b e in operation,  L D A F  w i l l  b egin monitoring 
q ueen producer operations for A H B  to ensure that onl y those b ees w ith desirab l e traits are sol d to 
the pub l ic.   This w i l l  b e done b y acq uiring sampl es of b ees from each producer and check ing 
them for A fricaniz ation b y using the F ast A fricaniz ed B ee I dentification S ystem ( F A B I S )  
method.   This invol ves measuring the right forew ing of 1 0 -1 2  w ork er b ees and tak ing the 
average l ength of the w ing to determine the prob ab i l ity of the b ees b eing A frican.   
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V. U S D A -A P H I S -P P Q  

T h e H o rtic u l tu re a n d Q u a ra n tin e D iv isio n  p a rtn ers w ith  U S D A  in  v a rio u s p l a n t p est 
p ro gra m s.   T h is in v o l v es th e I m p o rted F ire A n t,  a s m en tio n ed p rev io u sl y ,  a s w el l  a s o th er 
p ro gra m s su c h  a s G y p sy  M o th ,  K a rn a l  B u n t o f  W h ea t,  T ro p ic a l  S o da  A p p l e,  F edera l  
P h y to sa n ita ry  C ertif ic a tio n ,  P erm its to  M o v e L iv e P l a n t P ests,  P o sten try  Q u a ra n tin es a n d 
B io tec h n o l o gy  P ro gra m s.  T h ese a re u su a l l y  a c c o m p l ish ed th ro u gh  m em o ra n du m s o f  
u n dersta n din g b etw een  th e L o u isia n a  D ep a rtm en t o f  A gric u l tu re a n d F o restry  a n d U S D A .  

M a n y  o f  th ese p ro gra m s ( I m p o rted F ire A n t,  G y p sy  M o th ,  C itru s C a n k er,  K a rn a l  B u n t,  
T ro p ic a l  S o da  A p p l e,   P in e S h o o t B eetl e,  A q u a tic  S n a i l s,  P o sten try ,  P h y to sa n ita ry  C ertif ic a tio n ,  
etc . )  in v o l v e a n n u a l  su rv ei l l a n c e w o rk .  

T h e G y p sy  M o th  p ro gra m  is a  sea so n a l ,  c o o p era tiv e tra p p in g ef f o rt a im ed a t detec tin g 
th is u n w a n ted p est sh o u l d it b e in tro du c ed in to  th e sta te.   S ta tew ide tra p  su rv ey  w a s c o n du c ted 
a n n u a l l y .  

C itru s C a n k er - rel a ted in sp ec tio n s w ere c o n du c ted a n n u a l l y  a t reta il  a n d w h o l esa l e 
o u tl ets,  to  c o n f irm  th a t c itru s f ru it en terin g L o u isia n a  f ro m  regu l a ted a rea s w a s p ro p erl y  
c ertif ied.   I n  2006 ,  a l l  F l o rida  c itru s f ru it w a s p l a c ed u n der f edera l  q u a ra n tin e a n d w a s p ro h ib ited 
en try  in to  L o u isia n a .   O u r in sp ec tio n s h a v e f o c u sed o n  L i m ited P erm it f ru it sh ip m en ts sin c e th a t 
tim e.   A l th o u gh  a  f ew  in sta n c es h a v e w a rra n ted retu rn  o f  f ru it to  o rigin  a n d su b seq u en t j o in t 
in v estiga tio n s w ith  U S D A ,  n o  a c tu a l  disea se w a s f o u n d.  

E a c h  y ea r,  w e c o l l ec ted su b sa m p l es o f  th e sta te’ s w h ea t c ro p  a n d f o u n d n o  K a rn a l  B u n t.   
T h is a l l o w ed f o r th e f ree m o v em en t o f  L o u isia n a ’ s c ro p  to  a l l  m a rk ets a v a i l a b l e.  

W e a l so  h a v e c o n du c ted sta tew ide su rv ey s a n n u a l l y  f o r T ro p ic a l  S o da  A p p l e ( a  F edera l  
N o x io u s W eed) .  A  to ta l  o f  5 4  in div idu a l  p l a n ts w ere f o u n d o n  sm a l l  a c rea ges a n d w ere destro y ed 
du rin g th e f iv e y ea r p erio d.   I n  a dditio n ,  th ree l a rge a c rea ges w ere f o u n d to  b e in f ested to  a  
l i m ited ex ten t a n d p l a n ts p resen t w ere destro y ed.   S ites w ere l i m ited to  a  th ree-p a rish  a rea .   A  
6 0-a c re p ro p erty  f o u n d to  b e in f ested p rio r to  th is tim e rem a in s u n der q u a ra n tin e a n d c o n tin u es 
to  b e m o n ito red a n d trea ted.  

A n n u a l  su rv ey s a l so  w ere c o n du c ted f o r P in e S h o o t B eetl e,  a  f edera l  p est o f  p in e trees 
th a t c a n  b e m o v ed in  c u t C h ristm a s trees.   B etw een  1 00-1 5 0 in sp ec tio n s w ere c o n du c ted ea c h  
y ea r a t reta il  C h ristm a s tree o u tl ets.   N o  p est p ro b l em s w ere f o u n d.  

F edera l  P h y to sa n ita ry  C ertif ic a tio n  is req u ired o n  m o st p l a n t p ro du c ts,  in c l u din g l u m b er,  
gra in s a n d seeds,  b ein g ex p o rted to  o th er c o u n tries.   P rio r to  th e issu a n c e o f  a  c ertif ic a te,  a n  
in sp ec tio n  m u st b e c a rried o u t to  in su re th a t th e p ro du c t m eets th e req u irem en ts o f  th e c o u n try  o f  
destin a tio n .  S el ec ted sta te in sp ec to rs in  ea c h  distric t a re c ro ss-tra in ed w ith  U S D A  a n d a re 
c ertif ied to  issu e F edera l  P h y to sa n ita ry  C ertif i c a tes.   W e issu e 5 00-6 00 su c h  c ertif ic a tes 
a n n u a l l y .   A  si m i l a r c ertif ic a tio n  p ro gra m  is o f f ered a t th e sta te l ev el ,  u sin g a  sta te p h y to sa n ita ry  



certificate, for products shipped interstate, and we issue between 75-1 70  such certificates 
annual l y .  

T he P ostentry  Q uarantine prog ram  is a cooperativ e prog ram  with U S D A  to hol d and 
m onitor foreig n pl ant stock  for potential  pl ant pest probl em s ov er a two-y ear period.   T he state 
m aintains ful l  responsibil ity  for this prog ram  throug h a M em orandum  O f U nderstanding  with 
U S D A  ( as of 1 9 9 4 ) .   Each y ear we hav e inspected  and track ed postentry  pl ant m aterial  at a 
l i m ited num ber of nursery  g rower, research and hom eowner l ocations.   N o ex otic pest probl em s 
were found.  

D oz ens of perm its to m ov e l iv e pl ant pests are issued annual l y  by  U S D A  for m ov ing  
pl ant pest and disease org anism s into L ouisiana.   W e rev iew and com m ent on each one, m ak ing  
reg ul atory  recom m endations.  D uring  the past two y ears, al l  rev iews hav e been conducted 
el ectronical l y  throug h the U S D A  ‘ E-P erm its’  sy stem .    

T he P ostentry  Q uarantine prog ram  is a cooperativ e prog ram  with U S D A  to hol d and 
m onitor foreig n pl ant m aterial  as necessary .   W e al so assist U S D A  in facil ity  inspections as 
needed.    

B iotechnol og y  is an “ um brel l a”  word referring  to a rapidl y  chang ing  seg m ent of 
worl dwide research, business and industry  that appl ies v arious tool s and techniq ues to l iv ing  
org anism s and their l ife processes.   G enetic eng ineering , a process by  which bl ueprints for 
production of biol og ical  products can be transferred from  one org anism  to another, is the basis 
for m ost biotechnol og y  endeav ors.   T he use of g enetic eng ineering  and biotechnol og y  in 
ag ricul ture has becom e a routine part of the ag ricul tural  l andscape.   R esul ts of this work  incl ude 
better q ual ity  food crops, increased crop resistance to diseases and insects, better crop surv iv al  
under poor weather conditions and a reduced rel iance on ag ricul tural  pesticides.  

A s a reg ul atory  ag ency , we becam e inv ol v ed in ov ersig ht of biotechnol og y  fiel d tests in 
1 9 8 9 .   W e bel iev e it is our responsibil ity  to encourag e the beneficial  chang es biotechnol og y  m a y  
prov ide whil e continuing  to safeg uard L ouisiana’ s ag ricul ture, env ironm ent and citiz ens.  

T he F ederal  g ov ernm ent req uires a perm it for the m ov em ent or env ironm ental  rel ease of 
certain g enetical l y  eng ineered org anism s.   W e are req uired to rev iew and com m ent on 
appl ications for such perm its.   O ther m ov em ent and fiel d rel ease appl ications are approv ed 
throug h a federal  “ notification”  procedure which rel ies on appl icant com pl iance with set 
standards and reduced ov ersig ht.   W e al so rev iew these notifications and, on av erag e, L ouisiana 
receiv es ~ 3 0  such notifications annual l y .   W e hav e chosen to use the federal  l aws, rul es and 
reg ul ations al ready  in pl ace to reg ul ate products of this technol og y .   T his approach el i m inates 
dupl ication of federal / state efforts whil e ensuring  adeq uate perm it rev iew, fiel d inspection and 
l ocal  ov ersig ht.   D uring  the past two y ears, al l  rev iews hav e been conducted el ectronical l y  
throug h the U S D A  ‘ E-P erm its’  sy stem .  

 
VI. S W E E T  P O T A T O  A S VE R T IS IN G  A N D  D E VE L O P M E N T  C O M M IS S IO N  

T he L ouisiana S weet P otato A dv ertising  and D ev el opm ent C om m ission is establ ished in 
R . S .  3 :  1 74 3  for the purpose to ex pand the m ark et and increase consum ption of L ouisiana sweet 
potatoes.  T he C om m ission m aintained its office in O pel ousas until  J ul y  2 0 , 1 9 9 6  at which tim e it 
was cl osed upon the retirem ent of its Ex ecutiv e D irector and al l  adm inistrativ e and prog ram  
functions were transferred to the O ffice of M ark eting  in B aton R oug e.  T he C om m issioner 
assig ned adm inistration and prog ram  responsibil ities to the A ssistant C om m issioner.  R ecentl y , 
the C om m ission was pl aced within the O ffice of A g ricul tural  and Env ironm ental  S ciences.  

T he L ouisiana S weet P otato A dv ertising  and D ev el opm ent C om m ission is funded by  an 
assessm ent of four ( 4 )  cents per bushel  on sweet potatoes inspected for shipm ent to fresh m ark et 
outl ets and to processing  pl ants, and on sweet potatoes produced out-of-state and m ov ed into 
L ouisiana for further processing ;  ex cept that a ten ( 1 0 )  percent discount is al l owed on al l  
processing  stock  to com pensate for waste.  T he assessm ent for fresh m ark et sweet potatoes is 
im posed at the rate of sev en ( 7)  dol l ars/ acre pl anted and is col l ected by  the departm ent from  the 



producer along w i t h  t h e f ee collect ed i n connect i on w i t h  i ns pect i ons  under t h e s w eet  pot at o 
w eev i l i ns pect i on program .  T h e s ev en-( 7 )  dollar/ acre as s es s m ent  i s  t h e eq ui v alent  of  f our ( 4 )  
cent s  per b us h el b as ed upon av erage product i on of  f res h  m ark et  s w eet  pot at oes .  T h e as s es s m ent  
f or proces s ed s w eet  pot at oes  i s  collect ed f rom  proces s i ng plant s  at  t h e rat e of  f our ( 4 )  
cent s / b us h el f or b ot h  i n-s t at e and out -of  s t at e s w eet  pot at oes  proces s ed at  t h e plant s .  

T h e adv ert i s i ng,  prom ot i on and res earch  program  of  t h e C om m i s s i on i ncludes  t rade 
adv ert i s i ng i n nat i onal t rade pub li cat i ons ,  cons um er adv ert i s i ng i n nat i onal m agaz i nes ,  res t aurant  
and f ood s erv i ce adv ert i s i ng i n nat i onal m agaz i nes ,  new s paper &  radi o adv ert i s i ng i n num erous  
m ark et s  t h rough out  t h e U . S . ,  nat i onal prom ot i on cont es t s  f or canned and f res h  m ark et  s w eet  
pot at oes  and f undi ng t o t h e L S U  A gri cult ural ex peri m ent  S t at i on f or s w eet  pot at o res earch .    
 



 

PESTICIDE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS DIVISION 
 
I.  INTRODU CTION 
 
The Division of Pesticide and Environmental Prog rams i s  a d m i n i s te r e d  u n d e r  L .R.S. T i tl e  3  
C h a p te r  2 0  (  P e s ti c i d e  L a w ) ,  R.S. 4 0 : 6 0 8 .3  a n d  L A C  T i tl e  7  P a r ts  X X I I I ,  X X V ,  a n d  X L I I I . T h e  
D i v i s i o n  p a r ti c i p a te s  i n  c o o p e r a ti v e  a g r e e m e n ts  w i th  E P A ,  U SD A  a n d  F D A  p u r s u a n t to  th e  
F e d e r a l  I n s e c ti c i d e  F u n g i c i d e  a n d  Ro d e n ti c i d e  A c t ( F I F RA )  a s  a m e n d e d ;  th e  F o o d ,  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  
C o n s e r v a ti o n ,  a n d  T r a d e  A c t o f  1 9 9 0 ,  ( 7  U .S.C . 1 3 6 i -1 ) ;  Se c ti o n  7 1 3  o f  T i tl e  V I I  ( G e n e r a l  
P r o v i s i o n s )  o f  D i v i s i o n  A  o f  th e  P u b l i c  L a w  1 0 8 -7 ;  th e  F e d e r a l  F o o d  D r u g  a n d  C o s m e ti c  A c t ( 2 1  
U .S.C . 3 0 1  e t s e q .) ,  a n d  th e  O r g a n i c  F o o d  P r o d u c ti o n  A c t o f  1 9 9 0  ( 7  U .S.C . 6 5 0 1 ) .  P r o g r a m s  
c o n c e r n e d  w i th  p e s ti c i d e s  o f te n  i n v o l v e  h i g h l y  c o m p l e x  a n d  te c h n i c a l  i s s u e s .  W i th  th i s  i n  m i n d ,  
th e  D i v i s i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  th a t c e r ta i n  k e y  s tr a te g i c  p r i o r i ti e s  a r e  e v i d e n t a n d  th a t a l l  o f  th e  
D i v i s i o n ’ s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c ti v i ti e s  n e e d  to  s u p p o r t th o s e  p r i o r i ti e s .  Si m p l y  s ta te d ,  th e  D i v i s i o n  i s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o te c ti n g  th e  h e a l th  a n d  s a f e ty ,  n a tu r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  th e  
c i ti z e n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  w h e n  p e s ti c i d e  u s e  i s  i n v o l v e d . 
 
T h e  l o n g  te r m  g o a l s  f o r  th i s  d i v i s i o n  r e f l e c t th e s e  b a s i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i ti e s  a n d  i n c l u d e :  
 
1 )   M a i n ta i n  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m  to  p r o te c t th e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l o n g  w i th  th e  h e a l th  a n d  
g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  L o u i s i a n a  c i ti z e n s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  th e  s a f e  a n d  p r o p e r  d i s tr i b u ti o n ,  u s e  a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t o f  p e s ti c i d e s ;  b y  f a c i l i ta ti n g  th e  p r o te c ti o n  o f  n a tu r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p o l l u ti o n  
p r e v e n ti o n ;  a n d ,  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  e f f e c ti v e  c o n tr o l  o f  p e s ts . 
 
2 )   I d e n ti f y  a n d  r e d u c e  d a ta  g a p s  i n  o r d e r  to  i m p r o v e  o u r  a b i l i ty  to  m e a s u r e  th e  e f f e c t o u r  
p r o g r a m s  h a v e  o n  th e  a tta i n m e n t o f  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  g o a l s . 
 
3 )   A d d r e s s  p r i o r i ty  c o n c e r n s  a n d  i n i ti a ti v e s  th r o u g h  p a r ti c i p a ti o n  i n  c o m m u n i ty  b a s e d  
e n v i r o n m e n ta l  p r o te c ti o n  a n d  p r o g r a m s  f o r  p o l l u ti o n  p r e v e n ti o n  a n d  p r o m o ti o n  o f  r i s k  
r e d u c ti o n / m i ti g a ti o n . 
 

 
II.   COMMISSIONS 
 
The L ou isiana A dvisory  C ommission on Pesticides and the S tru ctu ral Pest C ontrol C ommission 
a r e  tw o  s ta te  c o m m i s s i o n s  th a t o v e r s e e  th e  a c ti v i ti e s  o f  th e  D i v i s i o n .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  
c o m m i s s i o n s  i s  to  l i c e n s e  a n d / o r  p e r m i t a n d  r e g u l a te  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  p e s ti c i d e  a p p l i c a ti o n  
b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P e s ti c i d e s  m e e ts  th r e e  ti m e s  a  y e a r  a n d  th e  Str u c tu r a l  
P e s t C o n tr o l  C o m m i s s i o n  m e e ts  a t l e a s t q u a r te r l y .  M e m b e r s  s e r v i n g  o n  th e s e  tw o  c o m m i s s i o n s  
r e p r e s e n t a  d i v e r s e  c r o s s  s e c ti o n  c o m p o s e d  o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l ,  e n v i r o n m e n ta l ,  r e g u l a to r y ,  i n d u s tr y ,  
p u b l i c  h e a l th  a n d  u n i v e r s i ty  i n te r e s ts .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a p p o i n ts  th e  m e m b e r s  f r o m  a  l i s t o f  
c a n d i d a te s  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ta te d  i n  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  s ta te  p e s ti c i d e  l a w s .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s  a p p o i n tm e n ts  a r e  s u b m i tte d  to  th e  L o u i s i a n a  Se n a te  f o r  c o n f i r m a ti o n  a n d  th e  
a p p o i n tm e n t i s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i th  th e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s  te r m . 

 
B o th  C o m m i s s i o n s  h a v e  th e  a u th o r i ty  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i ty  to  h o l d  a d j u d i c a to r y  h e a r i n g s  a n d  m u s t 
f o l l o w  th e  s tr i c t g u i d e l i n e s  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  th e  L o u i s i a n a  A d m i n i s tr a ti v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t.  
A c c o r d i n g  to  th e  A d m i n i s tr a ti v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t,  th e  c h a r g e  l e tte r  f r o m  L D A F  m u s t c o n ta i n  th e  
f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a ti o n :  
 



1) Date and place of the Commission hear ing  
2 ) A lleg ed pesticide v iolation( s) 
3 ) Descr iption of potential penalties that can b e imposed b y  the 
    Commission,  and 
4 ) T he R ig hts of the accu sed 
A  hear ing  officer  appointed b y  the L ou isiana A ttor ney  G ener al pr esides ov er  the commission 
hear ing s.   A fter  pr eponder ance of the ev idence pr esented b y  the Div ision’ s staff and the alleg ed 
offender ,  the Commission memb er s w ill v ote to either  dr op the char g es or  find the offender  in 
v iolation.   A  v iolation can r esu lt in civ il penalties of u p to $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  per  v iolation.   F u r ther mor e,  
the Commission may  place on pr ob ation,  su spend or  r ev ok e any  cer tification or  license/ per mit 
issu ed b y  the Commission.  
 
III. P E S T IC ID E  E N F O R C E M E N T  A N D  C O M P L IA N C E  P R O G R A M S  
 
Enforcement is one of the many  tools av ailab le to help achiev e specific env ir onmental ou tcomes 
that w ill pr otect L ou isiana’ s natu r al r esou r ces and insu r e the health and safety  of its citiz ens.   
T he Div ision inspects its maj or  sou r ces of pesticide and u se r eg u lar ly ,  and tak es action to assu r e 
compliance w hen v iolations ar e fou nd.   W or k ing  w ith the indiv idu al sou r ces as v iolations ar e 
discov er ed is a sig nificant par t of the w or k  of the enfor cement and compliance pr og r ams.  I n 
addition,  addr essing  similar  sou r ces at the same time cou ld pr ov ide an effectiv e and efficient 
means to assu r e compliance.   T his appr oach w ill help the Div ision u se its r esou r ces most 
effectiv ely  in deter mining  cau ses of v iolations and in dev eloping  pr og r ams to achiev e 
compliance w hile pr ov iding  some eq u ity  among  competing  entities.  
 
V iolations of pesticide u se and their  effect on the env ir onment occu r  in a v ar iety  of places and 
for  a v ar iety  of r easons.   T he tool u sed to impr ov e compliance shou ld v ar y  depending  on the 
assessment of the r easons for  the v iolations.   F or  instance,  w her e confu sion ov er  applicab le 
r eg u lations or  methods of compliance is the r eason,  edu cation effor ts may  b e most effectiv e.   
H ow ev er ,  the Div ision r ecog niz es that ther e ar e cir cu mstances w her e pr ompt and v ig or ou s 
enfor cement is the most desir ab le w ay  to conv ince v iolations of their  r esponsib ilities to pr otect 
L ou isiana’ s env ir onment and the health and safety  of its citiz ens.  
 
E nfor cement activ ities inclu de u se and misu se inv estig ations w hich deal w ith health r elated 
issu es,  cr op damag e complaints,  u nau thor iz ed u se of pesticides and pesticide r elated 
emer g encies.   E nfor cement inspections inclu de ag r icu ltu r e and non-ag r icu ltu r e u se sites,  
ex per imental u se,  pr odu cer  estab lishment,  mar k et place,  cer tified applicator s,  pesticide dealer s,  
impor t/ ex por t,  str u ctu r al pesticide u se sites and w or k er  pr otection.  
 



IV. P E S T IC ID E  C E RT IF IC A T IO N  A N D  T RA IN IN G  P RO G RA M  
 
The strong educational component of the Division’s activities is evidenced in the Pesticide 
A pplicator C ertification and Training Program.   All pesticide applicators who apply an y 
pesticides f or a f ee or apply or su perv ise the application  of  an y restricted u se pesticides m u st b e 
certif ied b y L D AF .   C ertif ication  shall b e issu ed on ly af ter the applican t has satisf actorily passed 
an  ex am in ation .   C ertif ication s are v alid f or three years an d are ren ewed b y the applicator 
atten din g  a pesticide train in g  sem in ar in  the specif ic categ ory f or which recertif ication  is sou g ht.   
T he D iv ision  presen tly certif ies applicators as priv ate applicators,  pesticide salesperson s,  
ag ricu ltu ral con su ltan ts an d com m ercial applicators.   C ateg ories of  certif ication  f or com m ercial 
applicators are av ailab le in  ag ricu ltu ral pest con trol,  f orest pest con trol,  orn am en tal an d tu rf  pest 
con trol,  seed treatm en t,  aq u atic pest con trol,  rig ht-of -way pest con trol,  pu b lic health,  reg u latory 
pest con trol,  an d dem on stration  an d research pest con trol.   T hese certif ied applicators are 
em ployed b y b u sin esses issu ed own er/ operator licen ses that allow them  to do b u sin ess as 
com m ercial applicators,  R estricted U se P esticide ( R U P )  dealers or ag ricu ltu ral con su ltan ts.   
C ertif ied applicators applyin g  pesticides in  the categ ory of  stru ctu ral pest con trol are em ployed 
b y licen sed applicators who hav e b een  issu ed a place of  b u sin ess perm it.  
 
V. P E S T IC ID E  RE G IS T RA T IO N  P RO G RA M  
 
A ny  pesticide sold,  offered for sale or distrib uted in L ouisiana must b e registered annually  w ith 
the Division.   T he D iv ision  m ain tain s a datab ase of  reg istered pesticides an d k eeps an  u p to date 
lab el f ile.   R an dom  in spection s are con du cted at R U P  dealers,  distrib u tors an d in  the m ark et 
place to locate u n reg istered pesticides,  can celed or su spen ded pesticides m isb ran ded an d/ or 
im properly pack ag ed pesticides,  an d pesticides that are n ot su itab le f or  sale or u se.  
 
T he D iv ision  will con tin u e to adm in ister E m erg en cy E x em ption s ( S ection  1 8 )  an d S tate S pecial 
L ocal N eed R eg istration s ( S ection  2 4 ( c) ) .   T he D i v ision ,  in  cooperation  with the L ou isian a S tate 
U n iv ersity Ag ricu ltu ral C en ter,  prepares application s,  su b m its these application s f or E P A 
approv al an d m on itors application s f or com plian ce.  
 
VI. S T RU C T U RA L  P E S T  C O N T RO L  P RO G RA M  
 
The Division’s S tructural Pest C ontrol Program is operated u n der the au thority of  P art V I I  of  the 
L ou isian a P esticide L aw.   T he pu rpose of  this prog ram  is to reg u late the application s of  
pesticides in  an d arou n d stru ctu res b y pest con trol operators which are charg in g  a f ee f or su ch 
serv ices.   T hose applicators applyin g  pesticides u n der the su perv ision  of  certif ied applicators are 
also reg istered u n der this prog ram .   T he D iv ision  in v estig ates all reports of  com plain ts dealin g  
with stru ctu ral pest con trol application s in  a tim ely m an n er.   I n  addition ,  ou r in spectors rou tin ely 
con du ct in spection s on  illeg al operators,  application s,  pre-treat j ob s,  m in i m u m  specif ication s f or 
term ite work  an d wood in f estation  reports.  
 
VII. W A T E R P RO G RA M S  
 
W ater Program G oals are to allev iate pesticides in  the waters of  L ou isian a b y m in i m iz in g ,  
m itig atin g  an d prev en tin g  pesticide con tam in ation s.   T he D iv ision  has estab lished a water 
( su rf ace an d g rou n d)  sam plin g  prog ram  f or m on itorin g  the presen ce of  pesticides in  water.   T he 
prog ram  also prov ides f or determ in ation s an d assessm en ts of  lev els of  pesticides detected in  
relation ship to relativ e stan dards.   T hese determ in ation s an d assessm en ts are u sed in  determ in in g  
action s an d respon ses tak en  b y the D iv ision .  
 



VIII. P E S T IC ID E  W A S T E  P R O G R A M  
 
The Pesticide Waste Pr o g r am  i s  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  p r o g r a m  t ha t  p r o t e c t s  t he  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  he a l t h a n d  s a f e t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  c i t i z e n s .  T he  p r o g r a m  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
ha n d l i n g  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s  a n d  p e s t i c i d e s  w a s t e  s i t e s  t ha t  a r e  o u t s i d e  o f  u s e  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e a s  
a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  a s s e s s m e n t ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  r e m e d i a t i o n  a c t i o n s . 
 
IX . F O O D  S A F E T Y  P R O G R A M  
 
The D iv isio n  has estab l ished a F o o d S af ety  Pr o g r am  t ha t  e s t a b l i s he s  s a m p l i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  
m o n i t o r i n g  f o r  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s  o n  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  r a w  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  A n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  
o f  t hi s  p r o g r a m  i s  t he  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d a t a  o n  t he  “ s a f e t y ”  o f  f o o d  p r o d u c e d  o n  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  f a r m s . 
 
X . W O R K E R  P R O T E C T IO N  P R O G R A M  
 
The m aj o r  f o cu s o f  the Wo r k er  Pr o tectio n  Pr o g r am  i s  t o  r e d u c e  r i s k s  o f  p e s t i c i d e  r e l a t e d  i l l n e s s  
a n d  i n j u r y  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y e e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t he  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l a n t s .  T hi s  
i n c l u d e s  e m p l o y e e s  t ha t  l o a d ,  m i x ,  o r  a p p l y  p e s t i c i d e s  a n d  t ho s e  e m p l o y e e s  w ho  m a y  w o r k  i n  o r  
n e a r  t r e a t e d  s i t e s . 
 
X I. E N D A N G E R E D  S P E C IE S  P R O T E C T IO N  P R O G R A M  
 
The E n dan g er ed S p ecies Pr o tectio n  Pr o g r am  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  m i n i m i z i n g  u n n e c e s s a r y  i m p a c t s  
f r o m  p e s t i c i d e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o n  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .  T he  p r o g r a m  t a k e s  a  s p e c i e s  
a p p r o a c h e n c o m p a s s i n g  a  p e s t i c i d e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  t ha t  i n c l u d e s  s p e c i e s  p r o f i l e ,  p e s t i c i d e  
t hr e s ho l d  l e v e l s  t ha t  m a y  a f f e c t  t he  s p e c i e s  t ha t  i n c l u d e s  b i o l o g i c a l  o p i n i o n s  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n s  
t o  m i t i g a t e  p o t e n t i a l  p e s t i c i d e  r i s k s  t o  t he  s p e c i e s . T he  D i v i s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o f f e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  p e s t i c i d e s  o n  a  r o u t i n e  b a s i s . 
 
X II. S C H O O L  P E S T IC ID E  S A F E T Y  P R O G R A M  
 
S c ho o l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u b m i t  i n t e g r a t e d  p e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  t o  t he  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  k e e p  a  
w r i t t e n  r e c o r d  o f  r e s t r i c t e d  u s e  p e s t i c i d e s  u s e d  t o  c o n t r o l  p e s t s - a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n . 
 
X III. O R G A N IC  C E R T IF IC A T IO N  

I n  2 0 0 2  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  ( U S D A )  a d o p t e d  t he  N a t i o n a l  
O r g a n i c  S t a n d a r d s . T he  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  ( L D A F )  c o m p l e t e d  
t he  U S D A  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  2 0 0 4 . L D A F  n o w  c e r t i f i e s  O r g a n i c  
P r o d u c t i o n / P r o c e s s i n g / H a n d l i n g  e n t i t i e s  w i t hi n  t he  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  u n d e r  t he  f e d e r a l  r u l e .  T he  
s t a t e  o r g a n i c  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  r e p e a l e d  a t  t ha t  t i m e .  T he  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  
s t a n d a r d s  c o n t i n u e  w i t h s t r i c t  p r o hi b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t he  u s e  o f  s y n t he t i c  p e s t i c i d e s ,  f e r t i l i z e r s  o r  
o t he r  a d d i t i v e s  o n  p r o d u c t s  b e i n g  s o l d  a s  “ o r g a n i c ” .  L D A F  c e r t i f i e s  a  ho s t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  g r o w n  
c r o p s  i n c l u d i n g  f r u i t s  ( b l a c k b e r r i e s ,  b l u e b e r r i e s ,  &  c i t r u s ) ;  p a s t u r e  a n d  ha y ;  n u t s  ( p e c a n s ) ;  
v e g e t a b l e s ;  &  he r b s ;  a n d  s e v e r a l  l i v e s t o c k  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c e r t i f i e d  p r o d u c i n g  o r g a n i c  
m i l k  a n d  o r g a n i c  c e r t i f i e d  b e e f  a n d  l a m b . 

 



2006 - 2009  P e s t i c i d e  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o g r a m s  S u m m a r y  
 
1 .   N o .  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i c e n s e d / c e r t i f i e d  i n  b e l o w  l i s t e d  c a t e g o r i e s  1  – 1 0.   T h e s e  a r e  b r o k e n  
o u t  i n t o  A g r i c u l t u r a l  ( A g . )  a n d  N o n -A g r i c u l t u r a l  ( N A g . )  a c t i v i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  f o u n d  ( n o t e :  o n e  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  l i c . / c e r t .  i n  m u l t i p l e  c a t e g o r i e s )  
 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  U s e :  F Y  2006 F Y  2007   F Y  2008  F Y  2009  
( 1)  A g  P e s t  C o n t r o l  10 27  10 11 10 12 10 0 8  
( 2)  F o r e s t  P e s t  C o n t r o l  25 6  26 4 29 2 28 8  
( 4)  S e e d  T r e a t m e n t  42 39  38  39  
( 10 )  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  &  R e s e a r c h  P e s t  C o n t r o l  6 5 9  6 41 6 35  6 20  
T O T A L  19 8 4 19 5 5  19 7 7  19 5 5  
     
N o n -A g r i c u l t u r a l :  F Y  2006 F Y  2007  F Y  2008  F Y  2009  
( 3)  O r n a m e n t a l  &  T u r f  P e s t  C o n t r o l  7 37  7 5 4 7 8 1 7 5 8  
( 5 )  A q u a t i c  P e s t  C o n t r o l  5 6 2 5 8 9  5 9 7  6 47  
( 6 )  R i g h t -o f -W a y  P e s t  C o n t r o l  1345  138 3 140 0  1434 
( 7 a )  S t r u c t u r a l  P e s t  C o n t r o l   9 7 1 9 9 3 9 7 1 9 7 2 
( 7  b , c , d )  I n d u s t r i a l ,  I n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  S t r u c t u r a l ,  
H e a l t h  R e l a t e d  P e s t  C o n t r o l  5 0 8  46 2 46 3 45 2 
( 8 )  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  P e s t  C o n t r o l  426  449  449  45 3 
( 9 )  R e g u l a t o r y  P e s t  C o n t r o l  18  3 11 11 
     
T O T A L  45 6 7  46 33 46 7 2 47 27  
     
 F Y  2006 F Y  2007  F Y  2008  F Y  2009  
     
P r i v a t e  A p p l i c a t o r s  8 244 8 18 9  7 8 0 9  7 5 6 9  
R e s t r i c t e d  U s e  P e s t i c i d e  ( R U P )  S a l e s p e r s o n  19 7  16 0  16 2 16 2 
A g  C o n s u l t a n t  19 2 18 9  18 8  18 6  
     
 
 
  I n s p e c t i o n s  o f  e n t i t i e s  u n d e r  e a c h  b r o a d  c a t e g o r y  t h a t  u s e  p e s t i c i d e s :   
 
 
 
F i s c a l  
Y e a r  

 
 
 
A g   U s e  

 
 
A g  F o r  
C a u s e  

 
 
N A g  
U s e   

 
N A g  
F o r  
C a u s e  

 
 
E x p e r i m e n t a l   
U s e  P e r m i t  

 
C e r t i f i e d  
A p p l i c a t o r  
R e c o r d s  

 
 
 
T o t a l  

20 0 6  37 5  132 138 2 229  1 35 8  247 7  
20 0 7  313 119  16 8 2 241 2 5 48  29 0 5  
20 0 8  37 0  16 1 1427  218  3 7 0 1 28 8 0  
20 0 9  331 126  138 3 244 4 7 10  27 9 8  
 
U s e  - ( n e u t r a l  s c h e m e )  r o u t i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  m o n i t o r i n g  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  r e l a t e d  
t o :  s c h o o l s ;  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ;  w o r k e r  s a f e t y ;  r i g h t  o f  w a y  m a i n t e n a n c e ;  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  
c o m m e r c i a l  o r n a m e n t a l ,  t u r f  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  p e s t  c o n t r o l .  
 
F o r  C a u s e  - p r i m a r i l y  i n i t i a t e d  f r o m  c o m p l a i n t s ,  o t h e r  a g e n c y  r e f e r r a l s  o r  t i p s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n  
a l l e g e d  m i s -u s e  o f  a  p e s t i c i d e  i n  a n y  a r e a .  
 



3. N o . o f  p e s t i c i d e s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a :  
 

2006  11, 6 00 
2007  11, 9 33 
2008  12, 37 6  
2009  12, 339  

 
4 .  I n s p e c t i o n s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o d u c i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g  p e s t i c i d e s :  
 
F i s c a l  
Y e a r  

P e s t i c i d e  
P r o d u c i n g  
E s t a b l i s h m e n t  

P e s t i c i d e  
M a r k e t  
P l a c e  

P e s t i c i d e  
I m p o r t s  

P e s t i c i d e  
E x p o r t s  

R e s t r i c t e d  U s e  
P e s t i c i d e  
( R U P )  D e a l e r s  

T o t a l s  

2006  4 5 28 3 0 2 14 1 4 7 1 
2007  51 4 34  5 1 14 8  6 39  
2008  51 4 08  3 1 152 6 15 
2009  4 4  323 0 0 19 0 557  
 
 



SEED PROGRAMS DIVISION 
 

T h e  S e e d  P r o g r a m s  D i v i s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e g a l  
c i t a t i o n s :  

 
• Lo u i s i a n a  S e e d  La w     R .S . 3 : 1 4 3 1 -1 4 4 9  
• S e e d  R u l e s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s    LA C  7 : 1 0 1 -1 2 1  
• Lo u i s i a n a  S e e d  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  S t a n d a r d s              LA C  7 : 1 2 3 -2 3 7  
• U S D A  – S e e d  R e g u l a t o r y  a n d  T e s t i n g  B r a n c h  C o o p e r a t i v e  P r o g r a m  

o F e d e r a l  S e e d  A c t     7  U .S .C . 1 5 5 1 -1 6 1 1  
o F e d e r a l  S e e d  A c t  R e g u l a t i o n s   7  C F R  2 0 1  

 
T h e  S e e d  P r o g r a m s  D i v i s i o n  l i c e n s e s  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  8 0 0  S e e d  D e a l e r s  e a c h  y e a r .  A E S  f i e l d  
i n s p e c t o r s  t a k e  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  3 , 9 1 5  r e g u l a t o r y  s a m p l e s ,  2 9 3  c e r t i f i e d  s a m p l e s  a n d  1 , 3 3 4  s e r v i c e  
s a m p l e s ,  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  5 , 5 5 2  s e e d  s a m p l e s .  T h e  Lo u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e e d  T e s t i n g  La b o r a t o r y  
p e r f o r m s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1 , 0 0 0  t e s t s  o n  t h e s e  s a m p l e s  ( r o w  c r o p s ,  t r e e  s e e d ,  w i l d l i f e  m i x t u r e s ,  
g r a s s  s e e d s  f o r  l a w n s  a n d  h i g h w a y  r o a d s i d e s ,  v e g e t a b l e  s e e d s ,  w i l d f l o w e r  s e e d s  &  e t c .)   T h e r e  i s  
a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 8 2  S t o p  O r d e r s  p l a c e d  o n  s e e d  l o t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  t e s t  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  
s a m p l e s .  A s  t h e  S e e d  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a g e n c y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n s p e c t s  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  
1 6 , 6 1 2  a c r e s  o f  v a r i o u s  c r o p s  ( r i c e ,  s u g a r c a n e ,  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s ,  s m a l l  g r a i n s ,  t u r f  g r a s s  &  e t c )  t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  f i e l d  a n d  s e e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  m e t . 
 
Id e n t i t y  a n d  De s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Su b -U n i t s  In v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Se e d  Pr o g r a m  
 
I . B o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  c r e a t e d  b y  s t a t u t e  a n d  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e  &  F o r e s t r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  A c t . 
 

A . Lo u i s i a n a  S e e d  C o m m i s s i o n  – R .S . 3 : 1 4 3 2 -1 4 3 3  
 

1 . C o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e m b e r s  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  S e c t i o n  1 4 3 2  o f  t h e  
Lo u i s i a n a  S e e d  La w :  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  Lo u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  &  F o r e s t r y  
D i r e c t o r ,  Lo u i s i a n a  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  
D i r e c t o r ,  Lo u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n  
P r e s i d e n t ,  Lo u i s i a n a  A g . I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c . 
P r e s i d e n t ,  Lo u i s i a n a  F a r m  B u r e a u  F e d e r a t i o n  

2 . P o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Lo u i s i a n a  S e e d  C o m m i s s i o n  
( a )  M a k e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  m e t h o d s  o f  s a m p l i n g ,  

i n s p e c t i n g ,  a n d  m a k i n g  a n a l y s i s  t e s t s  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o f  a l l  s e e d s  f o r  
s a l e . 

 
( b )  E s t a b l i s h  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t o l e r a n c e s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  

Lo u i s i a n a  S e e d  La w . 
 
( c )  M a k e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  g r o w i n g ,  

h a r v e s t i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  m a r k e t ,  l a b e l i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g ,  a n d  
m a r k e t i n g  c e r t i f i e d  c l a s s e s  o f  s e e d s . 



 
( d )  E s t a b l i s h  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  v a r i e t a l  p u r i t y  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  

s t a n d a r d s  a s  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s a l e  o f  c e r t i f i e d  c l a s s e s  o f  s e e d s .  
 

( e )  M a k e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  s c h e d u l e s  o f  
c h a r g e s  f o r  t e s t i n g  s e e d s  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S e e d  T e s t i n g  L a b o r a t o r y ,  f o r  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s a m p l i n g  a n d  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e e d  
c r o p s ,  a n d  f o r  p r i n t i n g  o f  c e r t i f i e d  s e e d  t a g s .  

 
( f )  M a k e  a l l  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  

L o u i s i a n a  S e e d  L a w .  
 

( g )  L i m i t  s a l e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s e e d s  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i e d  c l a s s e s  o n l y  w h e n  
t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  l i m i t a t i o n  w i l l  b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  c r o p  i n d u s t r y  
a n d  f a r m e r s .  

 
( h )  I n  m a k i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  g i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  m i n i m u m  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  v a r i e t a l  p u r i t y  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  k i n d ,  
q u a l i t y  a n d  e s t i m a t e d  a m o u n t s  o f  s e e d  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l e  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  t r a d e  
p r a c t i c e s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o f f e r i n g  a n d  d i s p l a y i n g  f o r  
s a l e ,  l a b e l i n g  s a m p l i n g  a n d  m a k i n g  a n a l y s e s ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  
o f  g r o w e r s  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  

 
I I .  P r o g r a m  s u b -u n i t s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  f u n c t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b o a r d s  a n d / o r  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  b u t  
e x i s t i n g  u n d e r  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y .  
 

A .  S e e d  R e g u l a t o r y  P r o g r a m  – R . S .  3 : 1 4 3 1 -1 4 4 9  
 

( 1 )  P o w e r s ,  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S e e d  T e s t i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  a s  
a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S e e d  L a w ,  t o  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a  D i r e c t o r  a n d  
A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ,  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  
F o r e s t r y .  
 

( a )  I n s p e c t ,  t e s t  a n d  m a k e  a n a l y s e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  f l o w e r  
s e e d s  t r a n s p o r t e d ,  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  s o l d  o r  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
f o r  p l a n t i n g  p u r p o s e s .   T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y  p l a n t i n g  s e e d  
i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  
p l a n t i n g  s e e d .   T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  t o  
u s e r s  i s  a  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  

 
( b )  E n s u r e  t h a t  s e e d  f o r  p l a n t i n g  p u r p o s e s  o f f e r e d  t o  o r  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  

p u r c h a s e r  m e e t  t h e  l a b e l i n g  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  s e l l e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
g e r m i n a t i o n ,  p u r e  s e e d  c o n t e n t ,  i n e r t  m a t t e r  c o n t e n t ,  p r e s e n c e  o f  
o t h e r  c r o p  s e e d s ,  n o x i o u s  a n d  o t h e r  w e e d  s e e d s ,  t h a t  f a l s e  o r  
m i s l e a d i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t h e r e t o  i s  n o t  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  
a n d  t h a t  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S e e d  L a w  a r e  m e t .  

 
( c )  E n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  c e r t i f i e d  s e e d  m e e t  t h e  s e e d  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S e e d  



Commission and the Louisiana Seed Law before being eligible for 
disp osition as a c lass of Louisiana c ertified seed.  

 
( d)  O ffer to Louisiana farmers,  seedsmen and other residents the 

serv ic es of testing for v arietal and mec hanic al p urity ,  germination 
and v igor lev el,  thus p rov iding information whic h may  be used in 
mak ing labeling,  warehousing,  p lanting and other dec isions.  

 
( e)  R egister and issue lic enses to seedsmen both in state and out of state 

who sell seed in Louisiana,  ex c ep ting those ex emp ted by  the 
Louisiana Seed Law.  

 
( f)  I ssue Stop  Sale notic es c ov ering seed whic h is in v iolation of the 

Seed Law and/ or rules and regulations or when there is good reason 
to believ e a seed lot is in v iolation of said Law and/ or rules and 
regulations,  and issue Stop  Sale notic es against any  seed dealer who 
fails to c omp l y  with the registration and lic ensing req uirements of 
the Seed Law.  

 
( g)  Enforc e other p rov isions of the Louisiana Seed Law and its p ursuant 

rules and regulations.  
 

B .  Seed Certific ation P rogram – LA C 7 : 1 2 3 -2 3 7  
 

( 1 )  F unc tions and duties of the Louisiana Seed Certific ation P rogram as 
authoriz ed by  the Louisiana Seed Law.  

 
( a)  M ak e rules and regulations gov erning the c onditions for growing,  

harv esting,  p roc essing,  p rep aring for mark et,  labeling,  distributing,  
and mark eting seeds and other p rop agating stoc k  as c ertified,  
registered or foundation c lasses.  

 
( b)  Set forth in its rules,  minimum req uirements of v arietal p urity  and 

mec hanic al standards as a c ondition to sale or distribute as c ertified,  
registered or foundation seeds or other p rop agating stoc k .  

 
( c )  Establish a reasonable fee sc hedule to be c harged for mak ing 

ap p lic ation for insp ec tion and field insp ec tion for c ertific ation of 
seed.  

 
( d)  Establish a reasonable c ertific ation fee sc hedule.  

 
( e)  Ensure that the c ertific ation standards c omp ly  with the F ederal Seed 

A c t,  the A ssoc iation of O ffic ial Seed Certify ing A genc ies minimum 
guidelines,  and the sc heme of the O rganiz ation of Ec onomic  Co-
op eration and D ev elop ment.  

 
C.  T he basic  obj ec tiv es of these p rograms are to:  

  
( a)  P rov ide v ital func tions for the Louisiana State U niv ersity ’ s 

F oundation Seed P rogram to ex ist.   T ogether these two p rograms 



provide the avenue f or the rel eas e of  new  and im proved c ertif ied 
c rop varieties  to L ouis iana g row ers .  

 
( b )  E l i m inate s eed l ots  w hic h are uns uitab l e f or pl anting  purpos es  f rom  

s eed trade c hannel s .  
 
( c )  R educ e the viol ations  of  the L ouis iana S eed L aw  and/ or R ul es  and 

R eg ul ations .  
 

( d)  P rovide C ertif ied and S ervic e s eed tes ting  s ervic es  and provide a 
reas onab l e f ee s c hedul e f or thes e s ervic es .  

 
( e)  E ns ure truth-in-l ab el ing  and other req uired l ab el ing  req uirem ents  f or 

s eed of f ered f or s al e,  s ol d,  trans ported or dis trib uted in L ouis iana.  
 

( f )  E ns ure f al s e or m is l eading  advertis ing  is  not c onduc ted on s eed f or 
s al e or s ol d in L ouis iana.  

 
( g )  E ns ure that L ouis iana c ertif ied s eed m eets  the req uired s tandards ,  

and that thos e s tandards  m eet the needs  of  c ons um ers  in L ouis iana;  
and that the us e of  hig h q ual ity  c ertif ied s eed is  enc ourag ed.  

 
( h)  P rovide the es s ential  s ervic e of  g erm ination tes ting  and purity  

anal y s is  to f arm ers ,  s eeds m en and other L ouis iana res idents  f or us e 
as  g uides  in l ab el ing ,  pl anting ,  w arehous ing  and other operations .  

 
( i)  P rovide rel iab l e vig or tes ts  of  c ertain c rop k inds  as  an aid to f arm ers  

and s eeds m en in f arm ,  w arehous e and m erc handis ing  m anag em ent.  
 

( j )  P rotec t the s eed indus try  and L ouis iana’ s  f ood s uppl y  throug h the 
earl y  detec tion and prevention of  the introduc tion of  g enetic al l y  
m odif ied ( G M )  s eed traits  in im portant ec onom ic  c rops .  

 
( k )  P rovide anal y s is  reports  to c ontrac tors  and f arm ers  as  req uired b y  

the L ouis iana D epartm ent of  T rans portations  and D evel opm ent 
( D O T D )  and F arm  S ervic e A g enc y  ( F S A )  f or reim b urs em ent 
pay m ents .   

 
 

D .  I n order to ac c om pl is h the ab ove ob j ec tives  the f ol l ow ing  ac tivities  are c arried out:  
   

( a)  C ol l ec tion of  s am pl es  b y  departm ent ins pec tors  f rom  s eed b eing  
of f ered f or s al e to b e c hec k ed in the s tate s eed tes ting  l ab oratory  f or 
c om pl ianc e w ith l aw  and reg ul ations .  

 
( b )  I ns pec tion of  f iel ds  b y  departm ent ins pec tors  to determ ine if  

req uirem ents  are m et as  s et f orth in the L ouis iana S eed C ertif ic ation 
S tandards .  

 



(c) C o l l e ct i o n  o f  s a m p l e s  o f  s e e d  b y  d e p a r t m e n t  i n s p e ct o r s  a n d  t e s t i n g  
i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  ce r t i f i ca t i o n ,  i f  s a i d  
s e e d  h a v e  m e t  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r i o r  t o  s a m p l i n g .  



 
AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY PROGRAMS DIVISION 

 
In t r o d u c t i o n  
T h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  P r o g r a m s  D i v i s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  l a w s  
w h i c h  r e g u l a t e  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  s a l e s  o f  a n i m a l  f e e d s ,  p l a n t  f o o d ,  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i m i n g  
m a t e r i a l s . 
 
T h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  L a b o r a t o r y  p r o v i d e s  a n a l y t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  f e e d ,  
f e r t i l i z e r  a n d  l i m e  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  l a b  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d o  s o . 
 
T h r o u g h  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r ,  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  p r o v i d e s  a n a l y t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  
S e r v i c e . 
 
I n  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9 ,  t h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  L a b o r a t o r y  b e c a m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  F o o d  
E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e  N e t w o r k  ( F E R N ) . T h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  L a b  i s  o n e  o f  t h r e e  F E R N  
m e m b e r  l a b s  i n  L o u i s i a n a . T h e  F E R N  s y s t e m ,  a  n e t w o r k  o f  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  f o o d -t e s t i n g  
l a b s ,  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  e n a b l e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  q u i c k l y  r e s p o n d  t o  e m e r g e n c i e s  i n v o l v i n g  b i o l o g i c a l ,  
c h e m i c a l ,  o r  r a d i o l o g i c a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  f o o d . 
 
An i m a l  F e e d s  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  a d m i n i s t e r s  L R S  T i t l e  3 ,  C h a p t e r  1 4 ,  S e c t i o n s  1 8 9 1 -1 9 0 7 ,  w h i c h  
r e g u l a t e s  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  s a l e s  o f  a n i m a l  f e e d s .  Al l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  
w i t h  t h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  o f f i c e  a n d  p a y  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e ,  l a b e l  f e e ,  a n d  t o n n a g e  f e e  o n  
t h e i r  s a l e s . 
 
S a m p l e s  a r e  r a n d o m l y  t a k e n  b y  i n s p e c t o r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  s a m p l e s  a r e  a n a l y z e d  i n  t h e  
l a b o r a t o r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  d e l e t e r i o u s  s u b s t a n c e s ,  i f  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  f e e d s  m e e t  l a b e l  
g u a r a n t e e s .  I f  s a m p l e s  a r e  d e f i c i e n t ,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  i s  a s s e s s e d  a  p e n a l t y  w h i c h  i s  p a i d  t o  t h e  
c o n s u m e r  i f  t h a t  p e r s o n  i s  k n o w n  a n d  c a n  b e  l o c a t e d .  I f  t h e  c o n s u m e r  i s  n o t  k n o w n ,  t h e  p e n a l t y  
i s  p a i d  t o  t h e  s t a t e . 
 
R e p e a t e d  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  f r o m  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  a n d / o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p e n a l t i e s . 
 
T h e  F e e d  C o m m i s s i o n  a d j u d i c a t e s  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  F e e d  L a w  a n d  i m p o s e s  p e n a l t i e s  w h e n  
v i o l a t i o n s  a r e  f o u n d .  
 
Pl a n t  F o o d  
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  a d m i n i s t e r s  L R S  T i t l e  3 ,  C h a p t e r  1 0 ,  P a r t  I ,  S e c t i o n s  1 3 1 1 -1 3 1 8 ,  w h i c h  
r e g u l a t e s  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  s a l e s  o f  p l a n t  f o o d .  Al l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  
t h e i r  c o m p a n y  w i t h  t h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  o f f i c e  a n d  t o  p a y  a  t o n n a g e  f e e  o n  t h e i r  s a l e s . 
S a m p l e s  a r e  r a n d o m l y  t a k e n  b y  i n s p e c t o r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  s a m p l e s  a r e  a n a l y z e d  i n  t h e  
l a b o r a t o r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  d e l e t e r i o u s  s u b s t a n c e s ,  i f  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  p l a n t  f o o d s  m e e t  
l a b e l  g u a r a n t e e s .  I f  s a m p l e s  a r e  d e f i c i e n t ,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  i s  a s s e s s e d  a  p e n a l t y  w h i c h  i s  p a i d  t o  
t h e  c o n s u m e r  i f  t h a t  p e r s o n  i s  k n o w n  a n d  c a n  b e  l o c a t e d .  I f  t h e  c o n s u m e r  i s  n o t  k n o w n ,  t h e  



penalty is paid to the state. 
 
R epeated v iolations b y m anu f ac tu r er s c an r esu lt in w ithdr aw al of  the pr odu c t f r om  the 
m ar k etplac e and/ or  additional penalties. 
 
T he F er tiliz er  C om m ission adj u dic ates v iolations of  the F er tiliz er  L aw  and im poses penalties 
w hen v iolations ar e f ou nd.  
 
Agricultural Liming Materials 
 
A g r ic u ltu r al C hem istr y adm inister s L R S  T itle 3 ,  C hapter  1 0 ,  P ar t I I I ,  S ec tions 1 3 6 1 -1 3 7 3 ,  w hic h 
r eg u lates the sale and distr ib u tion of  m ater ials u sed to r edu c e the ac idity of  ag r ic u ltu r al soils. 
B asic  su pplier s of  ag r ic u ltu r al li m ing  m ater ials ar e r eq u ir ed to r eg ister  w ith the A g r ic u ltu r al 
C hem istr y of f ic e and pay a tonnag e f ee on their  sales. S am ples ar e r andom ly tak en b y inspec tor s 
and these ar e analyz ed to deter m ine if  the spec if ic ations set f or th in the A c t ar e m et.  I f  sam ples 
ar e f ou nd to b e def ic ient,  a penalty is assessed ag ainst the su pplier ,  and this am ou nt is paid to the 
c onsu m er  if  the c onsu m er  is k now n,  other w ise the penalty if  paid to the state. 
 
I n the ev ent that a su pplier  w ishes to of f er  an indu str ial b y-pr odu c t as an ag r ic u ltu r al li m ing  
m ater ial,  the su pplier  m u st f u r nish the A g r ic u ltu r al C hem istr y of f ic e w ith an elem ental analysis 
and a c alc iu m  c ar b onate eq u iv alenc e v alu e to show  that the pr odu c t is not deleter iou s to plants,  is 
env ir onm entally saf e,  and that it is su itab le as a li m ing  m ater ial. A ny b y-pr odu c ts m u st b e 
appr ov ed b y A g r ic u ltu r al C hem istr y and a soil f er tility spec ialist f r om  the L ou isiana S tate 
U niv er sity C ooper ativ e E x tension S er v ic e b ef or e they c an b e r eg ister ed. 
 
S up p o rt f o r P esticid e and  E nv iro nmental P ro gram 
 
A g r ic u ltu r al C hem istr y pr ov ides c hem ic al analyses of  pestic ide f or m u lations and pestic ide 
r esidu es. 
 
F or m u lations’  sam ples inc lu de those tak en f r om  pr odu c er s,  r etail ou tlets,  ag r ic u ltu r al and non-
ag r ic u ltu r al u ser s,  and c hem ic als u sed in str u c tu r al pest c ontr ol. 
 
M ater ials analyz ed f or  pestic ide r esidu es inc lu de soil,  w ater ,  anim al f eeds,  f ood,  seaf ood,  air ,  
plant and anim al tissu es,  ar tic les of  c lothing ,  hou sehold ar tic les,  f ood c ontainer s,  and sw ab  
sam ples tak en f r om  inside dw elling s,  and sw ab s f r om  other  ob j ec ts too lar g e to b r ing  into the 
lab or ator y,  su c h as au tom ob iles,  b u ilding s,  f u r nitu r e,  etc . 
 
E nf or c em ent of  pestic ide law s is hig hly dependent u pon c hem ic al analyses pr ov ided b y 
A g r ic u ltu r al C hem istr y. 
 
S up p o rt o f  Meat I nsp ectio n P ro gram 
 
A g r i c u ltu r al C hem istr y su ppor ts the L D A F / U S D A  M eat I nspec tion P r og r am .  S pac e and 
su per v ision ar e pr ov ided in the lab or ator y f or  c hem ic al analyses of  m eat sam ples.  T he 
lab or ator y is a U S D A  c er tif ied lab or ator y. 
 
S up p o rt o f  D ep artment o f  Agriculture and  F o restry  O f f ices and  P ro grams 
 
A g r ic u ltu r al C hem istr y pr ov ides c hem ic al analyses f or  other  O f f ic es of  the L ou isiana 
D epar tm ent of  A g r ic u ltu r e and F or estr y u pon r eq u est. 



 
Cooperation between Agricultural Chemistry and Louisiana State University Agriculture 
Center 
 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  p r o v i d e s  a n a l y t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n .   D e p a r t m e n t s  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n  w h i c h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  h a s  p r o v i d e d  r e s e a r c h  s u p p o r t  f o r  
i n c l u d e :  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  A g r o n o m y ,  A n i m a l  S c i e n c e ,  A q u a c u l t u r e ,  A u d u b o n  S u g a r ,  
D a i r y  S c i e n c e ,  E n t o m o l o g y ,  F o o d  S c i e n c e ,  H o r t i c u l t u r e ,  H u m a n  E c o l o g y ,  P l a n t  P a t h o l o g y ,  
P o u l t r y  S c i e n c e  a n d  R e n e w a b l e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .   T h i s  c o o p e r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  
o u t  w i t h  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  B a t o n  R o u g e  a n d  w i t h  t h o s e  l o c a t e d  i n  b r a n c h  s t a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  
 
A n a l y s e s  a r e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  w o r k  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e .   T h e  s a m p l e s  m a y  c o m e  f r o m  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  B a t o n  R o u g e  o r  f r o m  
a g e n t s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s .  
 
A n a l y s e s  f o r  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  a n i m a l  f e e d s ,  f o r a g e ,  f o o d ,  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  s o i l s ,  
w a t e r ,  p e s t i c i d e  f o r m u l a t i o n s ,  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s ,  m y c o t o x i n s ,  p l a n t  a n d  a n i m a l  t i s s u e s ,  r a w  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m o n i t o r i n g .  
 
Analyses f or the G eneral P ublic 
 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y  w i l l  a n a l y z e  s a m p l e s  f o r  f a r m e r s ,  h o m e  o w n e r s ,  a g r i b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  a  f e e .   T h e  f e e s  a r e  s t r u c t u r e d  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  
 
  



AN AL Y S I S  O F  O F F I C AL  F E R T I L I Z E R  S AM P L E S  
                     S a m p l e s       % 

F i s c a l  Y e a r    Te s t e d    D e f i c i e n t  
 
2 0 0 3 -0 4  1 5 9 8          4 % 
 
2 0 0 4 -0 5   1 5 1 3          4 % 
 
2 0 0 5 -0 6   1 0 6 3          3 % 
 
2 0 0 6 -0 7   1 4 3 8          2 % 
 
2 0 0 7 -0 8   1 1 3 2          3 % 
 
2 0 0 8 -0 9   1 0 4 6          4 % 
 
 
 
AN AL Y S I S  O F  O F F I C I AL  F E E D  AN D  P E T  F O O D  S AM P L E S  

               S a m p l e s                    % 
F i s c a l  Y e a r             Te s t e d    D e f i c i e n t  
 
2 0 0 3 -0 4    4 4 5 1            4 % 
 
2 0 0 4 -0 5    4 4 2 2          4 % 
 
2 0 0 5 -0 6    2 8 1 8          3 % 
 
2 0 0 6 -0 7    4 0 7 3          2 % 
 
2 0 0 7 -0 8    3 2 8 4          3 % 
 
2 0 0 8 -0 9    3 3 9 2          4 % 
 
 
 P E N AL T I E S  P AI D  T O  F AR M E R S  AN D  T O  T H E  S T AT E  
F O R  D E F I C I E N T  F E E D ,  P E T F O O D  AN D  F E R T I L I Z E R  S AM P L E S  
F i s c a l  Y e a r     F a r m e r     S t a t e  
 
2 0 0 3 -0 4    $ 2 1 , 4 8 1    $ 8 , 6 4 9    
 
2 0 0 4 -0 5    $ 2 1 , 1 9 5    $ 7 , 1 2 0        
 
2 0 0 5 -0 6    $ 8 , 8 8 0     $ 8 , 3 3 7   
 
2 0 0 6 -0 7    $ 1 6 , 6 5 1    $ 9 , 2 0 8   
   
2 0 0 7 -0 8    $ 6 0 , 6 7 0    $ 8 , 0 1 9   
   
2 0 0 8 -0 9    $ 1 7 , 0 9 2    $ 7 , 9 1 9   
 



 
FEED, PETFOOD AND FERTILIZER TONNAGE SOLD 
FISC AL Y EARS 2 0 0 3 -0 4  TH RU  2 0 0 8 -0 9       
F i s c a l  Y e a r    F e e d   P e t  F o o d  F e r t i l i z e r  
 
2 0 0 3 -0 4   6 2 3 , 3 9 6  1 3 7 , 6 7 0  7 5 3 , 6 6 7  
 
2 0 0 4 -0 5   7 1 5 , 5 9 1  1 4 6 , 8 4 2  8 5 5 , 7 5 4  
 
2 0 0 5 -0 6   7 8 9 , 1 2 6  1 2 9 , 5 2 9  7 0 0 , 3 3 1  
 
2 0 0 6 -0 7   7 3 5 , 3 3 8  1 3 2 , 9 7 1  7 7 8 , 5 3 7  
 
2 0 0 7 -0 8   7 6 5 , 2 8 2  1 5 0 , 6 2 7  8 8 5 , 9 5 0  
 
2 0 0 8 -0 9   7 6 2 , 5 3 6            1 2 3 , 0 3 8  7 0 6 , 3 8 1  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 
 
 L O U I S I A N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E  
 A N D  F O R E S T R Y  
 
 
 O F F I C E  O F  A G R I C U L T U R A L  A N D  
 E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S C I E N C E S  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Program Description: 
T h e O f f ice of  A gricu l tu ral  and  E nv ironmental  S ciences ad ministers th e prov isions of  l aw  
rel ating to f ertil iz ers,  agricu l tu ral  l iming material s,  b ol l  w eev i l  erad ication,  sw eet potato 
d iseases,  crop pests and  d iseases,  seed s,  f eed s,  pesticid es,  h orticu l tu re,  and  apiaries.  S tatu tes 
ad ministered  b y  th e O f f ice incl u d e R . S .  3 :1 6 ,  1 0 2 4  and  1 0 2 5 ,  1 3 1 1 -1 3 1 9 ,  1 3 6 1 -1 3 7 3 ,  1 4 3 1 -
1 4 4 9 ,  1 6 0 1 -1 6 1 7 ,  1 6 5 1 -1 6 5 6 ,  1 7 3 1 -1 7 3 6 ,  1 7 4 1 -1 7 4 8 ,  1 7 7 1 -1 7 7 5 ,  1 8 9 1 -1 9 0 7 ,  2 3 0 1 -2 3 1 1 ,  3 2 0 1 -
3 3 9 1 . 1 3 ,  3 8 0 1 -3 8 1 6 ;  R . S .  3 6 :6 2 1  and  6 2 8 ;  and  R . S .  4 0 :6 0 8 . 3 .  T h e O f f ice receiv es its au th ority  
u nd er R . S .  3 6 :6 2 8 ( C ) .   T h e O f f ice is comprised  of  f ou r d iv isions: A gricu l tu ral  C h emistry  
Programs,  H orticu l tu re and  Q u arantine Programs,  Pesticid e and  E nv ironmental  Programs,  and  
S eed  Programs.   T h e F Y  1 0  b u d get f or th e O f f ice is $ 2 4 , 3 5 2 , 9 4 5 .  
  
T h e H orticu l tu re &  Q u arantine Programs Div ision monitors f or and  prov id es f or th e prev ention,  
control ,  and  erad ication of  regu l ated  and  ex otic crop pests or d iseases end angering L ou isiana' s 
agricu l tu ral  ( f ood  and  f ib er) ,  f orestry ,  h orticu l tu ral ,  and  apiary  ind u stries and  th e env ironment;  
ensu res th at prod u cts certif ied  f or ex port f rom L ou isiana are f ree f rom regu l ated  pests;  and  
ov ersees th e q u al if ications and  practices of  persons engaged  in th e green ind u stry .   T h is Div ision 
l icenses and  permits h orticu l tu re rel ated  b u sinesses,  and  inspects,  sampl es,  su rv ey s,  monitors,  
and  ov ersees erad ication/ management ef f orts f or pl ant pests,  incl u d ing b ol l  w eev i l .   T h ese 
activ ities are accompl ish ed  th rou gh  th e impl ementation and  enf orcement of  th e H orticu l tu re 
L aw ,  B ol l  W eev i l  E rad ication L aw ,  C rop Pests and  Diseases L aw ,  S w eet Potato Diseases L aw  
and  A piary  L aw .   A d d itional l y ,  th is Div ision partners w ith  U S DA  and  th e L S U  A gC enter f or 
many  of  its q u arantine or regu l ated  pest activ ities,  saf egu ard ing agricu l tu re and  th e env ironment 
f or L ou isiana stak eh ol d ers w ith  th e greatest ef f iciency  and  ef f ectiv eness possib l e.  
 
T h e Pesticid e and  E nv ironmental  Programs Div ision inspects,  enf orces and  regu l ates th e 
registration,  d istrib u tion,  sal e,  of f ering f or sal e,  and  appl ication of  pesticid es.   T h e Div ision 
regu l ates,  trains and  certif ies Priv ate and  C ommercial  Pesticid e A ppl icators,  S tru ctu ral  Pest 
C ontrol  A ppl icators,  R estricted  U se Pesticid e ( R U P)  S al espersons,  A gricu l tu ral  C onsu l tants,  and  
W ork er Protection S tand ard s ( W PS )  T rainers,  as w el l  as regu l ates and  l icenses or permits 
respectiv e b u sinesses.   T h e Div ision al so monitors th e state' s w ater resou rces f or pesticid es and  
participates in af f i l iated  f ed eral  programs su ch  as E nd angered  S pecies,  U S DA  F ood  S af ety ,  and  
U S DA  O rganic C ertif ication.  
 
T h e S eed  Programs Div ision is ch arged  w ith  ensu ring th at seed  sol d  f or pl anting pu rposes meets 
seed  l ab el  gu arantees and  q u al ity  stand ard s.   I n d oing so,  it prev ents L ou isiana f rom b ecoming a 
d u mping grou nd  f or l ow  q u al ity  pl anting seed  and  ensu res th at a mech anism is in pl ace to 
prov id e a rel iab l e sou rce of  h igh  q u al ity  seed  f rom su perior new  crop v arieties f or L ou isiana 
prod u cers.   T h e responsib i l ities of  th e S eed  Programs Div ision are: 1 )  E nf orcement of  th e S eed  
L aw s and  R egu l ations;  2 )  M anagement of  th e S eed  C ertif ication Program;  and  3 )  O peration of  
th e O f f icial  S tate S eed  T esting L ab oratory .  
 
T h e A gricu l tu ral  C h emistry  Programs Div ision is responsib l e f or ad ministering state l aw s and  
regu l ations w h ich  regu l ate th e manu f actu ring and  sal e of  animal  f eed s,  pet f ood s,  f ertil iz ers and  
agricu l tu ral  l iming material s f or th e pu rpose of  ensu ring th at th e prod u cts meet th e stand ard s 
ou tl ined  in state and  f ed eral  l aw  and  to ensu re th at th ose prod u cts d o not end anger th e 
env ironment or pu b l ic h eal th .   T h e A gricu l tu ral  C h emistry  L ab oratory  is responsib l e f or 
anal y z ing agricu l tu ral  ch emical s and  oth er f arm inpu t components as part of  regu l atory  
enf orcement of  f eed ,  f ertil iz ers,  and  agricu l tu ral  l ime.   I t is th e testing l ab oratory  f or th e Div ision 
of  Pesticid e and  E nv ironmental  Programs,  prov id ing anal y sis in th e enf orcement of  th e Pesticid e 
L aw .   A gricu l tu ral  C h emistry  al so prov id es anal y tical  su pport f or th e O f f ice of  A nimal  H eal th  
S erv ices,  th e L S U  A gC enter and  th e general  pu b l ic.  



 
A  s t a t e w i d e  f o r ce  o f  4 7  a g r i cu l t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s p e ci a l i s t s ,  i . e . ,  i n s p e ct o r s ,  ca r r y  o u t  f i e l d  
i n s p e ct i o n s  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  co m p l i a n ce  w i t h  l a w s  a n d  a r e  s p r e a d  a cr o s s  t h e  s t a t e  i n  
s e v e n  d i s t r i ct s .  T h e s e  s p e ci a l i s t s  a r e  cr o s s -t r a i n e d  i n  a l l  O f f i ce  p r o g r a m s  t o  e n s u r e  p r o f i ci e n cy  i n  
e a ch  a r e a .   V i o l a t o r s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  m a y  b e  i s s u e d  w a r n i n g s  o r  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  a  co m m i s s i o n  t o  
a n s w e r  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s .   
 
M i s s i o n :  
T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i ce  o f  A g r i cu l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S ci e n ce s  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a n i m a l  
f e e d s ,  p e t  f o o d s ,  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  a g r i cu l t u r a l  l i m i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p e s t i ci d e s  m e e t  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
l a w ;  t o  m o n i t o r ,  p r e v e n t ,  co n t r o l  a n d  e r a d i ca t e  p l a n t  p e s t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  
a g r i cu l t u r e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  e co n o m y ;  t o  f a ci l i t a t e  a g r i cu l t u r a l  e x p o r t s  t h r o u g h  ce r t i f i ca t i o n  o f  
p r o d u ct s ;  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  q u a l i f i ca t i o n s  a n d  p r a ct i ce s  o f  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  g r e e n  i n d u s t r y ;  t o  
p r o t e ct  h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  l a b e l i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s t o r a g e ,  
u s e ,  a p p l i ca t i o n  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  p e s t i ci d e s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  e n f o r ce m e n t  o f  a l l  p e s t i ci d e  l a w s ;  t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  s e e d  s o l d  f o r  p l a n t i n g  m e e t s  l a b e l  g u a r a n t e e s  a n d  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s ;  a n d  t o  e n s u r e  a  
s a f e ,  a b u n d a n t  s u p p l y  o f  f o o d  a n d  f i b e r .  

 
G o a l s :  
T h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  O f f i ce  o f  A g r i cu l t u r a l  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S ci e n ce s  a r e  t o :  1 )  a s s u r e ,  t h r o u g h  
s a m p l i n g  a n d  i n s p e ct i o n ,  t h a t  f e e d ,  f e r t i l i z e r ,  l i m e ,  h o r t i cu l t u r a l  p r o d u ct s ,  i m p o r t e d  a n d  e x p o r t e d  
a g r i cu l t u r a l  p r o d u ct s ,  p e s t i ci d e s ,  a n d  s e e d s  m e e t  o r  e x ce e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  b y  f e d e r a l  
a n d  L o u i s i a n a  l a w s ,  r u l e s ,  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  a n d  2 )  t h r o u g h  l i ce n s i n g ,  ce r t i f i ca t i o n ,  s u r v e i l l a n ce  
a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  a s s u r e  a  l e v e l  o f  co m p e t e n cy  i n  s e r v i ce s  a n d  p r o d u ct s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h o s e  i n d u s t r i e s  
r e g u l a t e d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e ct  t h e  p u b l i c a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  
 
 
O B J E C T I V E  I  
 

T h e  H o r t i cu l t u r e  &  Q u a r a n t i n e  P r o g r a m s  D i v i s i o n  w i l l  co n t i n u e  t o  m o n i t o r  f o r  a n d  
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  co n t r o l ,  a n d  e r a d i ca t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t e d  a n d  e x o t i c cr o p  p e s t s  o r  
d i s e a s e s  e n d a n g e r i n g  L o u i s i a n a ' s  a g r i cu l t u r a l  ( f o o d  a n d  f i b e r ) ,  f o r e s t r y ,  h o r t i cu l t u r a l ,  a n d  
a p i a r y  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ;  e n s u r e  t h a t  p r o d u ct s  ce r t i f i e d  f o r  e x p o r t  f r o m  
L o u i s i a n a  a r e  f r e e  f r o m  r e g u l a t e d  p e s t s ;  a n d  o v e r s e e  t h e  q u a l i f i ca t i o n s  a n d  p r a ct i ce s  o f  
p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  g r e e n  i n d u s t r y .   T h i s  D i v i s i o n  l i ce n s e s  a n d  p e r m i t s  h o r t i cu l t u r e  
r e l a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  i n s p e ct s ,  s a m p l e s ,  s u r v e y s ,  m o n i t o r s ,  a n d  o v e r s e e s  e r a d i ca t i o n  
e f f o r t s  f o r  p l a n t  p e s t s ,  i n cl u d i n g  b o l l  w e e v i l .   T h e s e  a ct i v i t i e s  a r e  a cco m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r ce m e n t  o f  t h e  H o r t i cu l t u r e  L a w  ( R . S .  3 : 3 8 0 1 -3 8 1 6 ;  L A C  
7 : X X I X . 1 0 1 -1 2 3 ) ,  B o l l  W e e v i l  E r a d i ca t i o n  L a w  ( R . S .  3 : 1 6 0 1 -1 6 1 7 ;  L A C  7 : X V . 3 0 1 -
3 2 7 ) ,  C r o p  P e s t s  a n d  D i s e a s e s  L a w ;  S w e e t  P o t a t o  L a w  ( R . S .  3 : 1 6 5 1 -1 6 5 6 ;  R . S .  3 : 1 7 3 1 -
1 7 3 6 ;  L A C  7 : X V . 1 0 1 -1 6 3 )  a n d  A p i a r y  L a w  ( R . S .  3 : 2 3 0 1 -2 3 1 1 ;  L A C  7 : X X I . 2 5 0 1 -2 5 2 1 ) .   
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  D i v i s i o n  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  U S D A  a n d  t h e  L S U  A g C e n t e r  f o r  m a n y  o f  i t s  
q u a r a n t i n e  o r  r e g u l a t e d  p e s t  a ct i v i t i e s ,  s a f e g u a r d i n g  a g r i cu l t u r e  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  
L o u i s i a n a  s t a k e h o l d e r s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e f f i ci e n cy  a n d  e f f e ct i v e n e s s  p o s s i b l e .  
 
 

 
S T R A T E G Y  1 . 1  P r o t e ct  t h e  p u b l i c a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  b y  

o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i ca t i o n s  a n d  p r a ct i ce s  o f  p e r s o n s  
e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  g r e e n  i n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h  e f f e ct i v e  l i ce n s i n g ,  
p e r m i t t i n g ,  a n d  e n f o r ce m e n t  a ct i v i t i e s .  



 
< A d m i n i s t e r  a n d  g r a d e  e x a m i n a t i on s  i n  t h e  f ol l ow i n g  

p r of e s s i on s :  L a n d s c a p e  A r c h i t e c t ,  L a n d s c a p e  
H or t i c u l t u r i s t ,  L a n d s c a p e  I r r i g a t i on  C on t r a c t or ,  
A r b or i s t ,  U t i l i t y  A r b or i s t ,  R e t a i l  F l or i s t ,  a n d  
W h ol e s a l e  F l or i s t .  

< P r oc e s s  a p p l i c a t i on s  a n d  i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  i n  t h e  a b ov e  
p r of e s s i on s  a n d  p e r m i t s  i n  t h e  oc c u p a t i on s  of  
N u r s e r y  S t oc k  D e a l e r  a n d  C u t  F l ow e r  D e a l e r  f or  
t h os e  p e r s on s  e l i g i b l e .  

< I n v e s t i g a t e  c om p l a i n t s  of  v i ol a t i on s .  
< C on d u c t  a d j u d i c a t or y  h e a r i n g s  of  p os s i b l e  v i ol a t or s .  

 
S T R A T E G Y  1 . 2  S a f e g u a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t r od u c t i on  a n d  s p r e a d  of  p l a n t  

p e s t s  i n t o L ou i s i a n a ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  f or e s t r y  i n d u s t r i e s  
a n d  t h e  e n v i r on m e n t ,  t o s u s t a i n  a n d  e n h a n c e  p r ot e c t i on  of  
ou r  f ood  s u p p l y  a n d  ou r  ‘ g r e e n  i n d u s t r y ’  e c on om i e s ,  a n d  
t o e n a b l e  a n d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e x p or t a t i on  of  L ou i s i a n a  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r od u c t s ,  b y  c on d u c t i n g  e f f e c t i v e  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  ( i n s p e c t i on s ,  s a m p l i n g ,  s u r v e y i n g ,  
m on i t or i n g )  a n d  e r a d i c a t i on / m a n a g e m e n t  e f f or t s  f or  p l a n t  
a n d  h on e y b e e  p e s t s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  f r e e  
f r om  i n j u r i ou s  p e s t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s .  

 
< I n s p e c t ,  s a m p l e ,  a n d  c e r t i f y  n u r s e r i e s  f or  p e s t  

f r e e d om  t o a l l ow  f or  s h i p m e n t  of  p r od u c t s .  
< I n s p e c t ,  s u r v e y ,  a n d  m on i t or  f or  s w e e t  p ot a t o 

w e e v i l  t o m a n a g e  p op u l a t i on s  a n d  p r e v e n t  s p r e a d  t o 
w e e v i l  f r e e  a r e a s  a n d  t o ot h e r  s t a t e s .  

< I n s p e c t ,  s a m p l e ,  a n d  c e r t i f y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c om m od i t i e s  t o e n s u r e  p e s t  f r e e d om  f or  e x p or t  t o 
ot h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  c ou n t r i e s .  

< C on d u c t  e f f e c t i v e  p os t e n t r y  i n s p e c t i on s  of  
c om m od i t i e s  e n t e r i n g  L ou i s i a n a  t o e n s u r e  f r e e d om  
of  p l a n t  p e s t s  of  q u a r a n t i n e  c on c e r n .  

< C on d u c t  e f f e c t i v e  s u r v e y s  f or  p l a n t  p e s t s  c u r r e n t l y  
n ot  k n ow n  t o e x i s t  i n  L ou i s i a n a  a n d  e r a d i c a t e  or  
m a n a g e  a n y  t h a t  m a y  b e  d e t e c t e d .  

< R e v i e w  a p p l i c a t i on s  a n d  p r ov i d e  r e g u l a t or y  
ov e r s i g h t  of  p e r m i t s  f or  f i e l d  t e s t i n g  of  g e n e t i c a l l y  
e n g i n e e r e d  c r op s .  

< P r ov i d e  f or  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i on  of  b e e k e e p e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
c ol on i e s .  

< P e r f or m  e f f e c t i v e  i n s p e c t i on s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i on  of  
h on e y b e e s  f or  i n t e r s t a t e  m ov e m e n t .  

< P r ov i d e  r e g u l a t or y  ov e r s i g h t  f or  t h e  i m p or t a t i on  of  
h on e y b e e s  i n t o t h e  U . S .  t h r ou g h  L ou i s i a n a  f or  
r e s e a r c h  p u r p os e s .  

 



STRATEGY 1.3 Conduct an effective boll weevil eradication program in 
th e s tate.  

 
< E ffectively  s urvey  and monitor all acres  of cotton in 

th e S tate for boll weevils .  
< E ffectively  treat all acres  of cotton th at are infes ted 

in th e S tate.  
< U tiliz e available tech nologies  and B es t 

M anagement P ractices  to conduct eradication 
activities  efficiently .  

< Complete eradication of th e B oll W eevil with in th e 
entire s tate of L ouis iana.  

< U pon completion continue s urvey  and monitoring 
activities  to prevent reintroduction.  

 
 
P E R F O R M A N CE  I N D I CA T O R S :   
< H orticulture Commis s ion:  
  P ercent of H orticulture non-compliance notices  res ulting in a h earing  
  H orticulture notices  of non-compliance is s ued  
  A dj udicatory  cas es  h eard  
  N umber of H orticulture profes s ional licens ing ex ams  adminis tered  
  N umber of H orticulture profes s ional licens es  is s ued  
  N umber of H orticulture occupational permits  is s ued  
< P lant P es t Q uarantine P rograms  
  N umber of nurs ery  s h ipping tags  is s ued  
  I ns pections  for I mported F ire A nt certification  
  N urs ery  certificate permits  is s ued  
  S urvey s  completed for non-indigenous  pes ts   
  P h y tos anitary  ex port certificates  is s ued  
  P lant pes t q uarantine related inves tigations   
  P os t entry  q uarantine ins pections   
  P lant pes t q uarantine related compliance ins pections   
  T rans genic crop applications  proces s ed  
  T rans genic crop field trials  ins pected  
  P ercent weevil damage to s weet potatoes  entering proces s ing facilities   
  P ercent s weet potato acres  weevil free  
  S weet P otato weevils  detected in weevil-free areas   
  S weet potato regulatory  ins pections   
  S weet potato dealer permits  is s ued  
  H oney bee s h ipments  certified for out of s tate movement  
  Q ueen and pack age h oney bee producers  certified  
  B eek eepers  regis tered  
< B oll W eevil P rogram:  
      P ercentage of Cotton A cres  W eevil F ree  
  P ercent R eduction in B oll W eevil N umbers   
      Cotton B oll W eevils  T rapped  
 

Cus tomers :  th e general population of L ouis iana.   



Limiting Factors: f u nd ing,  sh ortage  of  insp e ctors. 
 

OBJECTIVE II  
T h e  O f f ice  of  A gricu l tu ral  and  E nv ironme ntal  S ci e nce s,  P e sticid e  and  E nv ironme ntal  P rograms 
D iv ision w i l l  continu e  to p rote ct th e  e nv ironme nt al ong w ith  th e  h e al th  and  ge ne ral  p rosp e rity  of  
Lou isiana’ s citiz e ns b y  p rov id ing f or th e  saf e  and  p rop e r d istrib u tion,  u se  and  manage me nt of  
p e sticid e s;  b y  f acil itating th e  p rote ction of  natu ral  re sou rce s and  p ol l u tion p re v e ntion;  and  b y  
p rov id ing f or e f f e ctiv e  control  of  p e sts.  T h is p rogram w i l l  ad d re ss comp l aints,  p riority  conce rns,  
and  initiativ e s th rou gh  p articip ation in commu nity  b ase d  e nv ironme ntal  p rote ction in ad d ition to 
d e v e l op ing p rograms f or p ol l u tion p re v e ntion and  p romotion of  risk  re d u ction/ mitigation.  T h e  
D iv ision is ad ministe re d  u nd e r L.R .S . T itl e  3  C h ap te r 2 0  (  P e sticid e  Law ) ,  R .S . 4 0 :6 0 8 .3 ,  and  
u nd e r LA C  T itl e  7  P arts X X I I I  and  X X V . T h e  D iv ision p articip ate s in coop e rativ e  agre e me nts 
w ith  E P A ,  U S D A  and  FD A  p u rsu ant to th e  Fe d e ral  I nse cticid e  Fu ngicid e  and  R od e nticid e  A ct 
( FI FR A )  as ame nd e d ;  th e  Food ,  A gricu l tu re ,  C onse rv ation,  and  T rad e  A ct of  1 9 9 0 ,  ( 7  U .S .C . 
1 3 6 i-1 ) ;  S e ction 7 1 3  of  T itl e  V I I  ( G e ne ral  P rov isions)  of  D iv ision A  of  th e  P u b l ic Law  1 0 8 -7 ;  
and  th e  Fe d e ral  Food  D ru g and  C osme tic A ct ( 2 1  U .S .C . 3 0 1  e t se q .) . 
S TR A TEG Y  2 . 1  M aintain p roce d u re s f or re gistration of  any  p e sticid e  sol d ,  

of f e re d  f or sal e  or d istrib u te d  in Lou isiana. 
      

< M aintain cu rre nt d atab ase  of  re giste re d  p e sticid e s 
w ith  cop y  of  l ab e l s and  M ate rial  S af e ty  D ata S h e e ts 
( M S D S )  av ail ab l e  v ia comp u te r acce ss. 

< D e v e l op  comp u te r te ch nol ogy  inv ol v ing w e b  acce ss 
to A E S  re gistrants l ice nse d  ce rtif ication cre d e ntial s. 

< C ond u ct rand om insp e ctions on d e al e rs,  d istrib u tors 
and  in th e  mark e t p l ace  to l ocate  u nre giste re d  
p e sticid e s,  cance l e d  or su sp e nd e d  p e sticid e s,  
misb rand e d  and / or p e sticid e s th at are  not su itab l e  
f or sal e  or u se . 

< A d ministe r E me rge ncy  E x e mp tions ( S e ction 1 8 ' s)  
and  S tate  S p e cial  Local  N e e d  R e gistrations ( S e ction 
2 4 c) . 

S TR A TEG Y  2 . 2  P rov id e  f or e nf orce me nt of  and  comp l iance  w ith  th e  
Lou isiana P e sticid e  Law  and  th e  Lou isiana S tru ctu ral  
P e st C ontrol  Law . 
< M aintain insp e ctor staf f  th orou gh l y  traine d  in 

te ch niq u e s of  inv e stigating p ossib l e  v iol ations. 
< I nv e stigate  al l  re p orts of  comp l aints d e al ing w ith  

p e sticid e s in a time l y  f ash ion. 
< P e rf orm rou tine  insp e ctions on sou rce s of  p e sticid e  

u se  and  tak e  action to assu re  comp l iance  w h e n 
v iol ations are  note d . 

S TR A TEG Y  2 . 3  P rov id e  f or ce rtif ication and  training f or al l  p e sticid e  
ap p l icators th at ap p l y  any  p e sticid e  f or a f e e  or ap p l y  or 
su p e rv ise  th e  ap p l ication of  any  re stricte d  u se  p e sticid e . 
< E nte r into a M e morand u m of  U nd e rstand ing w ith  

th e  Lou isiana S tate  U niv e rsity  A gricu l tu ral  C e nte r 
C oop e rativ e  E x te nsion S e rv ice  to p rov id e  f or th e  
e d u cation and  training of  p e sticid e  ap p l icators. 



< Require that certification shall be issued only after 
the ap p licant has satisfactorily p assed an 
ex am ination. 

< P erform  routine insp ections at 
certifications/recertification m eeting s to assure that 
m inim um  standards of education are m et. 

< M aintain a database of all certified p esticide 
ap p licators. 

STRATEGY 2.4 P rov ide for licensing  of businesses eng ag ed in the 
ap p lication of p esticides.    
< Rev iew  ap p lications for licenses to assure 

com p liance w ith the requirem ents for licensing . 
< P erform  routine insp ections of businesses ap p lying  

p esticide to assure com p liance. 
< M aintain a database of all businesses licensed under 

the L ouisiana P esticide L aw  or the L ouisiana 
S tructural p est C ontrol L aw . 

STRATEGY 2.5  P rov ide clean and safe w ater in L ouisiana by m inim iz ing ,  
m itig ating  and p rev enting  p esticide contam ination. 
< M aintain a w ater ( surface and g round)  sam p ling  

p rog ram  for m onitoring  the p resence of p esticides 
in w ater. 

< P rov ide for determ inations and assessm ents of 
lev els of p esticides detected and determ ine actions 
and resp onses to such detections. 

STRATEGY 2.6  P rov ide for the determ ination and rem edial actions in 
order to p rotect health and the env ironm ent from  
p esticide w aste. 
< P erform  inv estig ations of any circum stances 

relating  to the p resence of p esticide w aste in the 
state that p oses a threat of reasonable ex p ectation of 
a threat to health or the env ironm ent. 

< P erform  ev aluations of p esticide w aste sites and 
m ak e determ inations of rem edial actions. 

STRATEGY 2.7  P rov ide L ouisiana citiz ens w ith clean and safe sup p ly of 
raw  ag ricultural p roducts w here p esticides are used. 
< M aintain sam p ling  p rocedures on L ouisiana’s raw  

ag ricultural p roducts for m onitoring  of p esticide 
residues in our food safety sam p ling  p rog ram . 

< M ak e determ inations for rem edial action if p esticide 
residues are detected abov e the standards 
established. 

STRATEGY 2.8  P rov ide for the p rotection of L ouisiana’s ag ricultural 
w ork ers from  ex p osure to p esticides. 
< E nter into a M em orandum  of U nderstanding  w ith 

the L ouisiana S tate U niv ersity A g ricultural C enter 
C oop erativ e E x tension S erv ice to p rov ide for the 
education and training  of ag ricultural em p loyers and 



wo rk e rs  o n  h o w t o  p ro t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  f ro m  
p e s t i c i d e  e x p o s u re .  

< M a i n t a i n  a  d a t a b a s e  o f  a l l  wo rk e rs  a n d  h a n d l e rs  t h a t  
h a v e  re c e i v e d  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t ra i n i n g .  

< P e rf o rm  ro u t i n e  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  a g ri c u l t u ra l  f a c i l i t i e s  
t o  a s s u re  c o m p l i a n c e  wi t h  t h e  W o rk e r P ro t e c t i o n  
St a n d a rd s .  

STRATEGY 2.9 P ro v i d e  f o r m i n i m i z i n g  a d v e rs e  e f f e c t s  o f  p e s t i c i d e  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o n  L o u i s i a n a ’s  e n d a n g e re d  s p e c i e s .  
< C o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  a  p e s t i c i d e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  t o  

m i t i g a t e  p o t e n t i a l  p e s t i c i d e  ri s k s  t o  t h e  s p e c i e s .  
STRATEGY 2.1 0  P ro v i d e  t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  c i t i z e n s  p u rc h a s i n g  o rg a n i c  f o o d  

a re  g e t t i n g  c e rt i f i e d  o rg a n i c  f o o d .  
< P e rf o rm  ro u t i n e  s a m p l i n g  a n d  m o n i t o ri n g  t o  a s s u re  

c o m p l i a n c e  wi t h  re g u l a t i o n s  a n d  s t a n d a rd s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r p ro d u c t s  b e i n g  s o l d  a s  o rg a n i c .  

< M a i n t a i n  s t a n d a rd s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  h a v e  a n  a p p ro v e d  
O rg a n i c  c e rt i f i c a t i o n  p ro g ra m  i n  o u r s t a t e .  

 
P E R F O R M A N C E  I N D I C A T O R S: 
N u m b e r o f  v e ri f i e d  e n v i ro n m e n t a l  i n c i d e n c e s  b y  i m p ro p e r p e s t i c i d e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
N u m b e r o f  p e s t i c i d e  c o m p l a i n t s .  
N u m b e r o f  i n s p e c t i o n s  
N u m b e r o f  re s i d u e  s a m p l e s  a n a l y z e d  
P e s t i c i d e  p ro d u c t s  o u t  o f  c o m p l i a n c e  
N u m b e r o f  p e s t i c i d e s  re g i s t e re d .  
N u m b e r o f  p e s t i c i d e  p ro d u c t  f o rm u l a t i o n s  a n a l y z e d .  
N u m b e r o f  m a rk e t p l a c e  i n s p e c t i o n s .  
N u m b e r o f  d e a l e r i n s p e c t i o n s .  
N u m b e r o f  p ro d u c e r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n s p e c t i o n s  
E n f o rc e m e n t  a c t i o n s  o n  p ro d u c t s  
A p p l i c a t o rs  o u t  o f  c o m p l i a n c e  
N u m b e r o f  c e rt i f i e d  a p p l i c a t o rs  
N u m b e r o f  u n -c e rt i f i e d  a p p l i c a t o rs  
H e a l t h  re l a t e d  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n f i rm e d  
H e a l t h  re l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  re p o rt e d \i n s p e c t e d  
 
C u s t o m e rs : f a rm e rs ,  g ro we rs ,  a p p l i c a t o rs  a n d  L o u i s i a n a  c i t i z e n s  
L i m i t i n g  F a c t o rs : f u n d i n g ,  s h o rt a g e  o f  i n s p e c t o rs  
 
 
O B J EC TI V E I I I   
 

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  A g ri c u l t u ra l  a n d  E n v i ro n m e n t a l  Sc i e n c e s ,  A g ri c u l t u ra l  C h e m i s t r y  
P ro g ra m s  D i v i s i o n  wi l l  re g u l a t e  t h e  s a l e  a n d  u s e  o f  a n i m a l  f e e d s ,  p e t  f o o d s ,  f e rt i l i z e rs ,  
a n d  a g ri c u l t u ra l  l i m i n g  m a t e ri a l s ;  e n s u re  t h a t  t h e s e  p ro d u c t s  m e e t  s t a n d a rd s  s e t  f o rt h  b y  
t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e ri c a n  F e e d  C o n t ro l  O f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e ri c a n  P l a n t  
F o o d  C o n t ro l  O f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  F e d e ra l  F o o d  a n d  D ru g  A d m i n i s t ra t i o n  a n d  t h e  St a t e  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  a s  p ro v i d e d  f o r i n  L R S T i t l e  3 ,  C h a p t e r 1 4 ,  Se c t i o n s  1 8 9 1 -1 9 0 7 ;  L R S T i t l e  3 ,  
C h a p t e r 1 0 ,  Se c t i o n s  1 3 1 1 -1 3 1 8 ;  L R S T i t l e  3 ,  C h a p t e r 1 0 ,  Se c t i o n s  1 3 6 1 -1 3 7 3 ;   a n d  



provide analytical services for the Pesticide and Environmental Program and the LSU 
A gC enter.   
 
STRATEGY 3. 1  I nspect the manu factu ring sites and retail ou tlets w here 

these produ cts are produ ced or hou sed to ensu re good 
manu factu ring practices,  proper storage,  and correct 
lab eling.  

 
STRATEGY 3. 2  T ak e samples of the produ cts and su b mit them to the 

lab oratory for chemical analyses to ensu re q u ality and 
safety and ensu re that they meet lab el gu arantees.  

 
STRATEGY 3. 3 I nvestigate consu mer complaints related to alleged 

prob lems arising from the u se of these produ cts.  
 

STRATEGY 3. 4  W ork  closely w ith manu factu rers to redu ce deficiencies 
and ensu re that produ cts do not harm crops,  animals,  
hu mans or the environment.  

 
STRATEGY 3. 5  M aintain records of registration of produ cts,  inspections,  

analyses,  and all other pertinent data.  
 
STRATEGY 3. 6  Provide analyses of pesticide formu lation samples and 

samples for pesticide residu e for the pu rpose of 
enforcement of the Lou isiana Pesticide Law .  

 
STRATEGY 3. 7  Provide analyses for research scientists in the L. S. U.  

A gricu ltu ral Ex perimental Station.  
 
 
PER F O R M A N C E I N D I C A T O R S:  
Percentage of feed sold that meets gu arantees and standards.  
Percentage of fertiliz er and lime sold that meets gu arantees and standards.  
D ollar amou nt of penalties paid to farmers.  
D ollar amou nt of penalties paid to state.   
T otal tons of feed tested.  
T otal tons of fertiliz er and agricu ltu ral lime tested.  
N u mb er of regu latory feed samples.  
N u mb er of regu latory fertiliz er and agricu ltu ral lime samples.   
 
C u stomers:  farmers,  Lou isiana citiz ens 
Limiting F actors:  fu nding,  shortage of field inspectors and lab oratory personnel 
 
O B J EC TI V E I V  
 
     T he O ffice of A gricu ltu ral and Environmental Sciences Seed Programs D ivision,  w hich is 
au thoriz ed u nder R .  S.  3 : 1 4 3 1 -1 4 4 7 ,  w ill continu e to prevent Lou isiana from b ecoming a 
du mping grou nd for low  q u ality seeds b y mak ing su re seed b eing offered for sale meets q u ality 
standards and tru th-in-lab eling req u irements.   T his program also administers the Seed 
C ertification Program that ensu res a mechanism is in place to provide a reliab le sou rce of high 
q u ality seed from su perior new  crop varieties for Lou isiana produ cers.   T he state seed testing 



laboratory is the only seed testing and certification facility available to farmers and consumers in 
the state.   O ut-of-state commercial seed testing laboratories charge four to six  times more for 
their services.  
 
STRATEGY 4.1 Re d u c e  s e l l i n g  o f  l o w  q u al i t y  ag r i c u l t u r al  s e e d s ,  v e g e t ab l e  s e e d s  an d  

l aw n / t u r f  s e e d s  t o  f ar m e r s  an d  c o n s u m e r s . 
 

• P revent L ouisiana from becoming a dump ing ground for p oor q uality seeds by 
randomly samp ling agricultural seeds to ensure “ truth-in-labeling” .  

• R egulatory testing ensures varietal p urity,  freedom of nox ious w eeds and 
information valuable to farmers to determine p lanting rates.  

• M aintain coop erative agreement w ith U S D A  S eed B ranch in assisting in 
enforcement of the F ederal S eed A ct.  

 
STRATEGY 4.2  P r o v i d e  q u al i t y  c o n t r o l  s e r v i c e  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  s e l l i n g  s e e d s . 
 

• S erve as a q uality control laboratory for seedsmen to check  and monitor the 
condition of their seeds in stock  and as a means to obtain germination p ercentages 
to up date the “ test date”  on lots of seed offered for sale ( all agricultural and most 
vegetable seeds have a date of test on the label and the seed can legally be sold for 
only 9  months,  inclusive of the month of “test date” on tag) .  

 
STRATEGY 4.3  P r o v i d e  n o n -b i as e d  i n v e s t i g at i o n s  an d  d o c u m e n t at i o n  o f  s e e d  q u al i t y ,  

l ab e l i n g  an d  f i e l d  s t an d  c o m p l ai n t s . 
 

• M aintain insp ector staff thoroughly trained in the most current techniq ues and to 
ap p ly those investigative techniq ues to seed comp laints that could lead to civil 
litigation.  

 
STRATEGY 4.4 P r o v i d e  s e e d  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h o s e  c o m p an i e s  o r  i n d i v i d u al s  

w an t i n g  s t an d ar d  o r  s p e c i al  s e e d  t e s t s  o n  ag r i c u l t u r al ,  v e g e t ab l e ,  l aw n  
o r  f o r e s t  s e e d s . 

 
• P erform standard p urity and germination tests so that seedsmen can label seed 

lots.  
• P erform sp ecial vigor tests to aid farmers to more accurately p roj ect actual field 

emergence of seeds p lanted.  
 
STRATEGY 4.5  Ed u c at e  s e e d s m e n ,  f ar m e r s  an d  c o n s u m e r s  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

L o u i s i an a Se e d  L aw  an d  i t s  p u r s u an t  r u l e s  an d  r e g u l at i o n s . 
 

• E ducating and offering comp liance assistance to seed dealers,  farmers and 
consumers is a p rereq uisite to enforcement and is a continuous p rocess as new  
p eop le enter the businesses.  

 
STRATEGY 4.6  P r o v i d e  ac c u r at e  an al y s e s  o f  s e e d  l o t s  u s e d  i n  s t at e  h i g h w ay  c o n t r ac t s  

an d  i n  So i l  C o n s e r v at i o n  Se r v i c e  ( SC S) / Ag r i c u l t u r al  St ab i l i z at i o n  an d  
C o n s e r v at i o n  Se r v i c e  ( ASC S)  P r o g r am s . 

 



• Provide analysis reports on seed lots used in highway construction projects.  
D epartm ent of  T ransportation and D evelopm ent ( D O T D )  law req uires that a 
contractor m ust produce analysis reports f rom  the L ouisiana S tate S eed T esting 
L ab oratory in order to b e reim b ursed f or seed lots used in a pub lic job . 

• Provide analysis reports to f arm ers on seed lots they have planted in order f or 
them  to receive program  paym ents f or S C S  or A S C S . 

 
STRATEGY 4.7 M a i n t a i n  g e n e t i c  p u r i t y  a n d  p h y s i c a l  q u a l i t y  o f  s u p e r i o r  c r o p  

v a r i e t i e s . 
 

• I nspect seed f ields to determ ine if  req uirem ents are m et as set f orth in the 
L ouisiana S eed C ertif ication S tandards. 

• M ak e provisions f or roguing out undesirab le plant types and nox ious weeds. 
• C ollect sam ples and perf orm  lab oratory analysis to determ ine eligib ility f or 

certif ication. 
 
STRATEGY 4.8  P r o v i d e  a  m e c h a n i s m  w h e r e b y  L o u i s i a n a  s e e d  c o m p a n i e s  m a y  e x p o r t  

s e e d  t o  Eu r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  w h o  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
Ec o n o m i c  C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  ( O EC D ) . 

 
• E nter into a M em orandum  of  U nderstanding with U S D A  to carry out O E C D  seed 

schem es. 
• I nspect seed f ields to determ ine O E C D  eligib ility. 

 
STRATEGY 4.9  P e r f o r m  P h y t o s a n i t a r y  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  s e e d  f i e l d s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s e e d  

e x p o r t s . 
 

• I nspect f ields to determ ine the presence or ab sence of  organism s of  concern to 
im porting countries. 

• I ssue reports to accom pany seeds in transit to other countries verif ying presence 
or ab sence of  specif ic organism s. 

 
STRATEGY 4.1 0  M a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a l l  c e r t i f i e d  s e e d  i s  

p r e s e r v e d . 
 

• R eq uire that grower nam es,  f ield num b ers and proof  relating to source of  seed b e 
sub m itted with application f or certif ication. 

• R eq uire seed com panies and producers to use b ulk -shipping reports when m oving 
b ulk  seed that is eligib le f or certif ication across state lines. 

• R eq uire certif ied seed processors to m aintain strict records to ensure the integrity 
of  certif ied seed lots is not jeopardiz ed in processing.  

 
 
PE R F O R M A N C E  I N D I C A T O R S  

• S eed R egulatory and T esting Program  
o Percent of  seed sam ples tested within tolerance 

• N um b er of  seed sam ples tested 
• N um b er of  seed sam ples tested within tolerance 

o Percent of  acres planted with tested seed 
• N um b er of  plantab le acres 



• Nu m b e r  o f  a c r e s  p l a n t e d  w i t h  t e s t e d  s e e d  
• Nu m b e r  o f  l i c e n s e d  s e e d  d e a l e r s  

 
• S e e d  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P r o g r a m   

o P e r c e n t  o f  a c r e s  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f   
S t a n d a r d s  
• Nu m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f a r m e r s  
• Nu m b e r  o f  a c r e s  p o t e n t i a l l y  p l a n t e d  f r o m  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

L o u i s i a n a  c e r t i f i e d  s e e d  
• Nu m b e r  o f  a c r e s  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
• Nu m b e r  o f  a c r e s  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  S t a n d a r d s  
 
* * L o u i s i a n a  i s  o n e  o f  o n l y  f i v e  s t a t e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e  c e r t i f i e d  r i c e  s e e d .  
* * * L o u i s i a n a  i s  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  c e r t i f i e d  s u g a r c a n e  s e e d .  
 
C u s t o m e r s :  f a r m e r s ,  g r o w e r s ,  r e t a i l  s e e d  d e a l e r s ,  s e e d  d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  c e r t i f i e d  s e e d  g r o w e r s ,  
c a t t l e m e n  a n d  c i t i z e n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a .   
L i m i t i n g  f a c t o r s :  f u n d i n g ,  s h o r t a g e  o f  f i e l d  i n s p e c t o r s  a n d  s e e d  t e s t i n g  l a b o r a t o r y  a n a l y s t s .  



 

 
 
 

OFFICE OF AGRO CONSUMER SERVICES 
 

 
BENJY RAYBURN, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

( 225 )  9 22-1 3 4 1  
 

As h l e y  D u p r e e , D i r e c t o r  - L o u i s i a n a  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  Co m m o d i t i e s  Co m m i s s i o n  
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OFFICE OF AGRO CONSUMER SERVICES 
 
The Office of Agro-C on s u m er S erv ices  is  com p ris ed  of t he L ou is ia n a  Agricu l t u ra l  C om m od it ies  
C om m is s ion ,  t he W eight s  a n d  M ea s u res  D iv is ion ,  t he D a iry  D iv is ion ,  a n d  t he C om m od it ies  
P rom ot ion  a n d  R es ea rch D iv is ion .  
 
The m is s ion  of t he Office of Agro-C on s u m er S erv ices  is  t o en s u re t ha t  eq u it y  p rev a il s  in  t he 
m a rk et p l a ce b y  regu l a t i n g v a riou s  a s p ect s  of com m erce a n d  t ra d e a n d  b y  p rom ot in g a n d  
height en in g con s u m er a w a ren es s  of L ou is ia n a ’ s  a gricu l t u ra l  com m od it ies  t o in crea s e s a l es ,  
t hereb y  en ha n cin g t he econ om ic w el l  b ein g of L ou is ia n a  fa rm ers  a n d  t he S t a t e a s  a  w hol e.   The 
Office en s u res  t ha t  L ou is ia n a  con s u m ers  get  w ha t  t hey  p a y  for,  t ha t  p rod u cers  ha v e m a rk et s  
a v a i l a b l e a n d  receiv e fa ir com p en s a t ion  for t heir com m od it ies ,  a n d  t ha t  b u s i n es s es  ha v e a  
fa v ora b l e en v iron m en t  in  w hich t o op era t e.   To ca rry  ou t  t his  m is s ion ,  t he Office of Agro-
C on s u m er S erv ices  P rogra m :  ( 1 )  regu l a t es  t he m ea s u rin g,  t ra n s p ort a t ion ,  a n d  s a l e of d a iry  
p rod u ct s ;  ( 2 )  l icen s es ,  in s p ect s ,  a n d  a u d it s  a l l  gra in  d ea l ers ,  w a rehou s es ,  a n d  cot t on  m ercha n t s  i n  
t he s t a t e;  ( 3 )  in s p ect s  a n d  cert ifies  a l l  com m ercia l l y  u s ed  w eight s ,  m ea s u res ,  a n d  w eighin g a n d  
m ea s u rin g d ev ices  in cl u d in g m ot or fu el  d is p en s ers ,  t a x i m et ers ,  a n d  p oin t  of s a l e p rice s ca n n ers ;  
( 4 )  l icen s es  s ca l e com p a n ies  a n d  t echn icia n s ;  ( 5 )  p rov id es  p rice s t a b i l it y  in  t he m a rk et p l a ce a n d  
a s s u res  a n  en v iron m en t  con d u civ e t o fa ir a n d  eq u a l  com p et it ion  a s  p rov id ed  u n d er D a ir y  
S t a b i l iz a t ion  B oa rd  ru l es  a n d  regu l a t ion s ;  ( 6 )  m a in t a i n s  t he officia l  s t a t e s t a n d a rd s  of m a s s ,  
l en gt h a n d  v ol u m e,  w hich a re t ra cea b l e t o t he N a t ion a l  I n s t it u t e of S t a n d a rd s  &  Techn ol ogy ;  a n d  
( 7 )  p rom ot es  t he d ev el op m en t ,  p rod u ct ion ,  a n d  s a l e of L ou is ia n a  com m od it ies  t hrou gh res ea rch 
a n d  m a rk et in g a ct iv it ies .   
 
The goa l  of t he Office of Agro-C on s u m er S erv ices  is  t o p rov id e s erv ices  t ha t  en s u re con s u m er 
p rot ect ion  for a l l  L ou is ia n a  cit iz en s ,  t o p rom ot e econ om ic grow t h in  t he s t a t e b y  m a in t a i n in g a  
fa ir a n d  com p et it iv e b u s in es s  en v iron m en t ,  t o im p rov e t he a b il it y  of L ou is ia n a  p rod u cers  t o 
ca p it a l i z e u p on  p rom ot ion  a n d  res ea rch op p ort u n it ies ,  t o s t ren gt hen  L ou is ia n a ’ s  fa rm ers  m a rk et s  
a n d  roa d s id e v eget a b l e s t a n d s ,   a n d  t o ed u ca t e p ot en t ia l  con s u m ers  of t he p os it iv e b en efit s  of  
b u y in g fres h l oca l  a gricu l t u ra l  p rod u ct s .  
 
 

L O U I S I A N A  A G R I C U L T U R A L  C O M M O D I T I E S  C O M M I S S I O N  
 

 The L ou is ia n a  Agricu l t u ra l  C om m od it ies  C om m is s ion  ( C om m is s ion )  w a s  crea t ed  b y  t he 
L ou is ia n a  L egis l a t u re in  1 9 8 2  b y  com b in in g t he G ra in  D iv is ion  a n d  t he W a rehou s e C om m is s ion .   
The Agricu l t u ra l  C om m od it ies  C om m is s ion  w a s  crea t ed  d u e t o l os s es  s u ffered  b y  L ou is ia n a  
p rod u cers  a n d  l a n d ow n ers .   Thes e l os s es  w ere t he res u l t s  of n in e gra in  d ea l ers  in v ol v ed  i n  
C ha p t er 1 1  b a n k ru p t cy  p roceed in gs .   Thes e b a n k ru p t cies  res u l t ed  in  l os s es  t o p rod u cers  a n d  
l a n d ow n ers  of a p p rox im a t el y  $ 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .   I n  1 9 9 7  t he L ou is ia n a  L egis l a t u re p a s s ed  t he l a w  
req u irin g cot t on  m ercha n t s  b e regu l a t ed  b y  t he L ou is ia n a  Agricu l t u ra l  C om m od it ies  C om m is s ion  
d u e t o t he l os s es  s u ffered  b y  cot t on  p rod u cers  in  t he s t a t e s im i l a r t o t he s it u a t ion s  of t he gra i n  
d ea l ers .  
 
 The L ou is ia n a  Agricu l t u ra l  C om m od it ies  C om m is s ion  is  res p on s ib l e for t he l icen s in g of 
a l l  a gricu l t u ra l  w a rehou s es ,  gra in  d ea l ers  a n d  cot t on  m ercha n t s  d oin g b u s in es s  in  L ou is ia n a .   
There a re 6 9  w a rehou s es ,  8 2  gra in  d ea l ers ,  a n d  1 5  cot t on  m ercha n t s  l icen s ed  in  2 0 0 9 -1 0 .   The 
C om m is s ion  req u ires  a  fin a n cia l  s t a t em en t ,  p roof of p rov is ion a l  s t ock  in s u ra n ce,  a  b on d  a n d  
ot her s u p p ort in g d ocu m en t s  b e p res en t ed  t o t he C om m is s ion  b efore b ein g a p p rov ed  for a  l icen s e.   
Al l  fin a n cia l  s t a t em en t s  a re ca refu l l y  rev iew ed  t o m a k e s u re ev ery  a p p l ica n t  is  fin a n cia l l y  s t a b l e 
s o t he L ou is ia n a  p rod u cer w il l  b e gu a ra n t eed  p a y m en t .  



 
W A R E H O U S E  P R O G R A M  
 
 T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  e m p l o y e e s  p e r f o r m  p h y s i c a l  i n v e n t o r i e s  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 1 5  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n n u a l l y )  o f  a l l  l i c e n s e d  w a r e h o u s e s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .   T h e  e x a m i n e r s  m e a s u r e d  e a c h  
g r a i n  b i n  a n d  t a k e  a n  i n v e n t o r y  t o  m a k e  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s t o r e d  g r a i n  i s  e q u a l  t o  t h e  
a m o u n t  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  h a v e  i n  s t o r a g e .  
 
 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  v e r i f y i n g  
w a r e h o u s e  r e c e i p t s  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  b y  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  l e n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .   P r o d u c e r s  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  
p l a n t s  u s e  t h e  s t a t e  w a r e h o u s e  r e c e i p t s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  f i n a n c i n g  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .   T h e  e x a m i n e r s  
i s s u e  a n d  c h e c k  t h e s e  r e c e i p t s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  r e c e i p t s  r e f l e c t  t h e  g r a i n  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  
s t o r e d  i n  t h e  w a r e h o u s e .   T h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  w a r e h o u s e  r e c e i p t e d  g r a i n  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 0 8 -0 9  
e x c e e d e d  $ 3 9 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
 
G R A I N  I N S P E C T I O N  P R O G R A M  – O F F I C I A L  G R A I N  I N S P E C T I O N  S E R V I C E S  
 
 T h e  G r a i n  I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  i n v o l v e s  p e r f o r m i n g  f e d e r a l l y  m a n d a t e d  g r a i n  i n s p e c t i o n  
p r o c e d u r e s  o n  g r a i n  s a m p l e s  w h e n  r e q u e s t s  a r e  m a d e .   T h e s e  r e q u e s t s  a r e  m a d e  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
g r a i n  c a r r i e r s  ( i . e .  b a r g e s ,  r a i l  c a r s ,  t r u c k s )  a n d  p r o d u c e r  s u b m i t t e d  s a m p l e s .  
 
 
G R A I N  S A M P L E R / G R A D E R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
 G r a i n  g r a d e r s  a r e  c e r t i f i e d  e a c h  y e a r  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  s a m p l e s  t h a t  
a r e  r e v i e w e d  b y  d e p a r t m e n t  g r a d e r s .   T h e r e  i s  a  t e s t i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f e e  a s s e s s e d  o n  e a c h  
a p p l i c a n t .  
 
 I n  2 0 0 9 ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  c e r t i f i e d  5 9  g r a i n  g r a d e r s  a n d  
s a m p l e r s .   T h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  r e s u l t e d  i n  $ 1 , 5 3 5 . 0 0  g e n e r a t e d .  
 
M O I S T U R E  M E T E R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
 T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  c e r t i f i e s  a l l  m o i s t u r e  m e t e r s  u t i l i z e d  i n  
a s s e s s i n g  d i s c o u n t s  t o  p r o d u c e r s  e a c h  y e a r .   T h i s  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  c r o s s  c h e c k i n g  g r a i n  d e a l e r  
m o i s t u r e  m e t e r s  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  o w n e d  m o i s t u r e  m e t e r s .   T h e r e  i s  a  f e e  c h a r g e d  f o r  e a c h  
i n s p e c t i o n .   I n  2 0 0 9  – 2 0 1 0 ,  1 5 7  m o i s t u r e  m e t e r s  w e r e  c e r t i f i e d  r e s u l t i n g  i n  $ 9 , 6 0 0 . 0 0  g e n e r a t e d .  
 
C O T T O N  M E R C H A N T  P R O G R A M  
 
 T h e  C o t t o n  M e r c h a n t  P r o g r a m  w a s  r e v i s e d  a n d  c o m m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 9 9 7 .   T h i s  p r o g r a m  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b e c a u s e  
o f  n u m e r o u s  l o s s e s  t o  c o t t o n  p r o d u c e r s  w h o  s o l d  c o t t o n  t o  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  
f i n a n c i a l l y  s o u n d .   T h e  l a w  n o w  r e q u i r e s  a  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  c o n t a i n i n g  a  B a l a n c e  S h e e t ,  
S t a t e m e n t  o f  R e t a i n e d  E a r n i n g s ,  S t a t e m e n t  o f  I n c o m e  a n d  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C a s h  F l o w  b e  s u b m i t t e d  
s o  t h a t  e a c h  m e r c h a n t ’ s   f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  c a n  b e  a s s e s s e d  a c c u r a t e l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  
m i n i m a l  l o s s e s  t o  p r o d u c e r s .   T h i s  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  c o t t o n  p r o d u c e r s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
o f  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  c o m m o d i t y  w i t h  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  p a y m e n t .  
 



CONCLUSION 
 
 T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t e s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  1 2  
p o s i t i o n s .   T h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s e p a r a t e  d i v i s i o n s .   T h e  
c u r r e n t  f o r m a t  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  a l l o w s  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
m a n p o w e r  b y  t h e  W a r e h o u s e  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  G r a i n  I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m .  
 
 T h e  b u d g e t  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  t o t a l l y  s e l f -g e n e r a t e d .   T h e  
b u d g e t  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  f e e s  a s s e s s e d  t o  u s e r s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n .   E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  f e e s  a r e :  
 
• C h e c k -o f f  o n  e a c h  b u s h e l  o f  g r a i n  s o l d .  
• I n s p e c t i o n  f e e  o n  e a c h  r e q u e s t  f o r  o f f i c i a l  g r a i n  i n s p e c t i o n  s e r v i c e .  
• F e e  f o r  m o i s t u r e  m e t e r  i n s p e c t i o n .  
• F e e  f o r  c e r t i f y i n g  e a c h  g r a i n  g r a d e r / s a m p l e r .  
 

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  p a s t  
y e a r s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  m i n i m a l  l o s s  t o  L o u i s i a n a  p r o d u c e r s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  g r a i n  d e a l e r  b a n k r u p t c y .   
P r o d u c e r s  a r e  n o w  a s s u r e d  o f  r e c e i v i n g  f a i r  a n d  a c c u r a t e  g r a d e s  o n  c o m m o d i t i e s  s o l d  t o  g r a i n  
d e a l e r  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  

 
 

OB J E CT IV E  1  – A G R ICULT UR A L COM M OD IT IE S COM M ISSION 
 
 T o  p r o v i d e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r a m  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  g r a i n  a n d  c o t t o n  i n d u s t r y  
i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  t o  s e l l  a n d / o r  s t o r e  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  t o  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u r e  
w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  g r a i n  d e a l e r s .   T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  m a i n t a i n s  a n  o f f i c i a l  g r a i n  i n s p e c t i o n  
p r o g r a m  a n d  a  m o i s t u r e  m e t e r  p r o g r a m  t o  p r o v i d e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  t o  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  g r a i n  
c o m p a n i e s .   T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  h a s  a  c o t t o n  m e r c h a n t  p r o g r a m  t o  a s s u r e  p r o d u c e r s  t h a t  
c o m p a n i e s  b u y i n g  c o t t o n  a r e  f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  p a y  p r o d u c e r s .  
 
ST R A T E G Y  1 . 1  M a i n t a i n  f e d e r a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  g r a i n  i n s p e c t i o n  a g e n c y .  
 

• S u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t r i -a n n u a l  U S D A  r e -d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  a g e n c y .  
 
ST R A T E G Y  1 . 2  Co n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  c o s t -e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  t o  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  g r a i n  

c o m p a n i e s .  
 

• S a v e  g r a i n  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  g r a i n  c o m p a n y ’ s  u n n e c e s s a r y  f e e s .  
 
ST R A T E G Y  1 . 3  P r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  s e m i n a r s  f o r  g r a i n  g r a d e r s  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t  

i n s p e c t o r s .  
 

• E n s u r e  t h a t  i n s p e c t o r s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s k i l l s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  
 
ST R A T E G Y  1 . 4   Co m p u t e r i z e  a l l  g r a i n  i n s p e c t i o n  l a b s .  
 

• R e d u c e  c o s t  o f  i s s u i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  i n d u s t r y  b y  h a v i n g  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  i s s u e  o n -
l i n e .  

 



STRATEGY 1.5  U p g r a d e  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m . 
 

• W o r k  w i t h  U S D A  t o  r e i n s t a t e  C o o p e r a t i v e  A g r e e m e n t  i n  t h e  W a r e h o u s e  D i v i s i o n .  
 

 

D AI RY D I V I SI O N  
 

T h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d ,  M i l k  T e s t i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  M i l k  B u y e r s  B o n d i n g  P r o g r a m  
o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  D a i r y  d i v i s i o n .   T h e  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
e a c h  p r o g r a m  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o m p l i m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  r e g u l a t e  a n d / o r  
p r o m o t e  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  o r d e r l y  m a r k e t i n g  o f  f l u i d  m i l k  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  

 
G i v e n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s h o r t  s h e l f  l i f e  o f  
f l u i d  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  o r d e r l y  m a r k e t i n g  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m i n g  p u b l i c  a n d  
t h e  m i l k  p r o d u c e r s .   T h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d  a d d r e s s e s  p r o b l e m s  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e ,  t h e  m i l k  t e s t i n g  p r o g r a m  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  r a w  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  h a n d l i n g  o f  m i l k  
f r o m  t h e  f a r m  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .   T h e  m i l k  b u y e r  b o n d i n g  p r o g r a m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  
g u a r a n t e e  t h e  p a y m e n t  f o r  m i l k  t h e  f a r m e r  s e l l s  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  o r  c o o p e r a t i v e .  

 
D AI RY STAB I L I Z ATI O N  B O ARD  
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  a n  a d e q u a t e  s u p p l y  o f  
h e a l t h f u l  a n d  w h o l e s o m e  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  t o  L o u i s i a n a  c o n s u m e r s  a t  f a i r  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  
p r i c e s .  

 

T h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  e i g h t  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r :  
t w o  m i l k  p r o d u c e r s ,  o n e  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r ,  o n e  p r o c e s s o r ,  o n e  r e t a i l e r ,  a n d  t h r e e  
c o n s u m e r s .   N o  c o n s u m e r  m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  p r o d u c i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g  o r  s e l l i n g  
d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  n o r  h a v e  a  p e r s o n a l  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  s o  e n g a g e d .  

 
T h e  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y  i s  p e c u l i a r l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  p r i c e  w a r s  a n d  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  d i s r u p t i v e  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  f l o u r i s h  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n .    
P r i c e  w a r s  a n d  d i s r u p t i v e  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  t e n d  t o  c a u s e  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n  f o r  L o u i s i a n a ' s  d a i r y  
f a r m e r s  a n d  f o r  l o c a l l y  o w n e d  p r o c e s s o r s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h o w  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  
w e l l  m a n a g e d  t h e y  m i g h t  b e .  
 
T h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  p r e v e n t  u n f a i r  m e t h o d s  o f  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  u n f a i r  o r  d e c e p t i v e  a c t s  o r  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  d i s r u p t i v e  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  s a l e  
o f  m i l k  a n d  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .  

 
T o  e n f o r c e  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d  l i c e n s e s  a l l  p r o c e s s o r s ,  
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  a n d  r e t a i l e r s  o f  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .   T h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 6 , 0 0 0  l i c e n s e s .  

 

T h e  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e s  c o m p l a i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  i t s  
r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  a u d i t s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  p r o c e s s o r s ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  s e l l i n g ,  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  o f  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .  

 
F u n d s  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a r e  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  s e l f -
g e n e r a t e d  f u n d s  a c q u i r e d  b y  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o n  a l l  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  s o l d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  



 
M I L K  T E S T I N G  

 
T h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  g o v e r n i n g  v o l u m e  m e a s u r e m e n t  a n d  b u t t e r f a t  t e s t i n g  o f  m i l k  a n d  

c r e a m  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  A c t  3 0 6  o f  t h e  1 9 7 4  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e .  
 
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  l a w  i s  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y  a s  r e l a t e d  t o :  
 
� M e a s u r i n g ,  s a m p l i n g  a n d  t e s t i n g  o f  p r o d u c e r  m i l k  
� L i c e n s i n g  o f  t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  
� I s s u a n c e  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  
� E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  u n i f o r m  t e c h n i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  

 
T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  l a w  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y ,  M i l k  T e s t i n g  P r o g r a m .   T h e  P r o g r a m  i s s u e s  1 6 2  
t e c h n i c a l  l i c e n s e s ;  a l s o  s u p e r v i s e s  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a n d  f a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  7 6 , 8 0 0  f r e s h  
s a m p l e s  o f  m i l k  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 3  d a i r y  f a r m e r s .   T h e  a n n u a l  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0 0  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  o f  f l u i d  m i l k ,  h a v i n g  a n  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  
o f  $ 5 7 . 4  m i l l i o n  a t  t h e  f a r m  l e v e l .   P r o c e s s i n g  a n d  r e t a i n  a d d  a n o t h e r  $ 1 1 1  m i l l i o n .   T o t a l  
e c o n o m i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  d a i r y i n g  i n c l u d i n g  s a l e s  f r o m  a n i m a l s  i s  $ 1 5 0 . 6  m i l l i o n .  

 
T h e  M i l k  T e s t i n g  P r o g r a m  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  w o r k i n g  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  d a i r y  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  
H o s p i t a l s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  D a i r y  S c i e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  L o u i s i a n a  C o o p e r a t i v e  
E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e ,  L o u i s i a n a  D a i r y  P r o d u c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r s .  

 
T h e  M i l k  T e s t i n g  P r o g r a m  o p e r a t e s  o n  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  o f  $ 9 3 , 5 0 7 .   T h e  

p r o g r a m  i s  s t a f f e d  b y  o n e  p a r t  t i m e  i n s p e c t o r  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e  s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l  c r o s s  
u t i l i z e d  w i t h  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  
 
 
M I L K  B U Y E R S  B O N D I N G  P R O G R A M  

 
T h e  M i l k  B u y e r s  B o n d i n g  P r o g r a m  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  D a i r y  D i v i s i o n  a n d  i s  

m a n d a t e d  u n d e r  T i t l e  7 ,  C h a p t e r  5 3 ,  S e c t i o n  5 3 0 3 .  
 
T h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  h a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 3  d a i r y  f a r m s   p r o d u c i n g  

4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  m i l k  p e r  y e a r  w h i c h  h a s  a  f a r m  v a l u e  o f  $ 5 7 . 4  m i l l i o n .   T h e  
e s t i m a t e d  r e t a i l  v a l u e  o f  t h i s  m i l k  i s  $ 1 5 0 . 6  m i l l i o n .  

 
M i l k  i s  a  p e r i s h a b l e  p r o d u c t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  M i l k  B u y e r s  B o n d i n g  P r o g r a m  i s  a  

n e c e s s a r y  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e  
1 5 3  d a i r y  f a r m s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  p a y m e n t  f o r  m i l k  p u r c h a s e d  b y  a l l  L o u i s i a n a  m i l k  p l a n t s  a n d  
c o o p e r a t i v e s .   

 
D a i r y  f a r m e r s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  f a r m e r s  w h o s e  p r o d u c t  i s  s o l d  a n d  c o n s u m e d  b e f o r e  

t h e y  a r e  p a i d  f o r  t h e  m i l k .   I n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  4 0  y e a r s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n v o k e  t h e  
b o n d  o n  s e v e r a l  p r o c e s s o r s  w h o  w e n t  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  

 
 



OBJECTIVE II. DAIRY DIVISION: 
To provide an effective program of regu l ation for th e L ou is iana dairy  indu s try  in order to 
el iminate s pecu l ation and w as te;  to as s u re a continu ed s u ppl y  of h igh  q u al ity  dairy  
produ cts  at fair and reas onab l e prices ;  to as s u re dairy  farmers ,  proces s ors  and dis trib u tors  
a fair and s tab l e mark et for th eir produ cts ;  and to enab l e th e D airy  S tab il iz ation B oard 
and th e mil k  tes ting divis ion to operate w ith in th e framew ork  of th e D airy  D ivis ion to 
s u pport and compl iment each  oth er to th e ex tent th at th ey  regu l ate and/ or promote 
s tab il ity  and orderl y  mark eting of dairy  produ cts  in L ou is iana.  
 
 S TR A TE G Y  2 . 1  
 M aintain a l icens ing program.  

Ensure that all haulers, technicians, processors, distributors and retailers 
are properly  licensed and that processors are pay ing  proper assessm ents.   

  S TR A TE G Y  2 . 2  
  P rovide a training program for indu s try  pers onnel .  

Ensure all m ilk  haulers and personnel handling  m ilk  sam ples are property  
trained.   W ork  closely  w ith m ilk  plants and handlers in reg ulating  and 
enf orcing  m ilk  testing  law s and rules and reg ulation.  

  S TR A TE G Y  2 . 3  
  M aintain a b u tterfat tes ting program.  

M onitor butterf at sam pling , testing , and w eig hing , and perf orm  periodic 
tests f or com parison.  

  S TR A TE G Y  2 . 4  
  A s s u re a s tab l e mark et environment for dairy  produ cts .  

P rov ide a reg ulatory  prog ram  to prev ent unf air m ethods of  com petition 
and deceptiv e and/ or disruptiv e trade practices in the m ark eting  of  m ilk  
and dairy  products.  

 
M onitor prices of  m ilk  and dairy  products.   P rov ide a prog ram  to 
inv estig ate potential v iolation of  dairy  law  and rules and reg ulations.  

  S TR A TE G Y  2 . 5  
C ros s  u til iz ation w ith  A gricu l tu re C ommodities  C ommis s ion and W eigh ts  and 
M eas u res  D ivis ion empl oy ees .  
S TR A TE G Y  2 . 6  
M aintain a b onding program.  

A ssure that processors prov ide a bond or other surety  to ensure pay m ent 
to dairy  f arm ers.  

 
P e r f o r m a n c e  In d i c a t o r  A c t u a l  

2 0 0 8 -9 0  
Ex i s t i n g  
2 0 0 9 -1 0  

Co n t i n u a t i o n   
2 0 1 0 -1 1  

R e c o m m e n d e d  
2 0 1 1 -2 0 1 4  

M i l k  Tes ting and B onding:  
 

    
N o.  P roces s ors  S u pervis ed 9 9 9 8 
N o.  P l ant V is its  6 5 0  6 5 0  6 5 0  3 5 0  
N o.  F res h  S ampl es  Tak en 80 , 0 0 0  7 6 , 80 0  7 5 , 5 0 0  5 5 , 84 5  
N o.  C ompl aints  I nves tigated 5 0  5 0  5 0  2 6  
N o.  Tech nical  L icens es  
I s s u ed/ R enew ed 

2 4 0  2 3 5  2 3 0  1 6 2  



 

 
D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  B o a r d :  

    
N o .  Y e a r l y  S e r v i c e  H o u r s  3 5 6 9  3 6 0 0  3 6 0 0  3 3 0 0  
N o .  C o m p l a i n t s  
R e c e i v e d /  I n v e s t i g a t e d  

2 8 7  2 8 7  2 8 7  2 3 0  

 
 
  
C U ST O M E R S      L I M I T I N G  F A C T O R S 
 
-D a i r y  f a r m e r s        -F u n d i n g  
-P r o c e s s o r s ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  r e t a i l e r s     -L i c e n s e e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
-H a u l e r s        -L i c e n s e e  c o o p e r a t i o n  
-L a b s ,  t e s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s      -C o m p l i a n c e  
-Te c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  
-M a r k e t i n g  g r o u p s  
-L e g i s l a t u r e   

 
 
 

W E I G H T S A N D  M E A SU R E S 
 
Th e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  L a w  h a s  b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  s i n c e  1 9 4 8 ;  h o w e v e r ,  i n  M a y ,  1 9 9 2 ,  
t h e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
( A c t  o f  1 9 9 2 ) .   Th e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  t o  e n s u r e  e q u i t y  i n  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e .   
Th e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  C o m m i s s i o n  e x e r c i s e s  u n b i a s e d  j u d g m e n t  t o  e n s u r e  c o n s u m e r  
p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  b u y e r  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s e l l e r .   Th e  D i v i s i o n  k e e p s  a  g e n e r a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  
o v e r  t h e  w e i g h t s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  a s  w e l l  a s  w e i g h t  a n d  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e s  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  
s o l d  a n d  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .   A t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  y e a r ,  a n d  m o r e  o f t e n  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
i n s p e c t s ,  t e s t s ,  a n d  t r i e s  a l l  w e i g h t s ,  m e a s u r e s  a n d  d e v i c e s  t h a t  w e i g h  a n d  m e a s u r e  
c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t s .  

 
F r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w e i g h s  o r  m e a s u r e s  a n d  i n s p e c t s  p a c k a g e s  o r  a m o u n t s  o f  
c o m m o d i t i e s  o f  w h a t e v e r  k i n d  k e p t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s a l e ,  o f f e r e d  o r  e x p o s e d  f o r  s a l e ,  o r  
s o l d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c o n t a i n  t h e  a m o u n t s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  l a w  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  

 
F e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  C o m m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  
t e s t i n g  o f  s c a l e s  a t  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  H o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  M i l i t a r y  B a s e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .   
Th e  d i v i s i o n  w o r k s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  P a c k e r s  a n d  S t o c k y a r d s  e n s u r i n g  
a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  s c a l e s  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

 



TYPES OF SERVICES PROVIDED BY WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIVISION 
1. S c a l e  I n s p e c t i o n s  
2 . P a c k a g e  I n s p e c t i o n s  
3 . S c a n n e r  I n s p e c t i o n s  
4 . T a x i  I n s p e c t i o n s  
5 . M i l k  I n s p e c t i o n s  
6 . C a l i b r a t i o n  o f  F a r m  m i l k  t a n k s  
7 . L i c e n s i n g  o f  W e i g h m a s t e r s  
8 . M e t r o l o g y  t e s t i n g  c a l i b r a t i o n s  
9 .        R e t a i l  M o t o r  F u e l  D i s p e n s e r s   

 
 

METROL OGY L ABORATORY 
 

T h e  M e t r o l o g y  L a b o r a t o r y  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  S t a t e ' s  p r i m a r y  s t a n d a r d s  l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  a s  a  
s c i e n t i f i c  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  m e a s u r e m e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  M e t r o l o g y  
L a b o r a t o r y  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  m a s s ,  l e n g t h  a n d  v o l u m e ,  c a l i b r a t e s  
a n d  c e r t i f i e s  t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  u s e d  b y  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
c o m m e r c e ,  i n d u s t r y ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  f i e l d .  M o s t  c o n t r a c t s  a w a r d e d  t o  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  F e d e r a l  c o n t r a c t s ,  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  u s e d  i n  t e s t i n g  a n d  q u a l i t y  
c o n t r o l  m u s t  b e  c e r t i f i e d  b y  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  t r a c e  a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  ( N I S T ) . A l l  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
h a v e  t o  r e l y  o n  o u r  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  L a b o r a t o r y  f o r  s t a n d a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  
W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  P r o g r a m  i s  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  o n  a  b u d g e t  o f  $ 3 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  
p r o g r a m  i s  s t a f f e d  w i t h  3 4  F i e l d  I n s p e c t o r s  s t a t e w i d e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h i s  d i v i s i o n  i s  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  S t a t e  a g e n c y  r e g u l a t i n g  w e i g h t s ,  m e a s u r e s  a n d  c o u n t . 

 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES FEE SCHEDUL E 

 
1. S c a l e  R e g i s t r a t i o n :  
 A . C a t e g o r y  1 (  0  t o  10 0 0  l b s .)  ............................................. $ 3 5 .0 0  
 B . C a t e g o r y  2  (  10 0 1 t o  10 , 0 0 0  l b s .)  .................................... $  8 0 .0 0  
 C . C a t e g o r y  3  ( o v e r  10 , 0 0 0  l b s .)  .......................................... $  18 5 .0 0  
2 . P a c k a g e  I n s p e c t i o n s  .................................................................... N o  c h a r g e  
3 . S c a n n e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n s  - p e r  l o c a t i o n  
 A . C a t e g o r y  A  (  1 t o  10  d e v i c e s )  .......................................... $   5 0 .0 0  
 B . C a t e g o r y  B  (  11 t o  2 5  d e v i c e s )  ........................................ $  10 0 .0 0  
 C . C a t e g o r y  C  (  O v e r  2 5  d e v i c e s )  ........................................ $  15 0 .0 0  
4 . T a x i c a b  R e g i s t r a t i o n ,  p e r  C a b  
 A . C a t e g o r y  1,  p e r  m e t e r ...................................................... $  5 0 .0 0  



 S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
 A .  C a t e g o r y  1 ,  p e r  l o c a t i o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  
 S e r v i c e  P e r s o n  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
 A .  C a t e g o r y  1 ,  p e r  t e c h n i c i a n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5 0 . 0 0  
5 .  M i l k  I n s p e c t i o n s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N o  C h a r g e  
6 .  M i l k  T a n k  C a l i b r a t i o n s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N o  C h a r g e  
7 .  W e i g h m a s t e r  l i c e n s e  
 A .  C a t e g o r y  1 ,  p e r  w e i g h m a s t e r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 7 5 . 0 0  
8 .  M e t r o l o g y  T o l e r a n c e  T e s t i n g  
 A .  C a t e g o r y  1  ( u p  t o  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  1 0  l b s  o r  
                       5  k i l o g r a m s )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $   2 . 0 0  
 B .  C a t e g o r y  2  ( 1 0  l b s  o r  5  k i l o g r a m s  u p  t o  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0  l b s  o r  6 0  

k i l o g r a m s )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $   5 . 0 0  
 C .  C a t e g o r y  3  ( 1 0 0  l b s  o r  6 0  k i l o g r a m s  u p  t o  a n d  `  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
 i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0 0  l b s  o r  5 0 0  k i l o g r a m s )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  2 5 . 0 0  
 D .  C a t e g o r y  4  ( o v e r  1 0 0 0  l b s  o r  5 0 0  k i l o g r a m s )  
   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5 0 . 0 0  
9 .  M a s s  C a l i b r a t i o n  w i t h  R e p o r t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  U n c e r t a i n t i e s  
 A .   C a t e g o r y  1  ( u p  t o  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  5  l b s  o r   
  3  k i l o g r a m s )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 2 5 . 0 0  
 B .  C a t e g o r y  2  ( o v e r  5  l b s  o r  3  k i l o g r a m s  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  5 0  l b s  o r  3 0  

k i l o g r a m s )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5 0 . 0 0  
NOTE: All tape certification, volumetric testing and calibration or special test not 

listed sh all be performed at a rate of $ 3 0 . 0 0  per h our.  
 
O B J E C T I V E  I I I  - WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIVISION: 
To ensure th at eq uity  prevails in th e mark etplace for both  buy ers and sellers by  inspecting all 
w eigh ing, measuring, metering, and scanning devices used commercially  in th e state.   I n 
addition, commodities sold by  w eigh t, measure, or count are inspected to ensure consumers are 
getting w h at th ey  pay  for.  
 
 S TR ATEG Y  3 . 1  
 C ontinue current programs relating to all areas regulated.  

S t r i v e  t o  i m p r o v e  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  v a r i o u s  p r o g r a m s  t o  m a x i m i z e  
b e n e f i t s  t o  b o t h  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  i n d u s t r y .  

 S TR ATEG Y  3 . 2  
 P rovide training for personnel 

M a i n t a i n  a  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  t o  h e l p  e n s u r e  o b j e c t i v e  i s  m e t .  
 S TR ATEG Y  3 . 3  

I ntegrate computer tech nology  into inspections.  
U p d a t e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  a i d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m p u t e r  s o f t w a r e  t o  m o r e  



efficiently transfer of inspection data from  th e field to th e h om e office.  
 S T R A T E G Y  3 . 4  
 M a i n t a i n  a  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  

E nsu re serv ice personnel are q u alified and th at dev ices u sed com m ercially m eet 
L ou isiana and N T E P  req u irem ents.  

 S T R A T E G Y  3 . 5  
 M a i n t a i n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  M e t r o l o g y  L a b  

E nsu re th at N I S T  lab  req u irem ents are m et and th at m etrolog ist ( s)  m aintain 
proper certifications.  

 
Performance Indicator A ctu al  

2 0 0 8 -0 9  
E x is ting  
2 0 0 9 -1 0  

C ontinu ation  
2 0 1 1 -1 2  

R ecommended 
2 0 1 2 -2 0 1 4  

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES:      
No .  C o m m e r c i a l  We i g h i n g - Me a s u r i n g  
De v i c e s  In s p e c t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mo t o r  F u e l  
Di s p e n s e r s  

7 4 , 0 0 8  7 5 , 0 0 0  7 6 , 0 0 0  7 6 , 0 0 0  

No .  P r e p a c k a g e d  C o m m o d i t i e s  Te s t e d  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  3 7 5 , 0 0 0  3 7 5 , 0 0 0  3 7 5 , 0 0 0  
No .  We i g h m a s t e r s  L i c e n s e s  Is s u e d  2 , 9 1 9  3 , 0 0 0  3 , 0 0 0  3 , 0 0 0  
No .  Me t r o l o g y  C a l i b r a t i o n  / To l e r a n c e  Te s t s  
P e r f o r m e d  

3 , 8 2 4  4 , 0 0 0  4 , 0 0 0  4 , 0 0 0  
No .  Ta x i  Me t e r  Re g i s t r a t i o n s  2 , 3 2 0  2 , 3 5 0  2 , 3 5 0  2 , 3 5 0  
No .  Sc a n n e r s  In s p e c t e d  2 5 , 5 0 3  2 6 , 0 0 0  2 6 , 0 0 0  2 6 , 0 0 0  
No .  C o m p l a i n t s  Re g a r d i n g  We i g h i n g  
In v e s t i g a t e d  

4 8 7  5 0 0  5 0 0  5 0 0  

 
C U S T O M E R S       L I M I T I N G  F A C T O R S  
 
 -A l l  c o m m e r c i a l  b u s i n e s s e s     -F u n d i n g  
 u s i n g  s c a n n i n g ,  m e t e r i n g ,  w e i g h i n g    -C o m p l i a n c e  
 o r  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e s  
 

C O M M O D I T I E S  P R O M O T I O N  A N D  R E S E A R C H  
 
S E N I O R  F A R M E R S ’  M A R K E T  N U T R I T I O N  P R O G R A M  
 
 T h e  S e n i o r  F a r m e r s ’  M a r k e t  N u t r i t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( S F M N P )  i s  a  p r o g r a m  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
C o n g r e s s  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  U S D A ’ s  F o o d  &  N u t r i t i o n  S e r v i c e .  U n d e r  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  F N S  
m a k e s  g r a n t s  t o  S t a t e s ,  U S  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  a n d  f e d e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  I n d i a n  t r i b a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e  
g r a n t s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  l o w -i n c o m e  s e n i o r s  w i t h  c o u p o n s  o r  e q u i v a l e n t  b e n e f i t s  t h e y  m a y  
e x c h a n g e  f o r  e l i g i b l e  f o o d s  a t  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t s ,  r o a d s i d e  s t a n d s  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  S u p p o r t e d  
A g r i c u l t u r e  p r o g r a m s .  E l i g i b l e  f o o d s  a r e  f r e s h ,  u n p r e p a r e d ,  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  f r u i t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  
h e r b s  a n d  h o n e y .  
 T h e  S F M N P  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  i n  2 0 0 1  a s  a  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  a n d  i t  b e c a m e  a  p e r m a n e n t  
p r o g r a m  i n  2 0 0 3 .  I n  2 0 0 1 ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  &  F o r e s t r y  r e c e i v e d  a  g r a n t  
o f  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  o f  w h i c h  $ 3 4 4 , 2 0 8  w a s  u s e d .  I n  2 0 0 4 ,  d u e  t o  p r o g r a m  c u t s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e d  
$ 2 7 9 , 5 8 4  a n d  $ 2 8 1 , 8 2 4  w a s  u s e d .  I n  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  2 3  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t s ,  6 1  r o a d s i d e  s t a n d s  
a n d  2 0 5  f a r m e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .   

T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  f u n d e d  a n n u a l l y  a n d  i n  2 0 0 8 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e d  a  
g r a n t  o f  $ 4 1 8 . 9 7 3  a n d  $ 2 4 8 , 7 5 8  w a s  u s e d .  D u e  t o  h u r r i c a n e s  G u s t a v  a n d  I k e ,  c r o p  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
a n d  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t  a c c e s s  w a s  l i m i t e d  r e s u l t i n g  i n  r e d u c e d  c o u p o n  r e d e m p t i o n .  I n  2 0 0 8 ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  3 1  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t s ,  7 5  r o a d s i d e  s t a n d s ,  3 0 2  f a r m e r s  a n d  1 3 , 0 8 7  l o w  i n c o m e  s e n i o r s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  h e l p s  s e n i o r s  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  f r e s h  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  
v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  L o u i s i a n a  f a r m e r s  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  s a l e s .  T h e  



Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs, parish Councils on Aging, the Food for Seniors Program , 
parish Com m unity Action Agencies, the L SU  AgCenter and Southern U niversity, supports this 
program .    

 

WIC FARMERS’ MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM 

I n 2 0 0 5  the D epartm ent b egan a W I C Farm ers’ M ark et N utrition Program  in East B aton 
R ouge Parish on a pilot b asis.  T he W I C FM N P is sim ilar to the Senior FM N P, ex cept that the 
client b ase is for those w ho q ualify for W I C b enefits.  T he program  w ill b e j ointly adm inistered 
b y the D epartm ent of Agriculture and Forestry, the D epartm ent of H ealth and H ospitals, Office 
of Pub lic H ealth, W I C Program .  T he Funds availab le for the pilot program  totaled $ 6 ,6 6 7 .  W ith 
low  redem ption rates in this parish the pilot program  w as m oved to Orleans Parish in 2 0 0 8  in 
hopes of a b etter redem ption rate.  

I n 2 0 0 9 , the W I C program  w as again m ade availab le to Orleans Parish.  Funds availab le 
for the W I C program  total $ 6 ,6 6 7 .  R edem ption rate is anticipated to increase b y 2 0 % .  
 

L OUISIANA D AIRY  IND USTRY  PROMOTION B OARD  

Estab lished b y R . S.  3 : 5 5 7 . 4 , the B oard is responsib le for the developm ent and 
im plem entation of advertising, prom otional and education program s designed to increase the 
consum ption of m ilk  and other dairy products.  A departm ent em ployee staffs the b oard serving 
as director of the D airy I ndustry Prom otion B oard.  T he dairy b oard sponsors num erous special 
events and prom otions throughout the state each year to enhance consum er dem and and 
consum ption of m ore m ilk  and dairy products.  I n addition to the director conducting 
adm inistrative duties, program  responsib ilities are also conducted b y the director such as;  
prom otes the nutritional value of dairy products;  schedules the M ob ile D airy T ruck  appearances 
at L ouisiana schools, festivals and the State Fair;  presents nutrition education to k ids;  coordinates 
the D airy Farm ers of L ouisiana b ooth at the annual Ag Ex po ( M onroe)  and is responsib le for 
num erous other special events, advertising proj ects and ex hib its prom oting m ilk .  

L ouisiana dairy farm ers provide funding to carry out the responsib ilities of the b oard.  T en 
( 1 0 . 0 )  cents per hundredw eight is levied against all m ilk  produced in L ouisiana and is collected 
at the first point of sale from  the producer=s m ilk  m ark eting cooperative or from  processors w ho 
b uy directly from  producers w ho are not m em b ers of a m ilk  m ark eting cooperative.  T he Office 
of M anagem ent and Finance perform s all accounting functions related to incom e and 
disb ursem ents.  T he departm ent retains three ( 3 )  percent of collections for adm inistration of this 
program  and forw ards the b alance to the b oard to carry out its responsib ilities as defined b y 
statute.  

T he L ouisiana D airy I ndustry Prom otion B oard is one of six ty-tw o ( 6 2 )  state or regional 
dairy product prom otion, research or nutrition education program s q ualified b y U SD A to receive 
funds from  a fifteen ( 1 5 )  cent per hundredw eight assessm ent on m ilk  sales, pursuant to Section 
1 1 5 0 . 1 5 3  of the Federal D airy Prom otion and R esearch Order.  T he N ational D airy Prom otion 
and R esearch Program  is funded b y a m andatory assessm ent of fifteen ( 1 5 )  cents per 
hundredw eight on all m ilk  m ark eted com m ercially in the 4 8  contiguous states;  how ever, if a 
state or regional program  b ecom es q ualified b y U SD A, the program  can retain ten ( 1 0 )  cents of 
the fifteen ( 1 5 )  cent assessm ent.  T he L ouisiana D airy I ndustry Prom otion B oard is a q ualified 
program  and m ust receive annual certification as a q ualified program  to receive the ten ( 1 0 )  
cents.  T o q ualify each year, the b oard m ust dem onstrate that it has not engaged in any activity 
other than prom otion, research, and nutrition education designed to increase consum ption of m ilk  
and other dairy products.        



 
LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD 

 
E s t a b l i s h ed  i n  R . S .  3 : 5 5 1 . 6 1 -5 5 1 . 6 7 , t h e m i s s i o n  o f  t h e b o a r d  i s  t o  p r o m o t e t h e g r o w t h  

a n d  d ev el o p m en t  o f  t h e r i c e i n d u s t r y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  b y  t h e p r o m o t i o n  o f  r i c e.  T h e d ep a r t m en t  
c o l l ec t s  a s s es s m en t s  o n  a l l  r i c e p r o d u c ed  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a t  t h e r a t e o f  3 . 0  c en t s  p er  h u n d r ed w ei g h t  
o f  d r y  r o u g h  r i c e.  T h e a s s es s m en t  i s  d ed u c t ed  b y  ea c h  r i c e m i l l er  o r  h a n d l er  f r o m  t h e a m o u n t  
p a i d  t h e p r o d u c er  a t  t h e f i r s t  p o i n t  o f  s a l e, w h et h er  w i t h i n  o r  w i t h o u t  t h e s t a t e.  T h e a s s es s m en t s  
a r e r em i t t ed  t o  t h e d ep a r t m en t  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s  b y  t h e m i l l er  o r  h a n d l er .  T h e d ep a r t m en t  
r et a i n s  2 %  o f  t h e a s s es s m en t  c o l l ec t ed  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s  a n d  t r a n s f er s  t h e b a l a n c e t o  t h e 
b o a r d .  

D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  p r o v i d es  f i n a n c i a l  r ep o r t s  t o  t h e b o a r d  d et a i l i n g  a l l  a s s es s m en t s  c o l l ec t ed  
a n d  f u n d s  t r a n s f er r ed  t o  t h e b o a r d  t o  c o v er  t h ei r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s  a n d  t o  f u n d  p r o m o t i o n  
p r o j ec t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i es .  D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a t t en d s  a l l  b o a r d  m eet i n g s  a n d  s er v es  a s  l i a i s o n  b et w een  t h e 
b o a r d  a n d  t h e d ep a r t m en t .  

 

LOUISIANA RICE RESEARCH  BOARD 

E s t a b l i s h ed  i n  R . S .  3 : 5 5 1 . 7 1 -5 5 1 . 7 7 , t h e m i s s i o n  o f  t h e b o a r d  i s  t o  p r o m o t e t h e g r o w t h  
a n d  d ev el o p m en t  o f  t h e r i c e i n d u s t r y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  b y  ex p a n d ed  r es ea r c h  o f  r i c e.  T h e d ep a r t m en t  
c o l l ec t s  a s s es s m en t s  o n  a l l  r i c e p r o d u c ed  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a t  t h e r a t e o f  5 . 0  c en t s  p er  h u n d r ed w ei g h t  
o f  d r y  r o u g h  r i c e.  T h e a s s es s m en t  i s  d ed u c t ed  b y  ea c h  r i c e m i l l er  o r  h a n d l er  f r o m  t h e a m o u n t  
p a i d  t h e p r o d u c er  a t  t h e f i r s t  p o i n t  o f  s a l e, w h et h er  w i t h i n  o r  w i t h o u t  t h e s t a t e.  T h e a s s es s m en t s  
a r e r em i t t ed  t o  t h e d ep a r t m en t  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s  b y  t h e m i l l er  o r  h a n d l er .  T h e d ep a r t m en t  
r et a i n s  2 %  o f  t h e a s s es s m en t  c o l l ec t ed  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s  a n d  t r a n s f er s  t h e b a l a n c e t o  t h e 
b o a r d .  

D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  p r o v i d es  f i n a n c i a l  r ep o r t s  t o  t h e b o a r d  d et a i l i n g  a l l  a s s es s m en t s  c o l l ec t ed  
a n d  f u n d s  t r a n s f er r ed  t o  t h e b o a r d  t o  c o v er  t h ei r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s  a n d  t o  f u n d  r es ea r c h  
p r o j ec t s .  D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a t t en d s  a l l  b o a r d  m eet i n g s  a n d  s er v es  a s  l i a i s o n  b et w een  t h e b o a r d  a n d  
t h e d ep a r t m en t .  

 
LOUISIANA SOY BEAN AND G RAIN RESEARCH  AND PROMOTION BOARD 

E s t a b l i s h ed  i n  R . S .  3 : 5 5 1 . 1 1 -5 5 1 . 3 6 , t h e m i s s i o n  o f  t h e b o a r d  i s  t o  p r o m o t e t h e g r o w t h  
a n d  d ev el o p m en t  o f  t h e s o y b ea n , w h ea t , c o r n  a n d  g r a i n  s o r g h u m  i n d u s t r i es  i n  L o u i s i a n a  t h r o u g h  
r es ea r c h  a n d  a d v er t i s em en t .  T h e d ep a r t m en t  c o l l ec t s  a s s es s m en t s  o n  a l l  s o y b ea n s  p r o d u c ed  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  a t  t h e r a t e o f  1 / 2 %  o f  t h e n et  v a l u e o f  s a l es  a n d  o n  a l l  w h ea t , c o r n  a n d  g r a i n  s o r g h u m  
p r o d u c ed  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a t  t h e r a t e o f  2 c en t  p er  b u s h el .  T h e a s s es s m en t  i s  d ed u c t ed  b y  t h e b u y er  
a t  t h e f i r s t  p o i n t  o f  s a l e a n d  i s  d ed u c t ed  f r o m  t h e a m o u n t  p a i d  t h e p r o d u c er , w h et h er  w i t h i n  o r  
w i t h o u t  t h e s t a t e.  T h e a s s es s m en t s  a r e r em i t t ed  t o  t h e d ep a r t m en t  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s  b y  t h e 
b u y er .  F a r m er s  a r e n o t  en t i t l ed  t o  r ec ei v e s o y b ea n  a s s es s m en t  r ef u n d s , h o w ev er , g r a i n  f a r m er s  
m a y  o b t a i n  a  r ef u n d  o f  t h e a s s es s m en t s  b y  s u b m i t t i n g  a  w r i t t en  r eq u es t  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  f r o m  t h e 
d a t e o f  s a l e.  C o p i es  o f  s a l es  s l i p s  s i g n ed  b y  t h e b u y er  m u s t  a c c o m p a n y  t h e r eq u es t .  T h e 
d ep a r t m en t  r et a i n s  3 %  o f  t h e a s s es s m en t s  c o l l ec t ed  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s  a n d  t r a n s f er s  t h e 
b a l a n c e t o  t h e b o a r d .  

D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  p r o v i d es  f i n a n c i a l  r ep o r t s  t o  t h e b o a r d  d et a i l i n g  a l l  a s s es s m en t s  c o l l ec t ed  
a n d  f u n d s  t r a n s f er r ed  t o  t h e b o a r d  t o  c o v er  t h ei r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s  a n d  t o  f u n d  r es ea r c h  a n d  
p r o m o t i o n  p r o j ec t s  a s  a p p r o v ed  b y  t h e b o a r d .  D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a t t en d s  a l l  b o a r d  m eet i n g s  a n d  
s er v es  a s  l i a i s o n  b et w een  t h e b o a r d  a n d  t h e d ep a r t m en t .   
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OFFICE OF ANIMAL HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

MISSION 
The mission of the Office of Animal Health & Food Safety, through state and federal mandates, 
is to guard and p rotect the integrity of the liv estock  industry against animal diseases through 
diagnostic, p rev entativ e, eradication and other deterrent measures.   Additionally the office is 
resp onsib le for p rotecting the food chain, p ub lic health and general w elfare of the L ouisiana 
citiz enry b y assuring that meat, seafood, p oultry, eggs, fruits and v egetab les and their p roducts 
are p rop erly identified, lab eled, insp ected and accurately graded.   The Office of Animal Health 
& Food Safety shall also b e resp onsib le for the control of liv estock  theft and denying a mark et 
for stolen cattle and horses in L ouisiana, all in accordance w ith ap p licab le law .   The Food 
D istrib ution P rogram administers the U SD A C ommodity P rogram ( Sections 2  and 6  of the 
Richard B .  Russell N ational School L unch Act, The E mergency Food Assistance Act of 1 9 8 3 , 
and 7 C FR 2 5 0 , 2 5 1 ) . The Office of Animal Health & Food Safety is p resently resp onsib le for 
coordinating the dep artment' s E mergency M anagement and Resp onse b efore, during and after a 
disaster.   L D AF administers E SF-4 , Firefighting and E SF-1 1 , Agriculture.  L D AF E mergency 
M anagement D iv ision manages the b usiness of these v ital functions;  a comp lex  endeav or that 
req uires p lanning, p rep aration and p ractice to fulfill the mission w hen the need arriv es.   
 

G OALS 
The goal of this p rogram is to maintain a safe and healthful food sup p ly for the p eop le of 
L ouisiana, w hile simultaneously p rotecting and safeguarding the p roducers of these p roducts.   
The p rogram insp ects and grades food p roducts, controls liv estock  diseases and track s ow nership  
of liv estock  through a b randing activ ity.   The activ ities of this p rogram are:  Administrativ e, 
Federal/ State M eat P rogram, P oultry and E gg I nsp ection, Food Q uality Serv ices, L iv estock  
D isease P rev ention, L iv estock  Theft P rev ention, E mergency M anagement and Food D istrib ution 
P rogram.  
 
P ROG RAM  AC TI V I TY :   E M E RG E N C Y  M AN AG E M E N T - L D AF has the resp onsib ility as 
authoriz ed b y the L ouisiana E mergency Op eration P lan to administer tw o of the fifteen 
E mergency Sup p ort Functions.  These functions are E SF-4 , Firefighting and E SF-1 1 , Agriculture.  
L D AF E mergency M anagement D iv ision manages the b usiness of these v ital functions.  
E mergency management is a comp lex  endeav or that req uires year round p lanning, p rep aration 
and p ractice to fulfill the mission w hen the need arriv es.  Full time year round staffing is utiliz ed 
b y L D AF to meet the needs of its emergency resp onse resp onsib ilities.  
 
P ROG RAM  AC TI V I TY :   FOOD  D I STRI B U TI ON  – The Food D istrib ution P rogram ensures 
the U SD A commodities are distrib uted to eligib le recip ient agencies and that those agencies are 
rev iew ed as req uired.   Further, the office ensures the safe storage and handling of the 
commodities until consumed.   The Food D istrib ution P rogram is resp onsib le for the ordering, 
w arehousing, and distrib ution of foods p urchased b y the U nited States D ep artment of 
Agriculture ( U SD A)  for use in federally ap p rov ed child nutrition p rograms and for food 
p urchased for distrib ution to low  income citiz ens and families.   I t also is resp onsib le for ensuring 
that recip ient agencies are op erated in comp liance w ith federal req uirements ( agreement, 
regulation and law )  b y monitoring receiv ing agencies ( schools, summer feeding sp onsors, food 
b ank s and their memb er agencies) , resolv ing findings and rep orting activ ities to the U SD A 
w hich ensure that these foods are p rotected and are distrib uted only to those w ho are eligib le to 
receiv e these b enefits.   
 



PROGRAM ACTIVITY:   FOOD QUALITY SERVICES (FRUITS AND VEGETABLES) - 
(R. S.  3 :4 0 5 ) (Ti t l e  3 ,  Ch a p t e r  5 ) Th e  Fo o d  Qu a l i t y  Se r v i c e s (FQS) p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s u n b i a se d  
t h i r d  p a r t y  (c o l l a b o r a t o r ) i n sp e c t i o n s,  st a t e  i n sp e c t i o n s,  a n d  sh i p p i n g  p o i n t  i n sp e c t i o n s f o r  f r e sh  
f r u i t s a n d  v e g e t a b l e s g r o w n  i n  Lo u i si a n a .   Th i s p r o g r a m  i n sp e c t s a n d  c e r t i f i e s g r a d e ,  q u a l i t y  a n d  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  f r e sh  f r u i t s,  v e g e t a b l e s,  p e a n u t s a n d  p e c a n s a t  sh i p p i n g  p o r t s a n d  r e c e i v i n g  m a r k e t s 
i n  t h e  st a t e ; a n d  i n sp e c t s a n d  c e r t i f i e s f r e sh  p r o d u c e  p u r c h a se d  b y  f e d e r a l  a n d  st a t e  i n st i t u t i o n s.   
Th e  FQS p r o g r a m  h a s a  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  USDA Fr e sh  Fr u i t  a n d  Ve g e t a b l e  
Br a n c h  t o  p r o v i d e  Fe d e r a l / St a t e  i n sp e c t i o n  se r v i c e s.  
 
PROGRAM ACTIVITY:   LIVESTOCK  BRAND COMMISSION - (R. S.  3 :7 3 2 ) Th e  Li v e st o c k  
Br a n d  Co m m i ssi o n  i s r e sp o n si b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n v e st i g a t i o n  o f  f a r m  
r e l a t e d  c r i m e s w i t h  t h e  m a i n  f o c u s o n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  l i v e st o c k  t h r o u g h  r e g i st e r e d  b r a n d s 
a n d  m a r k i n g s.   Tw e l v e  e m p l o y e e s a c r o ss t h e  st a t e  a r e  c o m m i ssi o n e d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s 
w h o  p r o t e c t  l i v e s a n d  p r o p e r t y ,  d e t e r  a n d  i n v e st i g a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e l a t e d  c r i m e s,  b r i n g  
p e r p e t r a t o r s t o  j u st i c e  a n d  p e r f o r m  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  d u t i e s.   Th e y  a r e  r e sp o n si b l e  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  t a sk s: m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  i n sp e c t i n g  a l l  l i v e st o c k  a t  v i d e o  o r  p u b l i c  sa l e s a s w e l l  a s a n y  
l i v e st o c k  e i t h e r  i n  sh i p p i n g  o r  t o  b e  sh i p p e d ; i d e n t i f y i n g  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n v o l v i n g  f a r m  r e l a t e d  
c r i m e s a n d  a p p r e h e n d i n g  c r i m i n a l s; p r o v i d i n g  sp e c i a l i z e d  a ssi st a n c e  w h e n  a  m a ssi v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  m a n p o w e r  i s r e q u i r e d  d u r i n g  d i sa st e r ,  c i v i l  d i st u r b a n c e  o r  t e r r o r i st  si t u a t i o n ; p r o v i d i n g  
a ssi st a n c e  t o  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s i n  i n v e st i g a t i n g  f a r m  r e l a t e d  c r i m e ; p r o v i d i n g  a ssi st a n c e  
t o  p e r so n s u n a b l e  t o  h e l p  t h e m se l v e s,  o r  a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o r  i n  n e e d  o f  o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  se r v i c e s; 
a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  v a r i o u s i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  r e g a r d s t o  l i v e st o c k  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  f a r m  r e l a t e d  c r i m e s.  
 
PROGRAM ACTIVITY:  MEAT INSPECTION - (R. S.  3 :4 2 0 1 ) Lo u i si a n a ' s Me a t  a n d  Po u l t r y  
In sp e c t i o n  Pr o g r a m  i s a  c o o p e r a t i v e  st a t e -f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m .   It s m i ssi o n  i s t o  p r o v i d e  c o n su m e r s 
w i t h  sa f e ,  w h o l e so m e ,  p r o p e r l y  l a b e l e d  m e a t  a n d  p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s.   Th e  Pr o g r a m  i s r e sp o n si b l e  
f o r  i n sp e c t i n g  a l l  m e a t s o f  a n i m a l s sl a u g h t e r e d  a n d  p r o c e sse d  i n  Lo u i si a n a  f a c i l i t i e s; i n sp e c t i n g  
m e a t  p r o c e ssi n g  f a c i l i t i e s f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  a n d  st a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s; o p e r a t i n g  a n  
a c c r e d i t e d  l a b o r a t o r y  t h a t  a n a l y z e s m e a t  a n d  p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s f o r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  m i c r o b i o l o g i c a l  
a d u l t e r a t i o n ; r e v i e w i n g  a n d  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  l a b e l s o f  m e a t  a n d  m e a t  p r o d u c t s t o  a ssu r e  t h a t  
a c c u r a t e  p r o d u c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s su p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o n su m e r .   Th i s Pr o g r a m  p r o v i d e s c o n t i n u o u s 
i n sp e c t i o n  t o  6 2  c o m m e r c i a l  sl a u g h t e r  a n d  p r o c e ssi n g  f a c i l i t i e s,  a s w e l l  a s p e r i o d i c  i n sp e c t i o n  o f  
2 4  c u st o m  sl a u g h t e r  a n d  p r o c e ssi n g  p l a n t s.   In sp e c t e d  sl a u g h t e r  e st a b l i sh m e n t s,  i n sp e c t e d  
p r o c e sso r s,  c u st o m  sl a u g h t e r e r s,  c u st o m  p r o c e sso r s a n d  w a r e h o u se s d i st r i b u t i n g  m e a t  a n d  
p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s m u st  b e  l i c e n se d  b y  t h e  Lo u i si a n a  De p a r t m e n t  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r e  a n d  Fo r e st r y .   Th e  
Pr o g r a m  i s a l so  m a d e  u p  o f  a  c o m p l i a n c e  se g m e n t  r e sp o n si b l e  f o r  i n v e st i g a t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s o f  
m e a t  a n d  p o u l t r y  r e g u l a t i o n s su c h  a s t h e  i l l e g a l  sl a u g h t e r ,  p r o c e ssi n g ,  a n d  sa l e  o f  u n i n sp e c t e d  
m e a t  p r o d u c t s.    St a t e  c o m p l i a n c e  o f f i c e r s c o n d u c t  f o o d  sa f e t y  su r v e i l l a n c e  r e v i e w s a t  st o r e s,  
r e st a u r a n t s,  a n d  d i st r i b u t i o n  w a r e h o u se s t o  e n su r e  m e a t  p r o d u c t s so l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n sp e c t e d ,  a r e  
b e i n g  st o r e d  p r o p e r l y  a n d  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a d u l t e r a t e d  o r  c o n t a m i n a t e d  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  p r o c e ssi n g  
f a c i l i t y .   Th e se  o f f i c e r s a l so  i n v e st i g a t e  c o n su m e r  c o m p l a i n t s.   Un d e r  t h e  st a t e -f e d e r a l  
c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  Pr o g r a m  m u st  e n f o r c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s " a t  l e a st  e q u a l  t o "  t h o se  i m p o se d  
u n d e r  t h e  Fe d e r a l  Me a t  In sp e c t i o n  Ac t  a n d  Po u l t r y  Pr o d u c t s In sp e c t i o n  Ac t .   FSIS p r o v i d e s u p  t o  
5 0 %  o f  t h e  St a t e ' s o p e r a t i n g  f u n d s,  a s w e l l  a s t r a i n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a ssi st a n c e .  
 
Gr a d i n g  &  Ce r t i f i c a t i o n :  Th e  Me a t  In sp e c t i o n  Di v i s i o n  c o n d u c t s a  v o l u n t a r y  Gr a d i n g  a n d  
Ce r t i f i c a t i o n  Pr o g r a m  f o r  m e a t  a n d  m e a t  p r o d u c t s a n d  f i sh  a n d  f i sh e r y  p r o d u c t s.   Th i s p r o g r a m  
a ssu r e s t h a t  p r o d u c t s p u r c h a se d  b y  i n st i t u t i o n s a n d  sc h o o l s m e e t  t h e  In st i t u t i o n a l  Me a t  
Pu r c h a si n g  Sp e c i f i c a t i o n s a n d  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r  Fi sh  a n d  Fi sh e r y  Pr o d u c t s.   Th e  Gr a d i n g  
&  Ce r t i f i c a t i o n  Pr o g r a m  p r e v e n t s a  v e n d o r  f r o m  sh i p p i n g  a  l o w e r  v a l u e d  p r o d u c t  t h a n  w h a t  t h e  



purchase order calls for, resulting in substantial savings for both state institutions and 
participating school sy stem s.   T his P rogram  is funded through a $ 0. 04 / pound fee paid by  
participating vendors for the certification of their product.  
 
P R O G R A M  A C T I V I T Y :    P O U L T R Y  A N D  E G G S  - ( R . S .  3 : 4 05 ;  3 : 4 1 0)  ( T itle 3 , C hapter 5 )  
T he P oultry  &  E gg D ivision is responsible for establishing grades for poultry  and eggs sold in 
L ouisiana.   T he D ivision is authoriz ed through cooperative agreem ents w ith the U S D A  to 
establish and m aintain grading services at authoriz ed U S D A  poultry  and egg plants;  provide fee 
grading services at off-plant locations;  and perform  shell egg surveillance at all shell egg plants 
and hatcheries.   T he P oultry  and E ggs D ivision is responsible for enforcing S tate law s, rules and 
regulations for egg and poultry  production, pack ing and sales.  T he L ouisiana E gg C om m ission is 
charged by  the S tate L egislature w ith the duty  of prom oting eggs and egg products in L ouisiana, 
issuing licenses to all producers, pack ers, processors, w holesalers, brok ers, or any  other entity  
ex cept retailers.   I n addition the C om m ission has the authority  to hold hearings on any  violation 
of the S tate E gg M ark eting law s and revok e or suspend licenses if necessary .   T he L D A F  P oultry  
and E gg D ivision is responsible for the regulation and enforcem ent of all rules and regulations 
pertaining to the E gg C om m ission.   T he C om m ission is com posed of nine m em bers appointed by  
the C om m issioner of A griculture and F orestry  w ho serves as an ex -officio m em ber.   T he 
C om m issioner appoints som eone from  his staff to serve as D irector of the E gg C om m ission and 
the D epartm ent provides staffing for the C om m ission.   I n return, the C om m ission provides 
$ 3 0,000 per y ear to the D epartm ent to cover the cost of these services.   T he E gg C om m ission 
derives its funding from  a $ 0. 02  per case assessm ent on all eggs sold in L ouisiana, a $ 1 00 per 
y ear license fee, and per diem  and travel charges for audit w ork .   T he C om m ission generates an 
average of $ 4 2 0,000 a y ear on fee collection from  com panies doing business in L ouisiana.  
 
' P R O G R A M  A C T I V I T Y :    V E T E R I N A R Y  H E A L T H  D I V I S I O N  ( form erly  k now n as 
L I V E S T O C K  S A N I T A R Y  B O A R D )  - ( R . S .  3 : 2 09 1 )  T he m ission of the O ffice of A nim al H ealth 
&  F ood S afety , V eterinary  H ealth D ivision, is to protect livestock  from  infectious diseases 
through diagnostic, preventative, eradication and other m easures.   T he D ivision is responsible for 
protecting the public health and general w elfare of L ouisiana citiz ens by  ensuring the safety  of 
the m eat and poultry  in the food chain.   F urtherm ore, the D ivision is responsible for ensuring the 
safety  of all anim als during a large scale em ergency  or disaster, w hether accidental or 
intentional.    
 
P rogram  activities include:  1 )  providing anim al disease diagnostic capabilities using three 
laboratories;  2 )  perform ing regulatory  disease surveillance, including m onitoring m ovem ent of 
anim als into and out of L ouisiana;  3 )  insuring that biologics are correctly  approved, m onitored 
and used;  4 )  m onitoring the entrance and husbandry  of alternative livestock ;  5 )  providing 
assistance to the G overnor' s O ffice of H om eland S ecurity  &  E m ergency  P reparedness ( A cts 
2 006 , N o.  6 1 5 ) ;  6 )  protecting L ouisiana anim al agriculture by  m onitoring for foreign anim al 
diseases;  7 )  developing a data base of agricultural related business and other anim al related item s 
that w ould aid the N ational A nim al I dentification S y stem  and its P rem ises I dentification 
P rogram ;  8 )  providing a resource to continue U S D A  cooperative agreem ents;  9 )  assist in the 
N ational V eterinary  A ccreditation P rogram ;  1 0)  perform  additional w ork  including issuing 
perm its for m ovem ent, eq uine passports, handling orders from  veterinarians, 4 -H  show  health 
certificates and check -ins, approve and inspect any  anim als purchased by  L A  P rison I ndustries, 
M y coplasm a m astitis program , certify  bonds and letters of credit for auction m ark et, collect 
inform ation on E V A  vaccinated horses, inspect litter/ poultry  incinerators, inspect offal &  
inedible businesses and m onthly  inspections of rendering plants;  1 1 )  providing outreach to the 
S tate, U nited S tates and the w orld;  1 2 )  provide regulatory  m onitoring for the turtle industry ;  and, 
1 3 )  provide resources for activities of B oards and C ouncil.  



 
 
  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 
 

LDAF has the responsibility as authorized by the Louisiana Emergency Operation Plan to 
administer tw o of  the f if teen Emergency S upport Functions.  T hese f unctions are ES F-4 , 
Firef ighting and ES F-1 1 , Agriculture.  LDAF Emergency M anagement Div ision manages the 
business of  these v ital f unctions.  Emergency management is a complex  endeav or that req uires 
planning, preparation and practice to f ulf ill the mission w hen the need arriv es.  Full time year 
round staf f ing is utilized by LDAF to meet the needs of  its emergency response responsibilities.  
 
Planning f or emergency management is a complex  ongoing process that is interrelated at S tate, 
regional and local lev els.  LDAF must coordinate w ith all layers of  gov ernment, serv ices 
prov ided by the priv ate sector, and aid prov ided by non- gov ernmental partners.  Plans must be 
w ritten, rev iew ed and updated to respond to large incidents inv olv ing many state agencies.  
C ontracts must be dev eloped and maintained w ith v endors to prov ide goods and serv ices needed 
to carry out our emergency f unctions.  R elationships and agreements hav e been dev eloped w ith 
non- gov ernmental organizations to carry out the roles that can not be accomplished by 
gov ernment.  Planning must also account f or the continuing f unction of  gov ernment in the ev ent 
of  a reduced w ork f orce due to emergency response demands or the ef f ects of  an inf luenza 
pandemic.  
 
Preparation f or emergency response begins w ith education and training.  LDAF currently has 
more that 4 5 0  employees w ith certif ied I ncident C ommand S ystem q ualif ications.  M any 
employees hav e adv anced I C S  courses and other training to their credit.  W e hav e dev eloped a 
f ully staf f ed I ncident M anagement T eam eq uipped to manage all hazards w ith a f ocus on 
planning, operations, and documentation.  T raining of  response teams and support branches has 
been accomplished and more is planned f or the f uture.   
 
Participation in all S tate planned drills and ex ercises by LDAF demonstrates our commitment to 
emergency response.  C urrently LDAF is preparing f or a multi state ex ercise to test our logistical 
ability to handle a maj or Foreign Animal Disease ev ent.  Ex ercises also are planned to test our 
readiness f or response to our missions of  pet sheltering, responding to economically damaging 
plant pest or diseases and prov iding emergency f uel f or li f esav ing and lif e sustaining missions.  
M onthly meetings of  our I M T  command and general staf f  are held to rev iew  policies and 
procedures in our emergency response.   
 
LDAF has a prov en record of  serv ing the needs of  the citizens of  Louisiana in past ev ents 
including hurricanes, f loods, tornadoes, and utility f ailures.  LDAF is prepared to respond to 
incidents that threaten agriculture, the supply of  saf e f ood, natural disasters, and public health 
emergencies.  T o maintain our state of  readiness, respond to, recov er f rom, and mitigate the 
ef f ects of  disasters LDAF req uires f ull time staf f ing to carry out our missions.  Emergency 
response to natural or man made disasters is critical to the saf ety, and economic stability, of  
Louisiana.  



FOOD DISTRIBUTION DIVISION 
 

 T h e  F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  d i v i s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  U S D A  d o n a t e d  f o o d  
c o m m o d i t y  p r o g r a m  i n  L o u i s i a n a .   A  s t a f f  o f  1 8  e m p l o y e e s  i s  u t i l i z e d  t o  o r d e r ,  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e s e  d o n a t e d  f o o d s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0 0  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  
t o  m o n i t o r  t h e s e  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a l l  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  p o l i c i e s  a n d  
l a w s .   P r o g r a m  c a t e g o r i e s  i n c l u d e :  
 1 .  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  L u n c h  a n d  B r e a k f a s t  P r o g r a m  
 2 .  S t a t e  C o r r e c t i o n s  F a c i l i t i e s  
 3 .  E m e r g e n c y  F o o d  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  
 4 .  S u m m e r  F e e d i n g  P r o g r a m  
 5 .  D i s a s t e r  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  
 C o m m o d i t i e s  a r e  o r d e r e d  f r o m  U S D A  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  n e e d s  o f  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i t e m s .   P r o d u c t s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  a t  c o n t r a c t  a n d  s t a t e -o p e r a t e d  w a r e h o u s e s .   S t r i c t  
i n v e n t o r y  a n d  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  t h e s e  w a r e h o u s e s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  D i v i s i o n .  
 C o m m o d i t i e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c i e s  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .   A s  a n  a d d e d  
s e r v i c e ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p r o v i d e s  d e l i v e r y  t o  a l l  p a r i s h  a n d  d i o c e s e  s c h o o l  f o o d  a u t h o r i t i e s  w h o  a r e  
u n a b l e  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s .  
 M o n i t o r i n g  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  f i e l d  s t a f f  w h o  v i s i t  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c i e s  o n  
a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .   T h e s e  f i e l d  a u d i t s  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  p o l i c i e s  a r e  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h a t  c o m m o d i t i e s  a r e  
s t o r e d  a n d  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m a n n e r ,  t h a t  a l l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  m e t ,  a n d  
t h a t  a l l  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  c o m m o d i t y  a s s i s t a n c e  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t s .  
 T h e  F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  d i v i s i o n  a l s o  a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  U S D A  D o n a t e d  F o o d  P r o c e s s i n g  
P r o g r a m .   T h e  p r o g r a m  a l l o w s  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  f o o d  p r o c e s s o r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
c o n v e r t  U S D A  c o m m o d i t i e s  i n t o  f i n i s h e d  e n d  p r o d u c t s  a t  l o w  c o s t .   T h i s  i s  n o t  o n l y  
a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  a g e n c y ,  b u t  a l s o  i s  a  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  f i r m s .  
 V a l u e  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a n n u a l l y  r a n g e s  f r o m  $ 1 8 -3 5  m i l l i o n ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  
U S D A  p u r c h a s e s .  
 
Objective I 
 T o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t  o f  t h e  F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  P r o g r a m  a t  n o  m o r e  t h a n  
f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  d i s t r i b u t e d .  
 
S t r a t e g y  1 . 1  M a i n t a i n  l e s s  t h a t  a  t h r e e  m o n t h  s u p p l y  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  o n -h a n d  a t  a n y  t i m e  

d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  
 
S t r a t e g y  1 . 2  U p g r a d e  a  F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  c o m p l e t e d  i n  F Y  9 8 .  
 
S t r a t e g y  1 . 3  C o n t i n u e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  d i v e r s i o n  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  o p t i o n s  t o  a p p r o v e d  p r o c e s s o r s  

a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  S c h o o l  F o o d  A u t h o r i t i e s .  
 
S t r a t e g y  1 . 4  P r o c e s s  c l a i m s  f o r  l o s s e s  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t .  
 
S t r a t e g y  1 . 5  P r o c e s s  c l a i m s  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f r o m  f o o d  b a n k s  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t .  
 



Performance indicators 
• Cost as a percentage of commodities distributed 
• A dministrativ e cost 
• D ol l ar v al ue of commodities 
• N umber of sch ool  ch il dren receiv ing commodities 

 
C u stomers 
• S ch ool   ch i l dren 
• N eedy  famil ies 

 
L imiting  F actors 
• F unding 

 



 

FOOD QUALITY SERVICES DIVISION 
  
M is s io n  S t a t e m e n t  
T h e  o v e r a l l  m is s io n  o f  t h e  F o o d  Q u a l it y S e r v i c e s  ( f o r m e r l y F r u it s  a n d  V e g e t a b l e s  D iv is io n )  is  t o  
p r o v id e  u n b i a s e d  t h ir d  p a r t y in s p e c t io n  ( c o l l a b o r a t o r )  a t  t e r m i n a l  m a r k e t s ,  t o  p r o v id e  s h ip p in g  
p o in t  in s p e c t io n s  w h e n  n e e d e d ,  a n d  t o  p r o v id e  in s p e c t io n s  f o r  s t a t e  in s t it u t io n s  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  
a n d  p a r i s h  e n t it ie s  t h a t  v o l u n t a r i l y c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  F r u it  a n d  V e g e t a b l e  I n s p e c t io n  P r o g r a m .   O u r  
p e r s o n n e l  a r e  l ic e n s e d  b y t h e  U S D A  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a p a c it ie s :  
• 1  C o l l a b o r a t o r  
• 2  C o l l a b o r a t o r s  ( L im it e d  L ic e n s e  c o n t i n u in g  t o  t r a i n )  
• 5  S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  f o r  s c h o o l  in s p e c t io n s  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  f r o m  P o u l t r y a n d  E g g s  
• 2  S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  f o r  c it r u s  t e s t i n g  a n d  s a m p l i n g  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  f r o m  P o u l t r y a n d  E g g s  

 
G o a l s  a n d  O b j e c t i v e s  
N e a r  T e r m  

• M a i n t a i n  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  w it h  U S D A  b y w a y o f  c o l l a b o r a t o r  a n d  s h ip p in g  
p o in t  in s p e c t io n s .  

• C o n t i n u e  a l l  S t a t e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a r e  n o w  in  e x is t e n c e  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l  l u n c h  a n d  s t a t e  
in s t it u t io n  in s p e c t io n s  o f  f r u it s  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s .  

• E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  a l l  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t io n s  g o v e r n i n g  m a r k e t i n g  o f  f r e s h  f r u it s  a n d  
v e g e t a b l e s .  

• I m p l e m e n t a t io n  o f  n e w  c it r u s  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t io n s .   
 
L o n g  T e r m  

• B e t t e r  u t il iz a t io n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a ys :  
-C o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  in s p e c t o r s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  
-C o m p u t e r  g e n e r a t e d  p r in t o u t s  o f  a l l  w o r k  p e r f o r m e d  o n  a  w e e k l y b a s is .  
-T r a in  q u a l it y c o n t r o l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  in d u s t r y;  t h e r e b y,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t -t im e  
s h ip p in g  p o in t  in s p e c t o r s  n e e d e d .  
-E x p a n d  t h e  S t a t e  I n s t it u t io n / S c h o o l  L u n c h  F r u it  a n d  V e g e t a b l e  I n s p e c t io n  P r o g r a m .  
-E n c o u r a g e  c it r u s  g r o w e r s  t o  u s e  b e t t e r  p r o m o t io n  o f  L o u is ia n a  c it r u s .  
-E n f o r c e  “ p l a c e  o f  o r ig in ”  f o r  a l l  f r u it  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  p r o d u c e .   

C o n t r i b u t io n s  o r  N e w  P r o g r a m s  S t a r t e d  S in c e  1 9 8 0  
1 .  C r o s s  u t il iz a t io n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  w it h  e a c h  d iv is io n  o f  A n i m a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  a n d  b e t w e e n  

d iv is io n s .  
2 .  E x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t o r  in s p e c t io n  p r o g r a m s .   ( C u r r e n t l y t h e  d iv is io n  h a s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  

c o l l a b o r a t o r s  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  B a t o n  R o u g e  a n d  H a m m o n d  a r e a  o n l y o f  o n e  ( 1 )  b e in g  f u l l y 
l ic e n s e d  a n d  t w o  ( 2 )  w it h  l i m it e d  l ic e n s e  c o n t i n u in g  t o  t r a i n  .    
T h e  d iv is io n  d o e s  c o l l a b o r a t o r  w o r k  in  L o u is ia n a  a n d  S o u t h w e s t  M is s is s ip p i.  

3 .  S c h o o l  L u n c h / S t a t e  I n s t it u t io n  I n s p e c t io n  P r o g r a m s .  
4 .  E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  M a t u r it y R u l e s  f o r  C it r u s .  
5 .  B e t t e r  w o r k i n g  r e l a t io n s h i p  w it h  U S D A  m a n a g e r ia l  p e r s o n n e l .  
6 .  U p d a t e d  c it r u s  r e g u l a t io n s .  
7 .  P o s it iv e  l o t  id e n t i f ic a t io n  in s p e c t io n s  a t  s h ip p in g  p o in t s .  
8 .  Q u a l it y c o n t r o l  s c h o o l  f o r  e a c h  c o m m o d it y p r o d u c e d  a n d  p a c k e d  in  L o u i s ia n a .  
9 .  E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  P r o o f  o f  O r ig in  o n  a l l  p r o d u c e  t h a t  is  l a b e l e d  a s  a  L o u i s ia n a  p r o d u c t .  



THE LIVESTOCK BRAND COMMISSION 
 

The Livestock Brand Commission is a law enforcement agency with (12) employees:   
(1) D irector;  (1) A ssistant D irector;  (10 ) I nspectors.   The office consists of five (5 ) maj or 
components: 

l) Theft P revention 
2) I nvestigative  
3 ) I dentification 
4 ) Crimestoppers P rogram 
5 ) P u b lic R elations 

 
The Livestock Brand Commission provides the same level of services today with 5 0 %  fewer 
employees than we had in the 19 8 0 ' s.  
 
I N V E S T I G A T I V E  S E R V I C E S  
The Livestock Brand Commission provides theft prevention and investigative services to a 2. 17 6  
b illion dollar agricu ltu re indu stry which inclu des the following: cattle,  eq u ine,  hogs,  emu  ostrich,  
tu rtle,  sheep,  ex otic,  chemicals,  farm machinery and eq u ipment.   The Livestock Brand 
Commission condu cts all investigations,  b oth interdepartmental and otherwise,  as directed b y the 
Commissioner.  
 
The Livestock Brand Commission maintains a cu rrent record of all b rands recorded in the state 
of Lou isiana to provide proof of ownership,  identify livestock,  and deter cattle theft.  
 
D u ring the preparation,  relief and recovery for hu rricanes,  the LBC officers provide specializ ed 
assistance when ex ecu ting LD A F ’ s E S F  11 responsib ilities of the S tate of Lou isiana E mergency 
O peration P lan.   Their du ties range from 24 -hou r secu rity details at fu el sights and animal 
shelters to monitoring the shipment of cattle ou t of coastal parishes to avoid theft and confu sion 
of ownership.  
 
D u ring 20 0 9  F Y ,  the Livestock Brand Commission investigated 3 22 cases of agricu ltu re theft 
and cleared a total of $ 1, 9 9 7 , 4 0 9  in worth of property su b j ect to investigation.   
 
I n the past years,  we have progressed from a mediocre law enforcement agency to one of the b est 
and most admired law enforcement agencies in Lou isiana agricu ltu re.   O u r investigators are as 
capab le as any sheriff depu ty,  police officer,  state trooper,  or F BI  agent in the S tate of Lou isiana.   
 
C R I M E  P R E V E N T I O N  
Livestock Brand Commission officers inspect and individu ally identify each head of livestock 
sold in pu b lic markets in the S tate of Lou isiana inclu ding video sales.   D escriptions,  hot iron,  
cold b rands and electronic identification,  along with serial nu mb ers,  are all valid identification 
tools.   O fficer patrol service is also inclu ded in this category du ring high crime periods.   
Livestock Brand Commission officers patrol 4 H  and F F A  livestock shows to prevent cheating 
among contestants.   Livestock Brand Commission officers also make pu b lic appearances with 
assorted agricu ltu ral grou ps with tips on how to b etter protect their livestock and property from 
theft.  



SADDLE IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM 
Saddle theft is one of the most popular agriculture items for thiev es to prey  on.   T he main reason 
for thiev es to steal saddles is that they  do not hav e identifiab le mark s or serial numb ers.   
T herefore,  it is the intention of the L ouisiana D epartment of A griculture and F orestry ,  L iv estock  
B rand C ommission,  to prov ide all saddle ow ners in the State of L ouisiana the opportunity  to 
hav e their saddles registered and identified b y  using a “ microchip”  implant.  
 
T his effort to deter theft w ill b e a j oint v enture of the L iv estock  B rand C ommission,  parish 
sheriffs,  other law  enforcement agencies,  parish cattlemen associations,  riding club s and the 
general pub lic of each parish.   T he procedures req uired to accomplish this are as follow s:  
 

1 )  C ontact the sheriff in each parish to determine his w iliness to participate in the 
proj ect.   I f the sheriff approv es of the proj ect,  proceed to the nex t step.  

2 )  A  j oint media statement w ill b e prepared b y  the L ouisiana D epartment of 
A griculture and F orestry  for the press.   T he statement w ill include the follow ing:  
a)  D ate and time of implementation of the program.  
b )  L ocation in each parish w here the ow ner should b ring his saddle for 

implanting the microchip.  
c)  C ost of the implant.  

 3 )  M ethod of I mplanting the M icrochip.          
T his procedure w ill b e accomplished b y  drilling a small hole in the horn of the 
saddle approx imately  1 / 2 "  deep and filled w ith plastic w ood.  

4 )  Saddle I dentification F orm R eq uirements 
A  saddle identification form must b e completed in duplicate b y  the L iv estock  
B rand C ommission O fficer or a D eputy  Sheriff.   T he ow ner w ill receiv e one copy  
for transfer of ow nership and the other copy  w ill b e housed in the L iv estock  
B rand C ommission O ffice as a permanent record.  

5 )  T his program has prov en to b e a success in a reduction of saddle  theft in the 
state and it w ill remain in place and ex panded to other areas of farm eq uipment.  

 
 

CRIMESTOPPERS PROGRAM 
T he L iv estock  B rand C ommission C rimestoppers P rogram is another tool used to assist law  
enforcement agencies in detecting and comb ating agricultural crime and is sponsored b y  the 
L ouisiana C attlemen’ s A ssociation and the L ouisiana F arm B ureau.   T he program is made pub lic 
through posters and the media.   
 
PU B LIC RELATIONS PROGRAM 
T his is the most important aspect of the total program for the follow ing reasons:  the industry  that 
w e serv e must k now  w hat w e do,  how  w e do it and w hy  w e prov ide the serv ices and that the 
serv ices w e prov ide are cost effectiv e to the tax pay ers.   T his is accomplished b y  attending pub lic 
meetings- - - C attlemen,  F arm B ureau,  law  enforcement associations,  fairs and festiv als.  
 
  



GOALS 
The Livestock Brand Commission’s goals are as follows: 

1 )  S hort Term G oal is to continu e to p rovide annu al edu cational    
  enforcement training to all of ou r emp loy ees.  

2 )  D u ring my  tenu re with the dep artment,  the Livestock Brand    
  Commission has met the goals,  ob j ectives and standards estab lished   
  b y  the u niform code and standards for law enforcement agencies.  

3 )  W e changed the image of ou r investigators b y  changing their    
  u niforms to tan shirts and b lu e j eans with the b adge worn on the    
  shirt.  
 
ST R AT E GI C  P LAN  I N F OR M AT I ON   
O BJ E CTI V E  I .   The Livestock Brand Commission strives to p rotect and safegu ard Lou isiana 
agricu ltu re.  I t comp rises five maj or areas: theft p revention,  investigative,  identification,  
Crimestop p ers P rogram and p u b lic relations.  
 

S TR A TE G Y  1 . 1  To p rovide theft p revention and investigative services to a 2 . 1 7 6  
b illion dollar agricu ltu re indu stry  which inclu des the following:  
cattle,  eq u ine,  hogs,  emu ,  ostrich,  tu rtle,  sheep ,  ex otic,  chemicals,  
farm machinery  and eq u ip ment.   

S TR A TE G Y  1 . 2  To p rovide annu al edu cational enforcement training to all of ou r 
emp loy ees.  

 
A ccou ntab ility  ( P erformance I ndicators) : 

*   Total N u mb er of Criminal I nvestigations 
*   Total N u mb er of Livestock I nsp ected 
*   Total N u mb er of Livestock Brands R ecorded 
*   Crimestop p er Cases W here R ewards W ere I ssu ed 
*   N u mb er of M eetings,  F estivals,  and F airs A ttended 
*   N u mb er of Times the M arket N ews W as R ep orted 
*   V alu e of S tolen/ M issing P rop erty  Cleared b y  I nvestigation 
*   P ercent of Theft Cases S olved in Lou isiana – N ational A verage 
*   Conviction R ate 
 

Cu stomers:  
F armers 
Cattlemen 
H orsemen 
 
Limiting F actors:  
F u nding  
M anp ower 



MEAT AND POULTRY INSPECTION PROGRAM 
 
OVERALL MISSION:  T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  M e a t  a n d  P o u l t r y  I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  i s  
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  c o n s u m e r  w i t h  a  w h o l e s o m e  a n d  s a f e  m e a t  s u p p l y .  
 
OB J EC T IVES:   P r o g r a m  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  ( 1 )  t o  a s s u r e  c o n s u m e r  r e c e i v e s  o n l y  s a f e ,  w h o l e s o m e  
a n d  u n a d u l t e r a t e d  m e a t  a n d  m e a t  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  ( 2 )  o n l y  p r o p e r l y  l a b e l e d  m e a t  p r o d u c t s  
( r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  i n g r e d i e n t s )  a r e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r .  
 
NEAR T ERM G OALS: 
( 1 )   I n s p e c t  a l l  a n i m a l s  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n d / o r  p r o c e s s e d  i n  s t a t e  p l a n t s .  
( 2 )  A s s u r e  t h a t  c u s t o m  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  s l a u g h t e r  a n d / o r  p r o c e s s  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  a n i m a l s  a r e  

m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a  s a n i t a r y  m a n n e r .  
( 3 )  E n f o r c e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  u s e  o f  a  c o m p l i a n c e  p r o g r a m .  
( 4 )  M a i n t a i n  l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t i n g  f o r  f o o d  b o r n e  p a t h o g e n s ,  i . e . ,  l i s t e r i a ,  s a l m o n e l l a ,  e  c o l i  

0 1 5 7 : H 7 .   
( 5 )  C o n t i n u e  c r o s s -u t i l i z a t i o n  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  U S D A  b y  s t a f f i n g  f e d e r a l  p l a n t s  

w i t h  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l .  
( 6 )  C o n t i n u e  t e s t i n g  o f  m e a t  p r o d u c t s  t h r o u g h  C h e m i s t r y  P r o g r a m  t o  p r o t e c t  c o n s u m e r s  f r o m  

e c o n o m i c  f r a u d .  
( 7 )  C o n t i n u e  i n  p l a n t  r e s i d u e  t e s t i n g  f o r  s h o w  a n i m a l s .  
( 8 )  C o n t i n u e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  b o t h  i n d u s t r y  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  ( H A C C P ) .  
( 9 )  C o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  m e a n i n g f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  i n d u s t r y  o n  

l a t e s t  i n s p e c t i o n  i n n o v a t i o n s .   
( 1 0 )  T r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  P e r f o r m a n c e  B a s e d  I n s p e c t i o n  S y s t e m  ( P B I S )  t o  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

I n s p e c t i o n  S y s t e m  ( P H I S ) .  
 
LONG  T ERM G OALS: 
( 1 )  R e f i n e  t h e  R i s k  A s s e s s m e n t  P r o g r a m  f o r  c u s t o m  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  b e t t e r  u t i l i z e  i n s p e c t i o n  

r e s o u r c e s .  
( 2 )  E x p a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t e s t i n g  p r o d u c t s  f o r  b o t h  n u t r i t i o n a l  a n d  m i c r o o r g a n i s m  

l e v e l s .  
( 3 )  D e c r e a s e  r o l e  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  i n  e v e r y d a y  o p e r a t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h o u t  l o w e r i n g  q u a l i t y  

a n d  s a f e t y  o f  f o o d  p r o d u c t s .  
( 4 )  D e v e l o p  s y s t e m  t o  u s e  l a p  t o p  c o m p u t e r s  t o  p e r f o r m  l i n e  i n s p e c t i o n  t a s k  c a t e g o r i e s  u n d e r  

H A C C P  s y s t e m .    
( 5 )  C o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  u p -t o -d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  i n d u s t r y .  
( 6 )  C o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  f o r  i n t e r s t a t e  s h i p m e n t  o f  s t a t e  p r o d u c t s .  
 
 
AC C OMP LISH MENT S 
 
1 )  P a s s e d  2 0 0 9  a n n u a l  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  U S D A ’ s  F o o d  S a f e t y  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e  c e r t i f y i n g  

t h a t  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  M e a t  I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  i s  “ a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t o “    f e d e r a l  i n s p e c t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  r e c e i v e d  5 0 %  o f  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s  f r o m  t h e  U S D A  t o t a l i n g  $ 2 . 1 m i l l i o n .  

2 )  S t o p p e d  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i v e s t o c k  c a r c a s s e s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  t w o  i l l e g a l  s l a u g h t e r s  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  
o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  p r o s e c u t e d  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d .  

3 )  D e c r e a s e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r o g r a m  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  a  h i g h  o f  1 4 2  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0 s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l e v e l  o f  4 3 .  

4 )  A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l / S t a t e  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  i n  2 0 0 8 ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t a t e  E I A O  
( E n f o r c e m e n t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  A n a l y s i s  O f f i c e r )  p o s i t i o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  F o o d  



Safety Assessments for all state plants.  In 2009, assessments were performed in 50% of all 
state plants. 

5)  C ontinu ed to ensu re th at c onsu mers rec eiv e only safe, wh olesome and u nadu lterated  meat 
and pou ltry produ c ts b y inspec ting  all animals slau g h tered and/ or  proc essed 

6 )  C ontinu e to prov ide inspec tion serv ic es to 7  U SD A federal meat and pou ltry proc essing  
fac ilities staffed with  state inspec tors u nder a c ross-u tiliz ation ag reement.  

7 )   Inspec tion personnel rev iewed 1 00% of state plants’  H AC C P  ( H az ard Analysis &  C ritic al 
C ontrol P oint)  and SSO P  ( Sanitation Standard O perating  P roc edu res)  plans ensu ring  th at all 
state and federal req u irements are met. 

8 )   P rog ram h eadq u arters estab lish ed, implemented and maintains th e U SD A req u irement   for a 
P B IS ( P erformanc e B ased Inspec tion System)  for all proc essing  and slau g h ter fac ilities. In 
2009, b eg an preparing  and training  for a new federal P H IS system to b e implemented in 201 1 .  

9)   C ontinu ed prev iou s years work  b y prev enting  meat and pou ltry produ c ts spoiled as a resu lt of 
H u rric anes G u stav  and Ik e from entering  c ommerc e, direc ted th e proper disposal of produ c ts 
th at were fou nd to b e u nfit for h u man c onsu mption and reg u lated th e retu rn of safe food 
produ c tion to meat and pou ltry proc essing  operations affec ted b y th e h u rric anes. 

1 0)  M aintained an ac c redited lab oratory prog ram at L ou isiana State U niv ersity and adopted F SIS 
g u idelines for testing  of mic roorg anisms, i.e. for listeria, salmonella, e-c oli  01 57 : H 7 , c oli 
form, v ib riosis, and any oth er adu lterants as well as fat c ontent in meat produ c ts. 

1 1 )    M anag ement personnel c ontinu e to rev iew and approv e all meat produ c t lab els ensu ring  
ac c u rate ing redients, net weig h ts, formu lations, and oth er areas of non-food safety 
c onsu mer protec tion c onc erns. 

1 2)     M eat Inspec tion E nforc ement ag ents c ontinu e to c ondu c t rev iews of retail ou tlets, 
distrib u tion wareh ou ses, institu tions, and oth er fac ilities h andling  meat produ c ts to 
determine if state and federal req u irements are met.  

1 3 )    L ab oratory c ertified b y U SD A as a F ood E merg enc y R esponse N etwork s ( F E R N )  fac ility. 
 
MEAT INSPECTION PROGRAM IMPACT 
 
In ac c ordanc e with  L ou isiana R ev ised Statu tes ( R S 3 : 4 201  – 4 23 3 )  th is prog ram c ontinu es to 
ensu re th at c onsu mers rec eiv e only safe, wh olesome, u nadu lterated meat and pou ltry produ c ts 
th at are properly lab eled.  T h e M eat and P ou ltry Inspec tion P rog ram is a c ooperativ e state-
federal prog ram rec eiv ing  50% of its fu nding  from U SD A.  T h e prog ram is responsib le for 
inspec ting  all meats of animals slau g h tered and proc essed in L ou isiana fac ilities:  inspec ting  and 
approv ing   premises of meat fac ilities ac c ording  to federal and state req u irements:  operating  a 
federal ac c redited lab oratory for analyses of meat samples:  rev iewing  and approv ing  all lab els of 
meat and meat produ c ts to assu re th at ac c u rate produ c t information is su pplied to th e c onsu mer:  
and inv estig ates v iolations of meat and pou ltry reg u lations su c h  as illeg al slau g h ter, proc essing , 
and sale of u ninspec ted meat produ c ts.     
 
Amou nt of federal dollars av ailab le, F Y  2008    $ 2,1 1 5,1 7 2 
 
N u mb er of state inspec ted slau g h ter &  proc essing  fac ilities  8 1  
 
N u mb er of L D AF  meat inspec tion prog ram employees  4 3  
 
N u mb er of slau g h tered liv estoc k  inspec ted    25,91 4  
 
P ou nds of meat &  pou ltry proc essed and inspec ted   3 6 ,8 4 1 ,6 97  
 
N u mb er of lab oratory samples monitored    1 ,26 7  



 
N u m b e r  o f  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  e m p l o y e e s      7 3 0  
 
A n n u a l  g r o s s  s a l e s  f o r  s t a t e  i n s p e c t e d  p l a n t s     $  8 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
 
S t a t e  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m  s t a f f ’ s  f o u r  m e a t  p l a n t s  f o r  U S D A ,  i n   w h i c h  a  c r o s s -u t i l i z a t i o n  
a g r e e m e n t  i s  s i g n e d  w h e r e  t h e  s t a t e  i s  r e i m b u r s e d  p e r  h o u r  f o r  e a c h  i n s p e c t i o n  h o u r  p r o v i d e d .  
  
 
GRADING AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 
 
G r a d i n g  a n d  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s s u r e s  t h a t  p r o d u c t s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  s c h o o l s  m e e t  a l l  
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  M e a t  P u r c h a s e  S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  F i s h  a n d  F i s h e r i e s  
P r o d u c t s .  
 
O B J E C T I V E S : G r a d i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r e v e n t s  a  v e n d o r  f r o m  s h i p p i n g  a  l o w e r  v a l u e d  
p r o d u c t  t h a n  w h a t  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o r d e r  c a l l s  f o r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  s a v i n g s  f o r  b o t h  s t a t e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .   S e a f o o d  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  
v e n d o r s  t o  d e v e l o p  m a r k e t s  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d  w i t h o u t  i n s p e c t i o n .   A l l i g a t o r  
i n s p e c t i o n  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  e x p o r t  m a r k e t  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d ,  a s  a n  e x p o r t i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  i m p o r t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  r e q u i r e .    
 
N E A R  T E R M  G O A L S : 
( 1 )  M e a t  g r a d i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s e r v i c i n g  a l l  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  4 8  s c h o o l  f o o d  p a r i s h e s .    
( 2 )  S e a f o o d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a l l  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
( 3 )  U S D C  C o o p e r a t i v e  A g r e e m e n t  - I n s p e c t  U S D C  l i c e n s e d  p l a n t s .   W r i t e  a l l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  

e x p o r t  p r o d u c t .  
( 4 )  A l l i g a t o r  I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  - I n s p e c t  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o c e s s ,  t o  i n s u r e  c a r c a s s  w a s  

p r o c e s s e d  i n  a  s a n i t a r y  m a n n e r .  I n s p e c t o r  i s s u e s  e x p o r t  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  
( 5 )  U S D C  F i s h  M e a l  C o o p e r a t i v e  A g r e e m e n t  - I n s p e c t  f i s h  m e a l  p l a n t s .  T a k e  s a m p l e s  o f  

p r o d u c t  a n d  s e n d  t o  P a s c a g o u l a  l a b  t o  t e s t  f o r  s a l m o n e l l a .   F i s h  m e a l  i s  u s e d  i n  p e t  f o o d ,  
f e r t i l i z e r .   T h e  e x t r a c t e d  o i l  i s  u s e d  i n  m a r g a r i n e  a n d  p e r f u m e .  

( 6 )  N u t r i a  I n s p e c t i o n  a n d  P r o c e s s i n g  - C o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  D H H ,  W i l d l i f e  a n d  
F i s h e r i e s  a n d  D e p t .  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  t o  s l a u g h t e r  e x c e s s  n u m b e r  o f  n u t r i a  w h i c h  w e r e  a  
n u i s a n c e .  ( C o a s t a l  p a r i s h e s )  

( 7 )  U t i l i z e  a l l o c a t e d  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  o n  g o i n g  n u t r i a  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  i n c e n t i v e s  
f o r  t r a p p e r s  a n d  p r o c e s s o r s .  

( 8 )  I m p l e m e n t  A c t  7 4 9 ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f o o d  s e r v i c e  a n d  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  s e l f  c e r t i f y  ( H A C C P )  a l l  r e d  m e a t ,  s e a f o o d ,  p o u l t r y  a n d  e g g .  

( 9 )  T r a i n i n g  f o r  a l l  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o p e r a t i n g  f o o d  
s e r v i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  o r  f o r  p a t i e n t s  o r  i n m a t e s  i n  t h e i r  c u s t o d y .  

 
L O N G  T E R M  G O A L S : 
G r a d i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  l o n g  t e r m : 
( 1 )  E s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t  i s  e  c o l i  0 1 5 7 H 7  f r e e .  
( 2 )  V e r i f y  g r a d e  o f  c a n  g o o d s  t o  b e  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  p u r c h a s e  o r d e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  
( 3 )  B l o c k  g r a n t s  i n  l i e u  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s .  
 
S e a f o o d  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  l o n g  t e r m : 
1 )  A g g r e s s i v e l y  p r o m o t e  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  u n d e r  u t i l i z e d  s p e c i e s .  
( 2 )  W o r k  w i t h  U S D C  a n d  F D A  t o  d e v e l o p  e x p o r t  m a r k e t s .  



 
A C C O M P L I S H E D  S I N C E  1 9 8 0  
(1 )  A l l  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  p u r c h a s i n g  c e r t i f i e d  p r o d u c t .  
(2 )  I n c r e a s e d  f r o m  3 4  p a r i s h  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  t o  4 8  u n d e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  
(3 )  I n i t i a t e  s e a f o o d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  
(4 )  D e v e l o p e d  s e r i e s  9 0 0  p o u l t r y  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  
(5 )  I n i t i a t e  U S D C  C r o s s  L i c e n s e d  P r o g r a m .  
(6 )  I n i t i a t e  A l l i g a t o r  I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  s h i p m e n t  i n s t a t e ,  o u t -o f -s t a t e  a n d  e x p o r t .  
(7 )  I n i t i a t i o n  o f  n u t r i a  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  D H H ,  W i l d l i f e  a n d  

F i s h e r i e s  a n d  D e p t .  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  
(8 )  P a s s e d  A c t  7 4 9  r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f o o d  s e r v i c e  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  

s e l f  c e r t i f y  a l l  r e d  m e a t ,  s e a f o o d  a n d  p o u l t r y .  
(9 )  I n i t i a t e  a  p r o g r a m  t o  p r o c e s s  c o m m o d i t i e s  g r o u n d  b e e f  i n t o  p r e  c o o k e d  p a t t i e s .  
(1 0 )  W r i t e  s t a n d a r d s  t o  i n c r e a s e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  b r e a d  t y p e  p r o d u c t s  t h e r e  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  v a l v e  

a d d e d  p r o d u c t s .  
 
 
 



 
 POULTRY AND EGG DIVISION 
 
M ISSION STATEM ENT 
T h e  o v e r a l l  m is s io n  o f  t h e  P o u l t r y  a n d  E g g  D iv is io n  is  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  in s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  p o u l t r y ,  e g g  a n d  p o u l t r y  a n d  e g g  p r o d u c t s  a r e  w h o l e s o m e  a n d  a r e  o f  t h e  q u a n t it y  a n d  q u a l it y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  l a b e l .   T h e  d iv is io n  a l s o  p r o m o t e s  c o n s u m e r  u s e  o f  p o u l t r y  a n d  e g g s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  L o u i s ia n a  E g g  C o m m i s s io n .   O u r  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  l ic e n s e d  b y  t h e  U S D A  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c a p a c it ie s :  
• 12  G r a d e r s  w it h  U S D A / S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  
• 1 G r a d e r s  w it h  U S D A / S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  f r o m  m e a t  d iv is io n  
• 3  G r a d e r s  w it h  U S D A / S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  f r o m  F r u it s  &  V e g e t a b l e s  
• 2  G r a d e r s  w it h  S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  o n l y  
• 2  G r a d e r s  w it h  S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  o n l y  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  f r o m  F r u it s  &  V e g e t a b l e s  
• 1 G r a d e r s  w it h  S t a t e  l ic e n s e s  o n l y  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  f r o m  M e a t  D iv is io n               

 
GOALS AND OB J EC TIVES 
N e a r  T e r m  
• M a i n t a i n  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  w it h  U S D A .  

o P r o v id e  q u a l i f ie d ,  l ic e n s e d  g r a d e r s  f o r  a l l  U S D A  p o u l t r y  a n d  e g g  p l a n t s  i n  
L o u i s ia n a .  

o P r o v id e  f e e  g r a d i n g  s e r v i c e  f o r  n o n  U S D A  p o u l t r y  a n d  e g g  p l a n t s .  
o P r o v id e  g r a d e r s  t o  p e r f o r m  f e d e r a l  e g g  s u r v e i l l a n c e  f o r  L o u is ia n a  e g g  p l a n t s  a n d  

h a t c h e r i e s .  
o P e r f o r m  a l l  U S D A  d e s t i n a t io n  in s p e c t io n s  a n d  r e v i e w s  f o r  p o u l t r y  a n d  e g g s .  

• C o n t i n u e  a l l  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a r e  n o w  in  e x is t e n c e .  
o C o n t r a c t  c o m p l i a n c e  in s p e c t io n  f o r  a l l  p o u l t r y ,  p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s ,  e g g s ,  a n d  e g g  

p r o d u c t s  u s e d  b y  s t a t e  in s t it u t io n s  a n d  o t h e r  p a r i s h  o r  s t a t e  e n t it ie s  t h a t  w is h  t o  
c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  G r a d i n g  a n d  C e r t i f ic a t io n  P r o g r a m .  

o R e g u l a t e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  7 %  a n d  10 %  L o u is ia n a  A g r i c u l t u r e  P r o d u c t s  P r e f e r e n c e  
L a w .   

o E n f o r c e  t h e  S t a t e  E g g  M a r k e t i n g  L a w .  
• W o r k  t o  m a in t a i n  a  g o o d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t io n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o u l t r y  in t e g r a t o r  a n d  t h e  

c o n t r a c t  p o u l t r y  g r o w e r .  
 
L o n g  T e r m  
• B e t t e r  u t il iz a t io n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  

o U s e  c r o s s -t r a i n e d  in s p e c t o r s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  
o C o m p u t e r  g e n e r a t e d  p r in t o u t s  o f  a l l  w o r k  p e r f o r m e d  o n  a  w e e k l y  b a s i s .   M a k e  

n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t io n s  g o v e r n i n g  m a r k e t i n g  o f  e g g s  i n  
L o u i s ia n a  t o  m a k e  t h e  p r o g r a m  m o r e  w o r k a b l e .  

• M o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  p r o m o t io n s  o f  e g g s  a n d  e g g  p r o d u c t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  L o u i s ia n a  E g g  
C o m m i s s io n .  

• I n it ia t e  a  L o u i s ia n a  E g g  Q u a l it y  A s s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m  ( S e e  A t t a c h m e n t s )  
• B e g i n  i m p l e m e n t a t io n  o f  n e w  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t .  
• D e v e l o p  a  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m  w h e r e b y  t h e  g r a d e r s  c a n  g e n e r a t e  P Y  2 10 ' s  a n d  P Y  2 11' s  a t  

t h e  p l a c e  o f  g r a d i n g  w it h  U S D A  u t il iz in g  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a s  A s s i s t a n t  F e d e r a l  S t a t e  
S u p e r v i s o r s .  

 



Contributions or New Programs Started Since 1980 
• Cross util iz ation of  p ersonnel  with  each  div ision and between div isions.  
• D estination ap p eal  grading f or th e mil itary .  
• I mp l ementation of  th e E gg M ark eting R ul es and R egul ations.  
• E nf orcement of  th e 7 %  and 10%  Pref erence L aw.  
• A uditing of  egg industry  to insure al l  f ees and assessments are p aid.  
• New State sp ecif ications f or R T C p oul try ,  p oul try  p roducts,  and sh el l  eggs.  
• Poul try  digesters.  
• State emp l oy ees used as A ssistant F ederal  Sup erv isors.  
• R ev ised and up dated rul es and regul ations f or eggs.  

 
 
E G G  Q U A L I T Y  A S S U R A N C E  P R O G R A M  
T h e E gg Q ual ity  A ssurance Program p rov ides th e L ouisiana egg p roducers a H A CCP ty p e of  
saf ety  p rogram.   T h e p rogram addresses each  critical  p oint f orm p roduction to th e p oint of  
consumer use and p rov ides f ul l  v erif ication.   T h e p rogram is monitored by  th e Poul try  and E gg 
D iv ision.   T h e p rogram consists of  f iv e ( 5 )  critical  p oints:  

• Poul try  h ouse cl eaning and disinf ecting;  
• R odent and Pest E l imination;  
• Prop er egg wash ing;  
• B iosecurity ;  and 
• R ef rigeration.  

W h en a p roducer,  p ack er,  or f urth er p rocessors h as in p l ace a p rogram th at addresses and giv es 
p ositiv e p roof  th at th e abov e critical  p oints are being monitored and enf orced th en th e comp any  
can use th e Q ual ity  A ssurance L ogo on th e inner l id of  th e egg carton or stamp ed on th e outside 
of  th e case if  th e eggs are p ack ed l oose.  
 
L O U I S I A N A  E G G  C O M M I S S I O N  
T h e commission consists of  nine members ap p ointed by  th e Commissioner and conf irmed by  th e 
Senate.   T wo members are activ e egg p roducers.   F our members are activ e distributors.  T wo 
members h av e k nowl edge of  th e egg industry .   O ne member is ap p ointed f rom th e p ubl ic at 
l arge.   T h e Commissioner,  or h is designee,  serv es as ex -of f icio and h as al l  righ ts and 
resp onsibil ities of  ap p ointed members.   T h e Commissioner,  or h is designee,  sh al l  be counted f or 
p urp oses of  constituting a q uorum.   T h e Commissioner of  A gricul ture and F orestry  is an ex -
of f icio member.   T h e Commissioner ap p oints someone f rom h is staf f  to serv e as D irector of  th e 
E gg Commission and th e D ep artment p rov ides staf f ing f or th e Commission.   T h e Commission 
giv es th e D ep artment $ 3 0, 000. 00 y earl y  to h el p  of f set th e cost of  th ese serv ices.  
 
T h e E gg Commission deriv es its f unding f rom a $ . 02 / 3 0 doz en case assessment on al l  eggs 
p roduced and p rocessed in L ouisiana and al l  eggs p roduced el sewh ere and distributed in 
L ouisiana.   A ny  entity  engaged in p roducing,  p ack ing,  p rocessing,  and distributing eggs f or retail  
must h av e a l icense.   T h e f unds are col l ected by  th e Commissioner of  A gricul ture and F orestry .   
T h e f unds deriv ed f rom th e assessments are dep osited into th e State T reasury ,  in a sp ecial  f und 
to th e credit of  th e L ouisiana E gg Commission.   A l l  l icensees can be audited y earl y  and must be 
audited at l east ev ery  two y ears.   L icensees wil l  p ay  mil eage and p er diem.    
 
T h e p urp ose of  th e L ouisiana E gg Commission is to educate th e consumers of  L ouisiana on th e 
good nutritional  v al ue of  th e egg,  ap p rov e and issue l icensed f or al l  entities engaged in egg 
p roduction and wh ol esal es,  and to h ol d h earings and if  necessary  susp end or rev ok e l icenses of  
f l agrant v iol ators.  



 
T h e  E g g  C o m m i s s i o n  p r o m o t e s  e g g s  i n  m a n y  w a y s .   S o m e  o f  t h e  o n -g o i n g  y e a r l y  f u n c t i o n s  a r e :  
• W o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  E g g  B o a r d  o n  a l l  s t a t e  a c t i v i t i e s .  
• C o -s p o n s o r s  s t a t e w i d e  e g g  c o o k e r y  c o n t e s t  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e .  
• A  y e a r l y  c o -s p o n s o r  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  P o u l t r y  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  e g g  b r e a k f a s t s  f o r  t h e  

H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e .  
• P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r a d e  s h o w s  a n n u a l l y :  

a .  S t a t e  F a i r  i n  S h r e v e p o r t ---a  b o o t h  a n d  a n  o m e l e t  b r u n c h  
b .  M o n r o e  A g  E x p o s i t i o n  
c .  L o u i s i a n a  S c h o o l  F o o d  S e r v i c e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  
d .  L o u i s i a n a  D i e t a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
e .  L o u i s i a n a  R e s t a u r a n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
f .  C h r i s t m a s  i n  t h e  C o u n t r y  a t  S t .  F r a n c i s v i l l e  
g .  B r u n c h  f o r  P o u l t r y  G r a d u a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a t  L S U  

• O m e l e t s  f o r  a n y  s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
a .  I n  s t o r e  c o o k i n g  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
b .  R a d i o  p r o m o t i o n s  
 

T h e  E g g  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t w o  l a r g e  r a d i o  p r o m o t i o n s ,  t w o  w e e k s  b e f o r e  E a s t e r  a n d  t w o  w e e k s  
b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s .   O t h e r  p r o m o t i o n s  a r e  d o n e  w h e n e v e r  t h e r e  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  t h i n k s  t h e  e x p o s u r e  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  c o s t .   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s p o t s  o n  l o c a l  r a d i o ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  w o r k s  w i t h  s e l e c t e d  s t a t i o n s  f o r  p r o m o t i o n a l  g i v e -a w a y s .  
 
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  p u r c h a s e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  p r o m o t i o n a l  g i f t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
E g g  B o a r d .   M o s t  o f  t h e  r a d i o  p r o m o t i o n s  a r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  N e t w o r k  N e w s  a s  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  L N N  p r o v i d e s  t h e  m o s t  c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  d o l l a r .  
 
T h e  E g g  C o m m i s s i o n  m e e t s  q u a r t e r l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  W e d n e s d a y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  i n  t h e  q u a r t e r .   
R o b e r t  Y a r b o r o u g h ,  C E O  o f  M a n d a  F i n e  M e a t s ,  i s  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  E g g  
C o m m i s s i o n .  
 



VETERINARY HEALTH DIVISION 
 

BRUCELLOSIS 
Brucellosis eradication is the primary, most active and longest running program in this division.  
T he b rucellosis eradication program has b een in ex istence since 1 9 3 4 .  I t is a cooperative 
program b etw een this department and the U S D A  V eterinary S ervices division.  P rogress in 
actually eliminating b rucellosis f rom L ouisiana’ s cattle population b egan in the early 1 9 8 0 ' s and 
has progressed to L ouisiana b eing declared Brucellosis F ree b y U S D A  on A ugust 3 , 2 0 0 0 .  T his 
is a great accomplishment in light of  the f act that this state had more than 1 ,0 0 0  k now n inf ected 
herds in 1 9 8 1 .   
 
O b viously, L ouisiana has a strong b rucellosis program.  A  very ex tensive surveillance ( testing)  
program and calf hood vaccinations have b een tw o k ey components to a successf ul program.  
C ooperation and support b y the industry has made a good program successf ul.  C ontinuing a 
surveillance and vaccination program is necessary to insure that the progress made is maintained 
since the disease is still present in neighb oring states.  S econd point testing ( or slaughter 
surveillance)  w ill continue w ith identif ication of  cattle leaving f or slaughter as an aid f or 
traceb ack s. 
 
W ith reduction in f ederal money the vaccination program is essentially 1 0 0 %  in the hands of  
regulatory personnel. S ome private practicing veterinarians are paid f or perf orming b rucellosis 
vaccinations. 
 
EQ UIN E IN F ECT IOUS A N EM IA  ( EIA )  
L ouisiana has the most comprehensive advanced progressive program in the country.  T his 
program, particularly the individual identif ication req uirement, has attracted nationw ide attention 
and L ouisiana is considered a pioneer in control and eradication of  the disease. 
 
H ighlights of  the program include:  
 

1 . P ermanent individual identif ication b y electronic implant, hot b rand, 
f reez e b rand, or tattoo. 

2 . R emoval of  positive horses f rom the population. 
3 . R eq uired annual testing of  all horses. 
4 . Q uarantining and retesting of  all horses in the area around any positive 

horse. 
5 . A  change of  ow nership test done w ithin the past six  months. 

 
A ll routine testing is done b y the private sector.  R egulatory personnel q uarantine, identif y, and 
retest positive horses as w ell as conduct epidemiology studies and test horses that may b e 
ex posed to the disease.  S ince J anuary 1 , 2 0 1 0 , w e have j oined O k lahoma to push f orw ard w ith a 
more sensitive test at the initial eq uine lab oratory.  A n enz yme-link ed immunosorb ent assay 
( E L I S A )  has b een perf ormed as the f irst point of  testing.  T his again leads the w ay in locating the 
last f oci of  these horses. 
 
OT H ER T EST S 
O ur division has listened to and responded to the needs of  the L ouisiana cattle industry.  F rom 
the summer of  2 0 0 9  to present w e have instituted testing cattle f or T richomoniasis, a venereal 
disease of  many species.  I n cattle herds, calf  loss can ex ceed 8 0 % , a severe economic b low  to 
the L ouisiana cattlemen.  W e have had meetings and lab oratories to inf orm producers and 
veterinarians ab out the dif f iculties w ith testing.  N ew  regulatory rules have b een made, similar to 



all other states west of the Mississippi River, to require testing of bulls entering the state.  Plans 
are being m ad e for intrastate m ovem ent testing assoc iated  with sales.  I n-state voluntary  testing 
has shown approx im ately  36 %  positive of 1 25  bulls tested . 
 
T he V eterinary  H ealth S ervic es D ivision has also enforc ed  its plenary  power to prevent anim al 
d iseases by  quarantining a barn of horses that were ex posed  to E quine H erpes V irus I .  T his 
ac tion was a suc c essful integration with private veterinarians, the L S U  S c hool of V eterinary  
Med ic ine and  the L ouisiana Rac ing C om m ission.  C urrently , we are involved  in two d iseases 
that will be c hanging the equine world , both c onsid ered  foreign anim al d iseases, but m ay  bec om e 
d iseases present perm anently  in the U nited  S tates— C ontagious E quine Metritis and  E quine 
Piroplasm osis.  O ur veterinarians are not only  busy  in the field  with these two d iseases but work  
on national c om m ittees to establish new regulations for eac h d isease. 
 

7 0 ,0 0 0  horses were tested  for E I A  in 20 0 3.   T his num ber is up c om pared  to the 39 ,0 0 0  to 4 2,0 0 0  
tested  y early  from  1 9 9 0  - 1 9 9 5 .    T he c hart below sum m ariz es the suc c ess of the program  sinc e 
1 9 9 9 . 
 
Y ear 1 9 9 9  20 0 0  20 0 1  20 0 2 20 0 3 20 0 4  20 0 5  20 0 6  20 0 7  20 0 8  20 0 9  
#  of 
I nfec ted  
H orses 

 
1 1 2 
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4 9  

 
26  

 
1 7  

 
31  

 
1 6  

 
1 0  

 
1 2 

 
3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
L ouisiana has been c lassified  as T B  free sinc e J uly  1 9 , 1 9 9 4 .  T his state is ac tively  involved  in 
the national bovine T B  erad ic ation program .  A lthough, we have been c lassified  free, we 
c ontinue with a testing and  strong slaughter surveillanc e program  to m aintain the free status we 
have ac hieved . 
 
T he V eterinary  H ealth D ivision is presently  ad d ressing potential and  ex isting T B  problem s in 
farm  raised  c ervid ae spec ies and  z oos with rules and  regulations and  testing program s. 
 
P SEUD ORA BIES A N D  SW IN E BRUCELLOSIS 
L ouisiana is involved  in the national swine pseud orabies erad ic ation program .  W e have 
ad vanc ed  from  a C lass I  to a C lass V , whic h is a free status sinc e O c tober, 1 5 , 20 0 3.  T he 
surveillanc e part of the program  c onsists of an enhanc ed  id entific ation ( tagging)  program  at 
stoc k y ard s to inc rease trac e bac k  c apability  and  the c ollec ting and  testing of blood  sam ples at the 
S tate’ s auc tion m ark ets.  T he testing of herd s from  whic h positive anim als are trac ed  is hand led  
by  S tate/ F ed eral regulatory  personnel. 
 
T he S tate is c lassified  as C lass I I I  in the swine bruc ellosis erad ic ation program  and  is c onsid ered  
free status. S urveillanc e for the d isease is hand led  in the sam e m anner as pseud orabies.  A ll 
blood  sam ples d rawn from  swine are autom atic all y  tested  for pseud orabies and  bruc ellosis. 
 
P OULTRY  
L ouisiana c ontinues to partic ipate in the N ational Poultry  I m provem ent Plan ( N PI P)  program . 
T he S tate’ s poultry  floc k s are c lassified  free of S alm onella ty phoid  and  S al m onella pullorum .  
T esting for these d iseases c ontinues as a surveillanc e tool to m aintain the free status.  Regulatory  
personnel d o the testing and  provid e training to E x tension S ervic e personnel and  others involved  
parties to m aintain a good  surveillanc e program . 
 



Dead poultry disposal is regulated by the Veterinary Health Division and Division personnel are 
involved in approval of  disposal f ac ilities and replying to inq uiries c onc erning proper disposal.   
T he L ouisiana P oultry Diagnostic  L aboratory m onitors diseases that c an af f ec t the poultry 
industry and have devastating ef f ec ts on a c asc ade of  L ouisiana industries.  
 
S H E E P  
I n c onj unc tion w ith U S DA ,  the L ouisiana Departm ent of  A gric ulture and F orestry has developed 
and im plem ented a C ertif ied S c rapie F ree f loc k  program .   S c rapie is a disease of  sheep c lassif ied 
as a T ransm issible S pongif orm  E nc ephalom yopathy ( T S E )  w hic h af f ec ts the brain.   T he 
c ausative agent is believed to be a m isshappened protein ( prion)  sim ilar to the prion that c auses 
B ovine S pongif orm  E nc ephalopathy ( B S E )  in c attle and C hronic  W asting Disease ( C W D)  in 
deer.   S am ples are subm itted f or S c rapie,  B S E  and C W D as part of  a nationw ide surveillanc e 
plan.  
A L T E R N A T I V E  L I V E S T O C K  
T he Veterinary Health Division has developed and im plem ented rules and regulation dealing 
w ith A lternative L ivestoc k  ( I m ported ex otic  deer and antelope,  elk ,  and f arm  raised w hite tailed 
deer. )   T his program  deals w ith the harvesting,  enc losure system s,  disease c ontrol and 
c om m erc ial ac tivities of  this em erging industry.   T he L ouisiana Departm ent of  A gric ulture and 
F orestry is w ork ing w ith the L ouisiana Departm ent of  W ildlif e and F isheries in this program .   
 
T here are approx im ately 4 2 5  perm itted alternative livestoc k  produc ers as of  J anuary 1 ,  2 0 1 0 .   
Disease m onitoring,  c ontrol and c ertif ic ation program s have been developed and im plem ented 
f or suc h diseases as bruc ellosis,  tuberc ulosis and C W D.   
 
P E T  T U R T L E  
L ouisiana P et T urtle industry produc ers and m ark ets 1 0  to 1 2  m illion turtles annually.   T his 
produc t is sold in its entirety in f oreign m ark ets sinc e the sale of  pet turtles is banned in the 
U nited S tates.   A  tec hniq ue has been developed to treat the turtle eggs and k ill bac terial 
inf estation thus leaving bac teria f ree turtles to be hatc hed.   L ouisiana Departm ent of  A gric ulture 
and F orestry personnel sam ple,  subm it f or testing and provide doc um entation of  negative test to 
insure that treatm ent proc edures are w ork ing.   T here are 6 5  lic ensed pet turtle produc ers in 
L ouisiana.  
 
Veterinary Health Division P ersonnel are involved in an ex tensive c ross utiliz ation ef f ort w ithin 
the O f f ic e of  A nim al Health and F ood S af ety.   P ersonnel have been trained to do brand 
inspec tions,  m eat inspec tions,  f ruit and vegetable inspec tions and c ollec t auc tion m ark et  report 
data.   T hese servic es are provided on a part tim e basis as needed.  



OFFICE OF ANIMAL HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 

D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 0 9  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a r k e t i n g  w a s  d i s s o l v e d  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
b o a r d s  w e r e  m o v e d  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A n i m a l  H e a l t h  a n d  F o o d  S a f e t y .    
 

LOU ISIANA CATFISH P R OMOTION &  R ESEAR CH B OAR D 
 

E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  R . S .  3 : 5 5 8 . 1 -5 5 8 . 1 3  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  v o l u n t a r y  m e t h o d  o f  
r a i s i n g  r e v e n u e s  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  m a r k e t s  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  c a t f i s h  a n d  f o r  
f u n d i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  c a t f i s h  i n d u s t r y .  W h e n  a s s e s s m e n t s  
a r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c a t f i s h  f a r m e r s  v o t i n g  i n  a  r e f e r e n d u m ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
w i l l  c o l l e c t  a s s e s s m e n t s  o n  a l l  c a t f i s h  f e e d  s o l d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  t o  c a t f i s h  f a r m e r s  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  
$ 2 . 0 0  p e r  t o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  r e t a i n  3 %  o f  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  
a n d  t r a n s f e r  t h e  b a l a n c e  t o  t h e  b o a r d .  

 
D i v i s i o n  s t a f f  p r o v i d e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  i m p l e m e n t s  a l l  p r o m o t i o n  

p r o j e c t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .  W h e n  a s s e s s m e n t s  a r e  l e v i e d  o r  i m p o s e d ,  s t a f f  w i l l  
a l s o  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  b o a r d  d e t a i l i n g  a l l  a s s e s s m e n t s  c o l l e c t e d ,  r e f u n d s  t o  f a r m e r s  
a n d  f u n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  b o a r d  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  a n d  t o  f u n d  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  
 

LOU ISIANA STR AW B ER R Y MAR K ETING  B OAR D 
 

E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  R . S .  3 : 4 7 1 -4 7 8 ,  n o w  l i s t e d  a s  R . S .  3 : 7 3 0 . 1 -7 3 0 . 8  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  
w e l l  b e i n g  o f  t h e  s t r a w b e r r y  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  b y  p r o m o t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  q u a l i t y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  s t r a w b e r r i e s  t h r o u g h  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h ;  b y  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  m a r k e t  
f o r  L o u i s i a n a  s t r a w b e r r i e s  t h r o u g h  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g ;  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
s t r a w b e r r i e s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  t h r o u g h  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g ;  b y  p r o v i d i n g  p r o d u c e r s ,  
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  r e t a i l e r s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  n u t r i t i o n a l  a n d  h e a l t h  
v a l u e  o f  s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  a n d  b y  p e r f o r m i n g  a n y  o t h e r  a c t  d e e m e d  a d v i s a b l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h i s  
i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  
  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o l l e c t s  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t  i s  l e v i e d  o n  a l l  s t r a w b e r r i e s  p r o d u c e d  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  o r  p r o d u c e d  e l s e w h e r e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .   F o r  a l l  s t r a w b e r r i e s  s o l d  b y  
v o l u m e  o r  d r y  m e a s u r e ,  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  l e v i e d  o n  e a c h  p i n t ,  o r  e q u i v a l e n t ,  o f  s t r a w b e r r i e s  i n  
t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ . 0 0 1 6 5  f o r  e a c h  p i n t .   F o r  a l l  s t r a w b e r r i e s  s o l d  b y  w e i g h t ,  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  
l e v i e d  o n  e a c h  p o u n d  o f  s t r a w b e r r i e s  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ . 0 0 1 8 5  p e r  p o u n d .   A s s e s s m e n t s  a r e  
r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b y  d e a l e r s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  o f  c o n t a i n e r s  u s e d  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  p r o d u c e d  
s t r a w b e r r i e s  a n d  b y  r e t a i l e r s  f o r  s t r a w b e r r i e s  p r o d u c e d  e l s e w h e r e  a n d  s o l d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  
 T h e  b o a r d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i m p l e m e n t s  a l l  p r o m o t i o n a l  c a m p a i g n s  f o r  
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  p u b l i c i z i n g ,  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  s t r a w b e r r i e s .   T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  b o a r d  d e t a i l i n g  a l l  
a s s e s s m e n t s  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  f u n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  b o a r d  t o  c o v e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  a n d  t o  f u n d  
p r o m o t i o n a l  e n d e a v o r s .    

  



LOUISIANA CRAWFISH PROMOTION AND RESEARCH BOARD 
 

Established in R.S. 3:556.1-556.13 f o r  the p u r p o se o f  p r o v iding  a v o lu ntar y  m etho d o f  
r aising  r ev enu es to  be u sed to  dev elo p  m ar k ets f o r  L o u isiana c r aw f ish and f o r  f u nding  r esear c h 
w hic h w ill inc r ease p r o du c tio n o f  L o u isiana c r aw f ish. T he dep ar tm ent c o llec ts assessm ents o n 
all c r aw f ish bag s so ld in L o u isiana to  c r aw f ish f ar m er s and har v ester s at the r ate o f  2 .0  c ents p er  
bag  and o n all ar tif ic ial bait so ld in L o u isiana at the r ate o f  1/ 4  c ent p er  p o u nd ( $ 5/ to n) . T he 
assessm ents ar e p aid by  c r aw f ish f ar m er s and har v ester s at the f ir st p o int o f  sale and r em itted to  
the dep ar tm ent o n a q u ar ter ly  basis by  the m anu f ac tu r er  o r  distr ibu to r . Eac h f ar m er  o r  har v ester  
w ho  p u r c hases bag s o r  ar tif ic ial bait in L o u isiana m ay  o btain a r ef u nd o f  the assessm ents by  
su bm itting  a w r itten r eq u est w ithin f if teen day s af ter  the end o f  the q u ar ter  in w hic h the bait o r  
bag s w er e p u r c hased. C o p ies o f  sales r ec eip ts o r  inv o ic es sho w ing  the am o u nt o f  bait o r  bag s 
p u r c hased m u st ac c o m p any  the r eq u est. T he dep ar tm ent r etains 3%  o f  the assessm ent c o llec ted 
f o r  adm inistr ativ e c o sts and tr ansf er s the balanc e to  the bo ar d. 

D ep ar tm ent staf f  p r o v ides f inanc ial r ep o r ts to  the bo ar d detailing  all assessm ents 
c o llec ted,  r ef u nds to  f ar m er s and har v ester s and f u nds tr ansf er r ed to  the bo ar d to  c o v er  their  
adm inistr ativ e c o sts and to  f u nd p r o m o tio n and r esear c h p r o j ec ts.  
 



 

 

 

 

OFFICE OF FORESTRY 
 

 

WADE DUBEA, STATE FORESTER AND ASSISTANT C OM M ISSIONER 
( 2 2 5 ) 9 2 5 -4 5 0 0  

 
M i c h a e l  Th o m a s , Fo r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  C h i e f  

Do n  Sm i t h , J r . , Fo r e s t  P r o t e c t i o n  C h i e f  
C h a r l i e  G r e e r , En f o r c e m e n t  C h i e f  
Ra n d y  Re n t z , Re f o r e s t a t i o n  C h i e f  

Ep n e y  Br a s h e r , In f o r m a t i o n  a n d  Ed u c a t i o n  C h i e f  
G u s  Ro w l a n d , G IS P r o j e c t  Su p e r v i s o r  
J e r e m y  C o f f e y , Av i a t i o n  C h i e f  P i l o t  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFICE OF FORESTRY 
 
Th e  m a n d a t e  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  F o r e st r y  i s t o  p r o t e c t ,  c o n se r v e ,  a n d  r e p l e n i sh  t h e  n a t u r a l  

r e so u r c e s o f  t h e  st a t e …(R S  3 : 4 2 7 1 ). 
 
To  m e e t  t h i s m a n d a t e ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  F o r e st r y  h a s se v e n  b r a n c h e s,  o r  d i v i si o n s,  w h o se  

r e sp o n si b i l i t i e s a r e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  a g e n c y ’ s v a r i e t y  o f  p r o g r a m s.  Th e se  b r a n c h e s a r e :  F o r e st  
P r o t e c t i o n ,  F o r e st  M a n a g e m e n t ,  I n f o r m a t i o n / E d u c a t i o n  &  U r b a n  F o r e st r y ,  R e f o r e st a t i o n ,  
G e o g r a p h i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s,  E n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  A v i a t i o n .  A d m i n i st r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  a n d  
d i r e c t  o v e r si g h t  o f  t h e  F o r e st r y  E n f o r c e m e n t  se c t i o n  i s c a r r i e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e st e r ’ s 
O f f i c e . 

 
L o u i si a n a ’ s f o r e st l a n d s - c o v e r i n g  4 5 %  o f  t h e  st a t e ’ s a r e a ,  o r  1 3 .9  m i l l i o n  a c r e s - a r e  o v e r  

9 0 %  p r i v a t e l y -o w n e d ,  w i t h  t h e  sm a l l  a n d  m e d i u m -si z e d  o w n e r s c o n t r o l l i n g  a  v a st  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h i s f o r e st l a n d .  Th i s r e n e w a b l e  r e so u r c e  p r o v i d e s t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l  f o r  L o u i si a n a ’ s se c o n d  l a r g e st  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e m p l o y e r  - t h e  f o r e st  p r o d u c t s i n d u st r y  - w i t h  o v e r  9 0 0  f i r m s i n  4 5  p a r i sh e s 
d i r e c t l y  e m p l o y i n g  a l m o st  2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  8 , 0 0 0  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  h a r v e st i n g  a n d  
t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e so u r c e .  L o u i si a n a ’ s f o r e st s p r o v i d e  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s,  
i n c l u d i n g  c l e a n  a i r  a n d  w a t e r ,  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d  sc e n i c  b e a u t y . 
 

W i t h  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  a c c e p t e d  f o r e st  m a n a g e m e n t  
t e c h n i q u e s,  L o u i si a n a ’ s f o r e st s a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  se r v e  o u r  st a t e ,  b o t h  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n ,  n o t  o n l y  o n  
a  su st a i n e d  b a si s,  b u t  a t  a n  i n c r e a se d  l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  W i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s i n t e r e st s a n d  n e e d s 
o f  so  m a n y  o w n e r s,  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  p r o m o t e  so u n d  f o r e st r y  p r a c t i c e s o n  su c h  a  v a st  
a r e a  r e q u i r e s a  b a l a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e ss. 
 

To  m e e t  t h e  t r e e  se e d l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s o f  b o t h  c o m m e r c i a l  f o r e st r y  o p e r a t i o n s a s w e l l  a s 
t h e  n e e d s o f  u r b a n  f o r e st r y ,  t h i s a g e n c y  o p e r a t e s t h r e e  t r e e  se e d l i n g  n u r se r i e s a n d  t h r e e  se e d  
o r c h a r d s w h e r e  g e n e t i c a l l y  i m p r o v e d  sl a sh  a n d  l o b l o l l y  p i n e  se e d  a r e  p r o d u c e d . 

 
W i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s,  F o r e st r y  p e r so n n e l  a r e  c r o ss-u t i l i z e d  i n  a l l  p r o g r a m  a r e a s t o  b e t t e r  

e n a b l e  t h e  a g e n c y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t ’ s r e sp o n si b i l i t i e s a t  a n  o p t i m u m  l e v e l .  Th e  a g e n c y ’ s p e r so n n e l  
c o m p l e m e n t  h a s f a l l e n  f r o m  a  h i g h  o f  a l m o st  6 0 0  e m p l o y e e s i n  1 9 8 2  t o  a  c o n si st e n t  l e v e l  o f  
a b o u t  2 3 0  f u l l -t i m e  e m p l o y e e s.  I n  sp i t e  o f  t h i s d e c r e a se d  m a n p o w e r ,  t h e  a g e n c y  h a s c o n t i n u e d  
t o  p r o v i d e  a n d  e x p a n d  i t s se r v i c e s t h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g ,  m e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  r e c r u i t i n g .  
N e w  c h a l l e n g e s c o n st a n t l y  a r i se  a n d  t h e  a g e n c y  a d a p t s i t  p o l i c i e s,  p e r so n n e l  a n d  o t h e r  r e so u r c e s 
t o  m e e t  t h o se  d e m a n d s.  P e r so n n e l  c o m p l e m e n t  r e m a i n s c r i t i c a l l y  l o w  i n  so m e  p a r t s o f  t h e  st a t e ,  
a n d  b o t h  f o r e st  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  se r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  c o u l d  b e  e n h a n c e d  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r so n n e l .   
 

S i n c e  t h e  L o u i si a n a  L e g i sl a t u r e  p a sse d  t h e  F o r e st  P r o t e c t i o n  Ta x ,  w h i c h  l e v i e d  a n  e i g h t  
(8 ) c e n t s p e r  a c r e  t a x  o n  f o r e st l a n d ,  t h a t  r e v e n u e  h a s a l l o w e d  t h e  a g e n c y  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e  p r i m a r y  
f i r e f i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n c r e a se d  a c t i v i t i e s i n  i n se c t  &  d i se a se  d e t e c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s,  su c h  a s B e st  M a n a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s t o  p r o t e c t  f o r e st  so i l s a n d  w a t e r . 
 



ALEXANDER STATE FOREST 
 

I n  1 9 2 3 ,  w i t h  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f 2 , 0 6 8  a c r e s  fo r  $ 1 2 , 5 0 0 ,  t h e  A l e x a n d e r  S t a t e  F o r e s t  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d .   A d d i t i o n a l  p u r c h a s e s  o v e r  t h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  e n l a r g i n g  t o  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .   T h i s  m u l t i -u s e  fo r e s t  c o n t a i n s  7 0 0  a c r e s  o f b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d  
a r e a ,  2 , 2 5 0  a c r e s  i n  I n d i a n  C r e e k  L a k e  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  
l o b l o l l y ,  s l a s h  a n d  l o n g l e a f p i n e  a r e a s .   M o s t l y  b a r r e n  l a n d  w h e n  o r i g i n a l l y  p u r c h a s e d ,  e x t e n s i v e  
t r e e -p l a n t i n g  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  a  C C C  c a m p  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  F o r e s t  d u r i n g  
1 9 3 3  - 1 9 4 0 .   T o d a y  t h e  e n t i r e  F o r e s t  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  o f r e fo r e s t a t i o n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a b o u t  
3 5  m i l l i o n  b o a r d  fe e t  o f t i m b e r  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  b o a r d  fe e t  h a r v e s t e d  a n n u a l l y .   
D u r i n g  t h e  C C C  d a y s ,  t h e  e n r o l l e e s ,  m o s t l y  W o r l d  W a r  I  v e t e r a n s ,  b u i l t  t h e  l o g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
b u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .   T h e  1 7 5 -fo o t  
W o o d w o r t h  F i r e  T o w e r  a t  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  C o m p o u n d  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  t a l l e s t  fi r e  t o w e r  i n  
t h e  w o r l d .   A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 5 %  o f t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a c r e a g e  i s  m a n a g e d  fo r  h u n t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .   A  t h r i v i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f R e d -C o c k a d e d  W o o d p e c k e r s ,  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  
s p e c i e s ,  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t .    

 
 

I NDI AN C REEK  REC REATI ON AREA 
 

W i t h  a  2 , 2 5 0  a c r e  l a k e ,  t h e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a l s o  h a s  1 0 0  a c r e s  o f d e v e l o p e d  r e c r e a t i o n  
fa c i l i t i e s  a n d  a  2 5 0  a c r e  p r i m i t i v e  c a m p i n g  a r e a .   A  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  o f t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y ,  t h e  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h  P o l i c e  J u r y ,  a n d  t h e  L o w e r  W e s t  R e d  R i v e r  S o i l  
a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  fo r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i r r i g a t i o n  i n  t i m e s  
o f n e e d  a n d  fo r  r e c r e a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .   T h e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  c a m p i n g  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  1 0 9  c a m p s i t e s  
w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  fu l l  u t i l i t y  h o o k u p s ,  3  b e a c h e s  fo r  s w i m m i n g ,  b a t h h o u s e s ,  a n  e x c e l l e n t  b o a t  
l a u n c h  r a m p ,  a n d  7 5  p i c n i c  s i t e s .  
 

M ANAG EM ENT B RANC H  
Forest Landowner Assistance Program 

T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  1 4 8 , 0 0 0  w o o d l a n d  o w n e r s  i n  L o u i s i a n a .   M a n y  o f t h e m  a r e  u n a w a r e  
o f t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f fo r e s t r y  a s  i t  c o n c e r n s  t h e m ,  a n d  a r e ,  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  r e m o v i n g  t h e  v a l u a b l e  
t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e  fr o m  t h e i r  l a n d  w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t  o f t h e  fu t u r e .   A s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  p u b l i c  a g e n c y  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f fo r e s t r y ,  i t  i s  t h e  O ff i c e  o f F o r e s t r y ’ s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e n d e r  s e r v i c e s  fo r  
i m p r o v e m e n t .  

T h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f o u r  w o o d l a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  p l a c e  u n d e r  i m p r o v e d  fo r e s t  
p r a c t i c e  a s  m a n y  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f t h e  s m a l l  t i m b e r  t r a c t s  a n d  fa r m  w o o d l o t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .   T h i s  c a n  
g e n e r a l l y  b e  d o n e  t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t a c t s .   A g e n c y  c o n t a c t s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e d i a  
s h o u l d ,  o f c o u r s e ,  b e  u s e d  t o  t h e  fu l l e s t  e x t e n t .   H o w e v e r ,  t h e  fo r e s t e r ’s  t i m e  i s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
fu r n i s h i n g  fo r e s t  o w n e r s  w i t h  fu l l  i n fo r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r  t i m b e r  a n d  g i v i n g  t h e m  n e c e s s a r y  
a d v i c e  a n d  a c t i o n .   I n c l u d e d  i s  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f n e c e s s a r y  a d v i c e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
i n  r e g a r d  t o  b o t h  p r e s e n t  a n d  fu t u r e  c o u r s e s  o f a c t i o n ,  t i m b e r  m a r k i n g ,  t i m b e r  s a l e  c o n t r a c t s ,  
c u t t i n g  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  i n s e c t  a n d  d i s e a s e  p r o b l e m s ,  fe d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  c o s t -s h a r e  p r o g r a m s ,  t a x  
c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  a n d  p l a n n i n g  fo r  r e g e n e r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  h a r v e s t .   F o l l o w -u p s  a r e  o ft e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  p r o p e r  fo r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t .  



Act 1377 o f  th e  R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n  o f  th e  19 9 7 L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a tu r e  cr e a te d  th e  L o u i s i a n a  
F o r e s tr y  P r o d u cti v i ty  P r o g r a m  ( F P P ) .   F P P  b e ca m e  e f f e cti v e  J u l y  1,  19 9 8  to  p r o v i d e  f i n a n ci a l  
a s s i s ta n ce  to  e l i g i b l e  l a n d o w n e r s  f o r  e s ta b l i s h i n g  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  a  cr o p  o f  tr e e s .   T h i s  p r o g r a m  
h a s  h e l p e d  o f f s e t a  l a n d o w n e r ’s  e x p e n s e s  b y  s h a r i n g  th e  co s t o f  i m p l e m e n ti n g  s p e ci f i c f o r e s tr y  
p r a cti ce s  d e s i g n e d  to  p r o d u ce  a  ti m b e r  cr o p .   T h i s  p r o g r a m  d i s tr i b u te s  a p p r o x i m a te l y  $ 3, 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
i n  co s t s h a r e  f u n d i n g  to  a l m o s t 10 0 0  L o u i s i a n a  f o r e s t l a n d o w n e r s  a n n u a l l y .   A s e co n d a r y  r e s u l t 
o f  th i s  p r o g r a m  i s  th a t i t p r a cti ca l l y  d o u b l e d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  l a n d o w n e r  a s s i s ts  th a t th e  a g e n c y  
p r o v i d e s .   S i n ce  19 9 8  F P P  h a s  co s t-s h a r e d  w i th  13, 34 6  l a n d o w n e r s ,  a  g r a n d  to ta l  o f  
$ 33, 2 4 3, 6 6 9 . 6 7 a n d  h a s  p l a n te d  o v e r  30 9 , 0 0 4  a cr e s  a n d  i m p r o v e d  o v e r  4 2 4 , 32 5  a cr e s .  

 
T h e  F o r e s t S te w a r d s h i p  P r o g r a m  p r o m o te s  th e  w i s e  u s e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t o f  r e s o u r ce s  

th a t m a i n ta i n  a n d  e n h a n ce  th e  v a l u e  o f  th e  f o r e s ts  f o r  p r e s e n t a n d  f u tu r e  g e n e r a ti o n s .   I t 
r e co g n i z e s  a n d  r e w a r d s  l a n d o w n e r s  w h o  a r e  m a n a g i n g  th e i r  f o r e s tl a n d s  a cco r d i n g  to  m u l ti p l e -
u s e  co n ce p ts .   I t i s  a l s o  a  m e a n s  b y  w h i ch  l a n d o w n e r s  h a v e  a cce s s  to  r e s o u r ce  m a n a g e m e n t 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  to  a s s i s t th e m  i n  o b ta i n i n g  w r i tte n  f o r e s t m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s ,  w h i ch  a d d r e s s  
m u l ti p l e -u s e  m a n a g e m e n t.  

 
T h e  f e d e r a l l y  f u n d e d  F o r e s t L a n d s  E n h a n ce m e n t P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  u p  to  75 %  o f  th e  co s t 

o f  ca r r y i n g  o u t ce r ta i n  f o r e s t m a n a g e m e n t p r a cti ce s  th a t co m p l e m e n t th e  L o u i s i a n a  F P P  
p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  f u n d s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  m u l ti p l e  u s e  f o r e s tr y  p r a cti ce s  n o t co v e r e d  b y  o th e r  
U S D A a n d  s ta te  p r o g r a m ,  s u ch  a s  S o u th e r n  P i n e  B e e tl e  co n tr o l ,  i n v a s i v e  s p e ci e s  co n tr o l ,  a n d  
w i l d f i r e  a n d  ca ta s tr o p h i c r i s k  r e d u cti o n  a n d  r e h a b i l i ta ti o n .   

 
Acco m p l i s h m e n ts  o v e r  th e  p r e v i o u s  f i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s  i n  th e  f o r e s t l a n d o w n e r  a s s i s ta n ce  

p r o g r a m  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  
 
 
F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
 
 
 F . Y .  

 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s  
    N u m b e r                        Acr e s  

 
C u l t.  T r e a tm e n t 
( P l a n ti n g  &  T S I )  

 
P r e s cr i b e d  B u r n i n g  
 Acr e s  

 
2 0 0 4 -0 5  

 
2 , 19 7 

 
 8 0 , 2 79  

 
31, 776  

 
2 6 , 2 8 2  

 
2 0 0 5 -0 6  

 
3, 32 5  

 
9 1, 5 6 6  

 
4 9 , 39 0  

 
18 , 2 9 0  

 
2 0 0 6 -0 7 

 
1, 4 14  

 
6 4 , 30 5  

 
4 0 , 738  

 
2 0 , 35 4  

 
2 0 0 7-0 8  

 
   8 6 4  

 
4 9 , 4 70  

 
2 8 , 0 35  

 
18 , 119  

 
2 0 0 8 -0 9  

 
3, 0 4 1 

 
39 , 78 9  

 
17, 0 6 2  

 
16 , 14 8  

 
  
 
 
 



Insect and Disease Program 
 

T h e  i n s e c t  a n d  d i s e a s e  p ro g ra m  i s  p ri m a ri l y  re s p o n s i b l e  f o r t h e  p re v e n t i o n ,  d e t e c t i o n ,  a n d  
c o n t ro l  o f  i n s e c t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s  a f f e c t i n g  f o re s t l a n d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .   T h e  t h ru s t  o f  t h i s  p ro g ra m  h a s  
c e n t e re d  o n  t h e  d e t e c t i o n ,  g ro u n d  c h e c k i n g  a n d  c o n t ro l  o f  t h e  S o u t h e rn  P i n e  B e e t l e .   S i n c e  b e e t l e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  a re  c y c l i c ,  o n e  c a n  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r i n c re a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  l e v e l s  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e .   A  ri s k  re d u c t i o n  p ro g ra m  h a s  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d  t o  i m p ro v e  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  v i g o r o f  
f o re s t  s t a n d s  b y  p ro v i d i n g  c o s t -s h a re  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r p ra c t i c e s  s u c h  a s  p re s c ri b e d  b u rn i n g  a n d  n o n -
c o m m e rc i a l  t h i n n i n g .  

 
A e ri a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  a re  m a d e  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r t o  l o c a t e  i n f e s t a t i o n s  a n d  t o  d e t e rm i n e  

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a n y  i n s e c t  o r d i s e a s e  p ro b l e m .   A l l  p i n e  t y p e s  a re  f l o w n  a p p ro x i m a t e l y  e v e ry  f o u r t o  
s i x  w e e k s  f ro m  l a t e  s p ri n g  t o  e a rl y  f a l l ,  w h i c h  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  i n s p e c t i n g  4 0  m i l l i o n  a c re s  
a n n u a l l y .   O t h e r a n n u a l  s u rv e y  f l i g h t s  a n d  g ro u n d  re c o n n a i s s a n c e  c h e c k s  a re  c o n d u c t e d  f o r 
re c u rri n g  a n d  “ n e w ”  p e s t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  f o re s t  t e n t  c a t e rp i l l a r,  e m e ra l d  a s h  b o re r,  c y p re s s  l e a f ro l l e r,  
p i n e  s a w f l y ,  a n d  t h e  h a c k b e rry  p s y l l i d .   T h e  a g e n c y  a l s o  p l a c e s  a n d  c o l l e c t s  a p p ro x i m a t e l y  2 0 0  
g y p s y  m o t h  t ra p s  e a c h  s u m m e r.   N e w  f o re s t  t h re a t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S u d d e n  O a k  D e a t h  o rg a n i s m  a re  
c a re f u l l y  m o n i t o re d .  

 
T h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c  i s  k e p t  i n f o rm e d  o f  p e s t  a f f e c t  o n  f o re s t l a n d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  b y  n e w s  

re l e a s e s  a n d  b ro c h u re s  o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  p re v e n t i o n ,  a n d  c o n t ro l  o f  i n s e c t  a n d  d i s e a s e  p e s t s .  
 
I n  1 9 9 8 ,  t h e  S o u t h e rn  A n n u a l  F o re s t  I n v e n t o ry  S y s t e m  ( S A F I S )  w a s  f o rm e d  i n  

c o o p e ra t i o n  w i t h  U S D A  F o re s t  S e rv i c e  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  e m p l o y i n g  s t a t e  f o re s t ry  p e rs o n n e l  f o r 
c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  f i e l d  d a t a  n e c e s s a ry  t o  a c c u ra t e l y  d e t e rm i n e  t h e  v o l u m e  a n d  s t a t u s  o f  o u r s t a t e w i d e  
f o re s t  re s o u rc e .   T h i s  n e w  s y s t e m  w i l l  re p l a c e  t h e  p e ri o d i c  i n v e n t o ry  a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t  w a s  
s c h e d u l e d  o n  a  1 0  y e a r ro t a t i o n  w i t h  a  c o n t i n u o u s  i n v e n t o ry  p ro c e s s  t h a t  w i l l  s a m p l e  t h e  e n t i re  
s t a t e  e v e ry  f i v e  y e a rs  a n d  p ro v i d e  a n n u a l  u p d a t e s  t o  e x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o ry  d a t a .    

 
L o u i s i a n a  O f f i c e  o f  F o re s t ry  s t a f f  p e rs o n n e l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  o n  

a p p ro x i m a t e l y  8 0 %  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  U S D A  F o re s t  S e rv i c e  i s  c u rre n t l y  e d i t i n g ,  c o m p i l i n g ,  
a n d  a n a l y z i n g  t h a t  d a t a  w h i c h  w i l l  re s u l t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  u p d a t e d  L o u i s i a n a  f o re s t  i n v e n t o ry  
d a t a  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s .  W i t h  c u rre n t  s t a f f i n g  l e v e l s ,  w e  e x p e c t  t o  h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  a l l  s t a t e w i d e  
d a t a  b e f o re  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 0 5  a n d  w i l l  t h e n  c o n t i n u e  b y  c o l l e c t i n g  n e w  d a t a  o n  t h e  o l d e s t  p l o t  
s e ri e s .  

 
 

FOREST PROTECTION BRANCH 
 

T h e  p ri m a ry  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  F o re s t  P ro t e c t i o n  B ra n c h  a re  t h e  d e t e c t i o n ,  s u p p re s s i o n  a n d  
p re v e n t i o n  o f  w i l d f i re s  i n  t h e  f o re s t l a n d s  o f  L o u i s i a n a .   T h e re  a re  1 8 . 9  m i l l i o n  a c re s  o f  l a n d  
u n d e r f i re  p ro t e c t i o n  b y  t h e  a g e n c y .   O u r w i l d f i re  o c c u rre n c e  i s  h i g h  b y  re g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  
s t a n d a rd s .   W i t h o u t  t h e  e f f o rt s  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  F o re s t ry ,  t h e  l o s s e s  f ro m  t h e s e  
w i l d f i re s  w o u l d  b e  c a t a s t ro p h i c .    

F o r t h e  f i v e -y e a r p e ri o d ,  2 0 0 4 -2 0 0 8 ,  o u r re c o rd s  s h o w  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  2 , 1 5 7  w i l d f i re s ,  
w h i c h  b u rn  2 3 , 7 7 4  a c re s  o f  f o re s t l a n d  e a c h  y e a r.   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d e s t ru c t i o n  o f  v a l u a b l e   
f o re s t l a n d  a n d  i m p a c t s  o n  t h e  e c o n o m y  t h ro u g h  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h i s  i m p o rt a n t  re s o u rc e ,  w i l d f i re s  
s e ri o u s l y  t h re a t e n  c o u n t l e s s  ru ra l  s t ru c t u re s ,  i . e . ,  h o m e s ,  b a rn s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .    



Additionally, multi-million dollar  v alue  of  oth e r  p r op e r ty is  s e v e r e ly th r e ate ne d b ut damag e  i s  
p r e v e nte d b y time ly and e f f e c tiv e  w ildf ir e  s up p r e s s ion.  T h e  th r e at to los s  of  li f e  i s  
imme as ur ab le . 

 
Alth oug h  w ildf ir e  oc c ur r e nc e  h as  diminis h e d ov e r  th e  las t f our  ye ar s , th e  W ildland f ir e  

p ote ntial r e mains  h ig h  and our  r e me mb r anc e  of  th e  2 0 0 0  f ir e  s e as on w h e n 5 ,2 2 4  f ir e s  b ur ne d 
9 6 ,6 1 2  ac r e s  h as  not b e e n f or g otte n. 
 

T h e  O f f i c e  of  F or e s tr y utiliz e s  air p lane s  to de te c t w ildf ir e s  as  s oon as  p os s ib le .  O ur  
s up p r e s s ion f or c e s  c ons is t of  tr ans p or t tr uc k s  and c r aw le r  tr ac tor s  e q uip p e d w ith  f ir e p low s .  
Ap p r ox imate ly 6 8  tw o-p e r s on f ir e  c r e w s  ar e  s tr ate g ic ally p lac e d ar ound th e  s tate .  Anoth e r  1 2  to 
2 4  c r e w s  w ould b e  ne e de d to b r ing  th e  ag e nc y up  to a s up p r e s s ion le v e l c ap ab le  of  de aling  w ith  
nor mal f ir e  oc c ur r e nc e  in an e f f ic ie nt manne r .  W e  c ontinue  to s e e  a r e duc tion in th e  numb e r s  of  
f or e s t indus tr y c oop e r ator  c r e w s  w h o onc e  as s is te d th e  s tate  in f ir e  s up p r e s s ion ac tiv itie s .  T h i s  
r e duc tion in f ir e  c ontr ol p e r s onne l p lac e s  additional r e s p ons ib ility on s tate  f ir e f i g h ting  r e s our c e s  
and mak e s  c ur r e nt manp ow e r  le v e l s  e v e n le s s  ade q uate .   
 

T h e  F or e s t P r ote c tion b r anc h  als o op e r ate s  th e  s up p or t s e r v ic e s  f or  th is  s tate w ide  
op e r ation.  W e  ins p e c t, maintain, and r e p air  our  f l e e t of  f ir e  de te c tion air c r af t at our  S tate  F or e s t 
f ac ility.  A mob ile  r adio s ys te m, inc luding  r e p e ate r s  link ing  all p ar is h e s  to th e ir  H e adq uar te r s  is  a 
v ital c omp one nt of  our  op e r ation, and th r e e  te c h ni c ians  s tatione d ar ound th e  s tate  de s ig n, ins tall 
and maintain th is  e q uip me nt and th e  c ommunic ations  ne tw or k . 
 

L ouis iana is  a me mb e r  of  th e  S outh  C e ntr al S tate s  F or e s t F ir e  C omp ac t.  T h is  
or g aniz ation adminis te r s  e me r g e nc y f ir e  c ontr ol c oop e r ation b e tw e e n th e  s tate s  and in our  
r e g ion.  W e  maintain c ommunic ation w ith  oth e r  s tate s  to as s ur e  th at th e  f ir e  c ontr ol r e s our c e s  ar e  
av ailab le  w ith in th e  r e g ion in th e  e v e nt of  c atas tr op h ic  f ir e  s ituations . 
 

T h e  F e de r al E x c e s s  P e r s onal P r op e r ty p r og r am ( F E P P )  is  adminis te r e d b y th e  F or e s t 
P r ote c tion B r anc h .  T h is  p r og r am, in c oop e r ation w ith  th e  U . S . F or e s t S e r v ic e , ob tains  f e de r al 
p r op e r ty th at is  loane d to V olunte e r  F ir e  D e p ar tme nts  ac r os s  th e  s tate  to aid th e m in th e ir  f ir e  
c ontr ol e f f or ts .  T h e  D e p ar tme nt utiliz e s  a c ons ide r ab le  amount of  ap p lic ab le  e q uip me nt s e c ur e d 
th r oug h  th is  p r og r am w e ll.  S c r e e ne r s  tr av e l ac r os s  th e  s outh e r n U nite d S tate s  to loc ate , ac q uir e , 
and tr ans p or t th is  e q uip me nt b ac k  to L ouis iana.  T h e  p r og r am r e q uir e s  ong oing  inv e ntor y and 
manag e me nt of  e q uip me nt ac q uir e d ov e r  many ye ar s  of  p r og r am p ar tic ip ation. 

 
FORESTRY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 
T h e  O f f i c e  of  F or e s tr y’s  L aw  E nf or c e me nt p r og r am w as  e s tab lis h e d in 1 9 4 1  to p r ov ide  

p r ote c tion f or  th e  f or e s te d ar e as  of  our  s tate  b y e nf or c ing  f or e s tr y law s . 
 

L ouis iana’ s  h is tor y of  w ildf ir e  is  not only w e ll k now n b ut e mb ar r as s ing .  L ate s t w ildf ir e  
s tatis tic s  r e f l e c t an av e r ag e  of  1 ,8 9 7  w ildf ir e s  w h ic h  c ons ume  2 0 ,3 1 3  ac r e s  oc c ur  e ac h  ye ar .   

 
O v e r  9 9  p e r c e nt of  th e s e  ar e  man c aus e d.  Ap p r ox imate ly 7 7  p e r c e nt of  all f ir e s  ar e  inte ntionally 
s e t b y ar s onis ts .  T o our  k now le dg e , th is  p e r c e ntag e  of  ar s on r e late d f ir e s  is  th e  h ig h e s t in th e  
nation.  A s tr ong  s p e c ializ e d law  e nf or c e me nt and p r e v e ntion p r og r am is  th e  only de te r r e nt to 
th e s e  c r iminal ac ts . 

 
T imb e r  th e f t c ontinue s  to b e  r e p or te d at an alar ming  r ate , alth oug h  w e  h one s tly b e lie v e  

w e  ar e  c ur r e ntly r e c e i v ing  c omp laints  on only a s mall p or tion of  th e  ac tual los s e s .  T h e s e  



complaints require the major portion of  our E nf orcement O f f icers’ time.   T he E nf orcement 
D iv ision completes an av erag e of  approx imately  1 4 7  inv estig ations per y ear w ith losses usuall y  
reaching  one million d ollars.   T hey  usually  carry  an activ e caseload  of  6 0  to 8 0  inv estig ations 
w ith id entif ied  losses b etw een six  hund red  thousand  and  one million d ollars.   L osses of  tw o 
million d ollars or more are not uncommon.  
 

A s id entif ied  in our prev ious S unset R ev iew  reports,  the ef f ort to hav e the O f f ice of  
F orestry  E nf orcement D iv ision charg ed  as hav ing  primary  responsib ility  f or the inv estig ation 
and  collection of  inf ormation relativ e to timb er thef t and  to aid  other police ag encies in such 
inv estig ations has b een enacted  b y  the L eg islature.   A d d itionally ,  in 1 9 9 7  the L eg islature passed  
tw o pieces of  L eg islation ( 1 4 : 2 1 1  P rompt P ay ment and  1 4 : 2 1 2  F alse S tatement) ;  these new  
criminal statutes hav e g reatly  aid ed  us in prosecuting  and  resolv ing  timb er thef ts.  
 
 A ct 9  of  the 1 9 9 9  session requires d ocumentation to b e k ept on all load s of  f orest 
prod ucts f rom the w ood s to the mill.   R ules and  reg ulations mand ating  this inf ormation b e 
collected  and  maintained  b y  w ood  receiv ing  f acilities and  log g ers to prov id e d ocumentation of  
the mov ement of  sev ered  timb er are not in ef f ect.   T his inf ormation coupled  w ith the F alse 
S tatement statute has g reatly  enhanced  our E nf orcement O f f icers in estab lishing  the chain of  
ev id ence required  b y  our courts f or successf ul prosecution.   P riv ate land ow ners in L ouisiana,  
w hose complaints mak e up ov er 9 0 %  of  our caseload ,  certainly  need  these actions along  w ith a 
specializ ed  E nf orcement D iv ision that possesses the ex pertise and  k now led g e to cond uct and / or 
assist other enf orcement ag encies w ith ard uous,  leng thy  and  d if f icult inv estig ations.  
 
 

REFORESTATION BRANCH 
 

T w o of  f orestry ’s g reatest challeng es are the increasing  d emand  f or f orest resources and  a 
d ecreasing  f orest land  b ase.   I n the past sev eral y ears this d emand  has b een compound ed  b y  a 
major shif t in f orest prod uction f rom the N orthw est U nited  S tates to the S outhern U nited  S tates.   
T his shif t has put ev en more pressure on f orest prod uction in L ouisiana.  
 

N ot only  are the d emand s f or f orest prod ucts lik e lumb er,  paper,  f urniture,  and  a host of  
other items mad e d irectly  f rom trees,  b ut the d emand s on other f orest resources continue to press,  
such as those f or recreational opportunity ,  soil and  w ater conserv ation,  w etland  conserv ation,  
and  w ild li f e hab itat,  as the resource continues to shrink .   T hese along  w ith the now  g row ing  
d emand  f or b io-f uel prod uction along  w ith w ater quality  and  carb on sequestration,  planting  hav e 
b roug ht ab out new  challeng es in the manag ement and  continued  prod uction of  f orest prod ucts in 
L ouisiana.  

 
C ompetition f or land  use continues to at a rapid  pace and  the numb er of  acres av ailab le 

f or g row ing  and  harv esting  trees is red uced  as more and  more of  those acres are conv erted  to 
ag riculture,  hig hw ay s,  and  real estate w ith the continued  urb an d ev elopment in L ouisiana.  
 
N u r s e r y  O p e r a t i o n s  
 

T he O f f ice of  F orestry  is charg ed  w ith helping  meet the challeng e of  prod ucing  more raw  
w ood  prod ucts on less acreag e,  along  w ith restoration of  nativ e hab itats and  conserv ation ef f orts.  
A mong  the most d irect w ay s this ag ency  contrib utes tow ard  this solution is throug h the 
R ef orestation B ranch.  
 



The Reforestation Branch includes 2 2  full tim e p ositions in three nurseries and three seed 
orchards.   D uring  the lifting  season,  the p lanting  season,  and the p ine cone collection seasons,  an 
additional 6 0 -8 0  seasonal j ob s are filled from  the local com m unities.    
 

The O ffice of F orestry ’s nursery  p rog ram  is the focus of the reforestation effort in 
L ouisiana.   Research has indicated that L ouisiana’s uniq ue g eog rap hy  and clim ate m ak e this 
state’s forest lands p otentially  the m ost p roductiv e in the S outh for p ine sp ecies.   This O ffice’s 
four nurseries g row  som e 2 5  m illion p ine seedling s p er y ear to m eet the dem ands of the state’s 
forest landow ners.   This rep resents enoug h seedling s to rep lant ap p rox im ately  4 0 , 0 0 0  acres of 
p roductiv e forestland p er y ear.  
 W ith an increased aw areness of the need to reforest m arg inal farm lands,  return dw indling  
w etlands b ack  to v iab le hab itat,  coastal p rotection efforts,  m aintain and im p rov e w ater q uality ,  
and p rov ide functional hab itat for b oth w ildlife and recreation,  the need for q uality  nativ e 
hardw oods is increasing .   A s a result,  the O ffice of F orestry  has increased annual p roduction of 
hardw ood seedling  to 4 -5  m illion seedling s.   This is enoug h seedling s to reforest ap p rox im ately  
1 7 , 0 0 0  acres b ack  to p roductiv e hardw ood forests.   To increase this p roduction,  the O ffice of 
F orestry  has also b eg un p lanting  hardw ood seed orchards to p roduce seed for g eneticall y  
i m p rov ed hardw ood seedling s desig ned for L ouisiana needs.  
 
 The Reforestation Branch is som ew hat uniq ue to state g ov ernm ent in that the b udg et is 
sup p orted throug h seedling  sales.   A ll seedling s are sold at p roduction costs.   This insures the 
L ouisiana landow ners g et q uality  seedling  desig ned for L ouisiana’ s g row ing  conditions at a 
reasonab le cost to them  at no ex p ense to the state.   The nursery  p rog ram  p rov ides ap p rox im ately  
3 5 %  of the state’ s seedling  m ark et.   The p riv ate sector is desig ned to carry  m ost of the corp orate 
needs,  and has li m ited sales to the sm all non-industrial landow ners.   Their seed orchard 
p roduction and m ark eting  is not desig ned to carry  that m ark et,  w hich consists of m any ,  m any  
sm all orders for indiv idual ow ners.  
 
S eedling  p roductions for the last fiv e y ears are:  
 
FISCAL YEAR P IN E H ARD W O O D  T O T AL 
2 0 0 4 -0 5  2 0 , 1 3 6 , 0 0 0  3 , 4 9 6 , 0 0 0  2 3 , 6 3 2 , 0 0 0  
2 0 0 5 -0 6  2 2 , 0 8 0 , 0 0 0  4 , 9 8 1 , 0 0 0  2 7 , 0 6 1 , 0 0 0  
2 0 0 6 -0 7  1 6 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0  3 , 5 2 3 , 0 0 0  2 0 , 0 1 8 , 0 0 0  
2 0 0 7 -0 8  1 7 , 5 4 0 , 0 0 0  4 , 0 2 5 , 0 0 0  2 1 , 5 6 5 , 0 0 0  
2 0 0 8 -0 9   2 5 , 0 0 7 , 0 0 0  2 , 8 3 8 , 0 0 0  2 7 , 8 4 5 , 0 0 0  
 

P roj ected seedling  p roduction for 2 0 1 0 -1 1  is 2 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p ine and 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  hardw ood 
seedling s.   W e are anticip ating  a som ew hat slug g ish dem and in the near future for p ine due to the 
econom ic difficulties and low er p rices.   This how ev er is not the futuristic outlook  due to 
increased dem and for b io-fuels and an im p rov ing  m ark et.   This w ill m ean shorter rotations and 
hig her dem and for p ine seedling s.   The dem and for hardw ood seedling s is increasing  due to 
conserv ation,  coastal restoration,  m itig ation,  and carb on b ank ing  efforts.  

 
To p roduce q uality  tree seedling s the nursery  p rog ram  m ust m aintain the p erm anent 

p ersonnel allotm ent,  eq uip m ent,  facilities,  and p roduction acreag e at a lev el that w ill allow  us to 



manage our nurseries on a proper crop rotation to insure quality, healthy seedlings and allow us 
to maintain B est N ursery P ractices to protect our env ironmental integrity.   W e must also ex plore 
new technology to improv e our ef f iciency in crop harv esting, pack aging and shipping, to insure 
that the L ouisiana landowners get the b est product possib le, at the most reasonab le price.  
 
Tree Improvement Program 
 

I n order to produce millions of  quality tree seedlings, designed specif ically f or 
L ouisiana’s commercial f orests, we are activ ely inv olv ed with continuing tree improv ement 
programs.   T he O f f ice of  f orestry b egan tree improv ement in 1 9 6 9  and was one of  the charter 
memb ers of  the W estern G ulf  F orest T ree I mprov ement P rogram C ooperativ e that year.   
T hrough this cooperativ e, we b egan our superior pine program b y screening superior pine trees 
to b e parents f rom the state’s f orests to b e parents of  a new generation of  high production trees.   
T his resulted in today’s L ouisiana S uperior and A dv anced G eneration L ob lolly and S lash P ine 
seedlings which of f er a gain of  up to 3 4 %  f or L ob lolly and 4 8 %  f or S lash ov er wood’s run 
seedlings.   W e also now maintain one of  the f ew v iab le improv ed L ongleaf  orchards in the south.  
T his is a continuing process of  testing the seedlings and remov ing undesirab le parents and 
introducing new parents to k eep ref ining the disease resistance, growth rate, desirab le wood 
properties, desirab le shape of  the trees, resistance to insect attack s, etc.   A lthough this is normal a 
f unction of  R esearch and D ev elopment, we k eep it as part of  our production orchard, in order to 
k eep costs down.   T he main species we are currently f ocused with are L ob lolly P ine ( this is the 
most prev alent pine in L ouisiana) , S lash P ine ( this is gown in the southern areas of  the state) , and 
L ongleaf  P ine ( this was part of  the original v irgin f orests of  the state) .   W e are currently testing 
and estab lishing sev eral species of  hardwood into our production orchards.   T his is important 
b ecause the most limiting f actor in increasing hardwood seedling production is seed av ailab ility.    
 

W e are anticipating a steady increase in demand especially f or the pine species and we 
are in the process of  increasing the acreage of  seed production orchards.  I n order to k eep at the 
cutting edge of  seedling production, the T ree I mprov ement P rogram must continually improv e 
the perf ormance of  our seedling through testing, rouging, b reeding, and producing quality seeds.   
T his requires that their personnel lev els, equipment, f acilities, and orchard acreage b e maintained 
to meet their mission.   T here is no outside source av ailab le to produce seeds ab le to meet the 
needs of  the unique growing conditions of  the S tate of  L ouisiana.   I t would tak e approx imately 
1 5  - 2 0  years to start up a b rand new seed production orchard.   
 
 

I N F O R M A T I O N / E D U C A T I O N  &  U R B A N  F O R E S T R Y  
 

T he I nf ormation and E ducation program is concerned with increasing pub lic awareness 
of  the v alues of  f orest resources and the need f or management and protection f rom insects, 
diseases and f ire as well as the serv ices our agency prov ides the pub lic.  

 
E mphasis is placed on:   ( 1 )  educating landowners ab out prof itab le timb er management 

activ ities and av ailab le O f f ice of  F orestry assistance;  ( 2 )  promoting good stewardship of  b oth 
urb an and rural f orest resources f or soil, water, air, wildlif e, and aesthetic b enef its;   ( 3 )  
encouraging management of  urb an area natural resources to improv e their attractiv eness to b oth 
ex isting and prospectiv e residents and b usinesses;   ( 4 )  supporting ef f orts to attract new wood-
b ased industries and ex pand product manuf acturing div ersity within the state;  ( 5 )  educating 
classroom teachers ab out L ouisiana’s f orest resources to increase their awareness and 
k nowledge of  the f orest env ironment through P roj ect L earning T ree, a national env ironmental 
education program ( 6 )  promote wildf ire prev ention through the F irewise C ommunities U S A  



program. 
 

T h e  f ol l ow i n g are  s ome  pe rf orman c e  i n d i c at ors  of  ac c ompl i s h me n t s  i n  
I n f ormat i on / E d u c at i on  ov e r t h e  pas t  f i v e  y e ars . 
 
L i t e rat u re  d i s t ri b u t e d      1 , 0 0 0 , 1 5 3  
U rb an  F ore s t ry  P roj e c t s    1 8 0  
P roj e c t  L e arn i n g T re e  W ork s h ops   1 0 3  
P roj e c t  L e arn i n g T re e  E d u c at ors  t rai n e d  2 , 3 9 8  
P roj e c t  L e arn i n g T re e  E x h i b i t s   5 2  
 
Urban Forestry 
 

T h e  O f f i c e  of  F ore s t ry  h as  h ad  an  U rb an  F ore s t ry  program f or 2 5  y e ars .  P art i al  b as e  
f u n d i n g i s  prov i d e d  b y  a y e arl y  al l oc at i on  f rom t h e  U .S . F ore s t  S e rv i c e . 
 
T h e  age n c y  ad mi n i s t e rs  an  u rb an  an d  c ommu n i t y  f ore s t ry  gran t  program.  T h i s  gran t  program 
prov i d e s  5 0 / 5 0  mat c h i n g f u n d s  t o l oc al  c ommu n i t i e s  an d / or n on -prof i t  u rb an  f ore s t ry  
organ i z at i on s .  T h e s e  mon i e s  are  u s e d  f or u rb an  f ore s t ry  program d e v e l opme n t ,  f or t re e  pl an t i n g,  
an d  t re e  mai n t e n an c e ,  pu b l i c  e d u c at i on  an d  t rai n i n g.  A pprox i mat e l y  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  y e arl y  i s  
al l oc at e d  f rom t h e  U . S . F ore s t  S e rv i c e  t o t h e  D e part me n t  f or t h i s  gran t  program. 
 

T h e  O f f i c e  of  F ore s t ry  h as  t w o f u l l -t i me  u rb an  f ore s t e rs . T h e s e  pe rs on n e l  prov i d e  
t e c h n i c al  as s i s t an c e ,  t rai n i n g e d u c at i on ,  program d i re c t i on  an d  gran t s  man age me n t  on  a 
s t at e w i d e  b as i s .  C u rre n t l y  t h e re  i s  a n e e d  f or an  ad d i t i on al  u rb an  f ore s t ry  s pe c i al i s t  i n  S ou t h w e s t  
L ou i s i an a.   
 

U rb an  F ore s t ry  i s  t h e  e s t ab l i s h me n t ,  man age me n t  an d  prot e c t i on  of  t h e  f ore s t s  t h at  grow  
i n  an d  arou n d  ou r rapi d l y  e x pan d i n g u rb an  are as .  T h e s e  f ore s t s  i n  L ou i s i an a are  c ompri s e d  of  
h u n d re d s  of  t h ou s an d s  of  t re e s  v al u e d  at  man y  mi l l i on s  of  d ol l ars .  T h e  b e n e f i t s  t o pe opl e  
d e ri v e d  f rom t h e s e  t re e s  are  i mme as u rab l e .  B e s i d e s  t h e  ob v i ou s  ae s t h e t i c  v al u e  of  t re e s ,  t h e y  
h e l p c ool  an d  c l e an  t h e  ai r,  s h ad e  b u i l d i n gs  an d  re d u c e  e n e rgy  d e man d s  f or c ool i n g,  an d  
pos i t i v e l y  re d u c e  s t ormw at e r ru n of f  an d  f l ood i n g.  T h e y  are  k e y s  t o e n h an c i n g t h e  q u al i t y  of  l i f e  
i n  u rb an  are as . 

T h e  l at e s t  d e mograph i c  i n f ormat i on  i n d i c at e s  t h at  s oon  8 0 %  of  ou r popu l at i on  w i l l  b e  
l i v i n g i n  ou r u rb an  an d  s u b u rb an  are as .  T h i s  pe rc e n t age  i s  e x pe c t e d  t o c on t i n u e  t o i n c re as e  
d u ri n g t h e  n e x t  c e n t u ry .  T h e s e  rapi d l y  e x pan d i n g u rb an  c e n t e rs  are  l i t e ral l y  c on s u mi n g l arge  
amou n t s  of  c omme rc i al l y  i mport an t  f ore s t  an d  agri c u l t u ral  l an d s .  T h e  re s u l t s  are  l arge  are as  
w i t h  re d u c e d  v e ge t at i on  an d  i n c re as e d  h ard  s u rf ac e .  T h i s  re s u l t s  i n  e v e r i n c re as i n g f l ood ,  ai r 
q u al i t y ,  an d  h e at  i s l an d  e f f e c t s .  I n  ot h e r w ord s ,  as  ou r u rb an  are as  e n l arge ,  t h e y  b e c ome  l e s s  
l i v ab l e  i n  v e ry  re al  w ay s .  R e c e n t  re s e arc h  h as  l e ad  t o t h e  c on c l u s i on  t h at  t h e  man age me n t  of  a 
h e al t h y ,  d i v e rs e ,  an d  ab u n d an t  u rb an  f ore s t  i s  t h e  mos t  c os t  e f f e c t i v e  w ay  t o mod e rat e  t h e s e  
n e gat i v e  i mpac t s . 

T h e  O f f i c e  of  F ore s t ry ’s  u rb an  f ore s t ry  e f f ort s  as s i s t e d  b y  t h e  L ou i s i an a U rb an  F ore s t ry  
C ou n c i l  prov i d e s  c ri t i c al  s t at e w i d e  l e ad e rs h i p i n  U rb an  F ore s t ry .  A  v e ry  f e w  c ommu n i t i e s  i n  
L ou i s i an a h av e  t h e  t e c h n i c al  e x pe rt i s e  on  s t af f  t o man age  t h e i r u rb an  f ore s t s  al on e .  F e w  
c ommu n i t i e s  h av e  t h e  re v e n u e  s ou rc e s  t o f u n d  ad e q u at e  u rb an  f ore s t ry  programs .  M os t  of  t h e m 
c on t i n u e  t o re l y  on  t h e  O f f i c e  of  F ore s t ry  f or l e ad e rs h i p an d  t e c h n i c al  e x pe rt i s e . 
 



In the past 4 years, the Office of Forestry has provided urban forestry assistance to 180 
different com m unities in L ouisiana.   A  total  of over 2 00 separate urban forestry proj ects w ere 
serviced.   In addition during  the past 5  years, 6 2  different g rants w ere adm inistered under the 
urban and com m unity forestry g rant prog ram .  
 
 

GE O GR A P H I C  I N F O R M A T I O N  S E R V I C E S  
 

T he L ouisiana Office of Forestry, recog niz ing  the potential  of G eog raphic Inform ation 
S ystem s in the practice of appl ied Forestry techniq ues, establ ished the G IS  S ection during  the 
w inter of 2 008 in an effort to provide a resource of technol og ical  support for the other Forestry 
branches.   T he prim ary task s of the G IS  S ection are to assist in dig ital  data col l ection efforts and 
production, to provide a source for the m ost current statew ide dig ital  data sets, to distribute new  
technol og ies and assist in fiel d training , to create Forestry oriented m ap and w eb service 
products, and representation of the Office of Forestry in statew ide, reg ional , and national  setting s 
invol ved w ith G IS  or spatial  data and its im pact on the interests of the L ouisiana Office of 
Forestry.  

 
T hroug hout each year, the L ouisiana Office of Forestry G IS  S ection participates in data 

assim i l ation and anal ysis.  A nnual  w i l dfire data interpretation, dig ital  representation and 
attribution of m anag em ent prog ram  i m pl em entation, and federal  reporting  on spatial -based data 
are typical  products.   T he G IS  S ection al so handl es publ ic req uests for G IS  data associated w ith 
Office of Forestry.  

 
A dditional l y, the L ouisiana Office of Forestry is the prim ary center of G IS  technol og y for 

the L ouisiana D epartm ent of A g ricul ture and Forestry and reg ul arl y provides support to other, 
adj acent offices as the need arises.  In the past, Forestry G IS  personnel  have assisted in E P A  
P roj ect 3 19  data col l ection and interpretation, departm ent asset m apping , and m ark eting  and 
inform ational  l ayouts.  

S ince its inception, the G IS  S ection has focused on im proving  the abil ity of the S tate' s 
foresters to col l ect and attribute fiel d data.  T he section has pushed the l atest G IS  technol og ies 
into the fiel d and offered technical  instruction and advice to im prove efficiency and accuracy in 
reporting  the efforts and accom pl ishm ents of the Office' s foresters statew ide.  

Forestry G IS  staff has trained and continue to m aintain preparedness in fire incident 
m anag em ent ( FIM T )  technol og ies, airborne data creation, and fire risk  assessm ent technol og ies.    
T he G IS  S ection is al so activel y broadening  the capacity of the G IS  pl atform  to assist in the 
creation of m anag em ent prog ram  pl anning  and data creation.  
 



AVIATION D IVIS ION 
 
 The Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry – O ffice of Forestry;  recogniz ing 
the cross-utiliz ation history and  potential uses of w hat w as typically the Forest P rotection B ranch 
– Aircraft Detection Fleet,  estab lished  an Av iation S ection B ranch d uring the S pring of 2 0 0 9  in 
an effort to prov id e a platform and  support for all b ranches w ithin the O ffice of Forestry that 
hav e need  of this serv ice.  
  

The primary ob j ectiv e and  principle use of the Av iation S ection is to support the 
P rotection B ranch through the use of aerial d etection to search for w ild fires in the 1 8 . 9  million 
acres of forestland s und er the protection of our agency.   During a typical patrol flight LDAF-
P ilots scan the horiz on first,  for k now n smok e types to locate fires that hav e b een turned  into the 
d istrict as a controlled  b urn and  second ly,  for fires of an unk now n nature.   LDAF-P ilots hav e 
training and  years of acq uired  specializ ed  ex perience that play a k ey role once smok e is spotted .   
Fire and  surround ing areas are scouted  and  the potential threat assessed ;  if req uired  crew s can b e 
d irected  to the fire b y the most d irect routes and  help w ith the placement of men and  eq uipment 
on the fire can b e giv en.   The Av iation S ection performs ov er 4 0 0 0  flight hours per year.   A 
rand om sampling rev iew  of our Aerial Fire Detection R eport’ s ind icates that from  M ay 2 0 0 9  
until August 2 0 0 9 ,  statew id e a total of 1 4 4 9  “ smok es”  w ere d etected ,  ev aluated  or  inv estigated  
and   only 2 2 0  w ere d etermined  to need  suppression.   This clearly show s that 8 5 %  of all 
“ smok es”  that w ere seen d uring that time w ere intentional “ controlled  b urns”  of some type and  
d id  not req uire fire crew  personnel.   Thus the b ulk  of w hat w e d o is performed  in ord er that the 
precious time and  v aluab le resources of our ground  crew s are focused  on serious threats instead  
of countless man-hours b eing w asted .  
  

Throughout a typical year our second ary ob j ectiv e is to support the M anagement B ranch 
b y prov id ing aerial platform w hereb y ob serv ations and  inspections to locate insect infestations 
can b e mad e.   P arish Foresters typically rid e along w hen a “ B ug Flight”  is performed ;  in this w ay 
the Av iation S ection can help the M anagement B ranch in the prev ention,  d etection,  and  control 
of insects and  d iseases.   All pine types are flow n on a sched ule d uring the late spring to early fall 
for the S outhern P ine and  I pps b eetles;  d uring the spring flights are cond ucted  ov er the sw ampy 
regions look ing for signs of Forest Tent C aterpillar and  C ypress Leaf R oller’ s.   Flights hav e also 
b een cond ucted  to v erify logging operations and  B est M anagement P ractices.    

 
I ncreasingly flights are b eginning to b e performed  in conj unction w ith O ffice of Forestry-

G I S  using aerial d igital sk etch-mapping computers to assist other B ranches w ithin the O ffice of 
Forestry.   W e are b eing used  more as an aerial platform from w hich personnel can map 
occurrences.   For ex ample,  after a b ad  fire w e fly G I S -trained  personnel to map the area in ord er 
to acq uire and  retain an accurate d epiction of the area affected .   S imilarly,  w e can fly urb an areas 
after storms w ith the same personnel to locate and  tract storm or natural d isaster d amages and  
changes to topography.   
   

Aerial surv eillance has b een used  in the past to assist the E nforcement B ranch especially 
w hen collecting photographic ev id ence that show s the d amaging effects of w ild fires as w ell as 
d irection of fire mov ement and  location of origin.   Aerial images can b e tak en b y E nforcement to 
v erify actual logging areas v ersus the contracted  area to protect the land ow ner from timb er theft.    



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

O F F I C E  O F  F O R E S T R Y  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
S T R A T E G I C  P L A N  



OFFICE OF FORESTRY 
 
M I S S I O N : T h e  m i ssi o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  F o r e st r y  i s t o  p r o t e c t ,  c o n se r v e ,  a n d  r e p l e n i sh  t h e  

st a t e ’s f o r e st  r e so u r c e s.    
 
G O A L : T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s t o  e n su r e  t h e  su st a i n e d  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

w o o d  f i b e r  w h i l e  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  w a t e r sh e d  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  a i r  q u a l i t y  v a l u e s o f  f o r e st l a n d s.   P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
t h e se  v a l u a b l e  f o r e st l a n d s i s n e c e ssa r y  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s.   T r e e s a r e  
L o u i si a n a ’s n u m b e r  o n e  c r o p  a n d  f o r e st r y  i s a  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  L o u i si a n a ’s 
e c o n o m y .   A p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 , 0 0 0  e m p l o y e e s w o r k  i n  f o r e st r y -r e l a t e d  j o b s.   I n  
2 0 0 2 ,  L o u i si a n a  l a n d o w n e r s r e c e i v e d  o v e r  $ 5 7 0  m i l l i o n  f o r  f o r e st  p r o d u c t s so l d  
a n d  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  l a n d s.   S e v e r a n c e  t a x  r e c e i p t s a m o u n t e d  t o  o v e r  $ 1 6 . 4  
m i l l i o n  C 7 5 %  o f  w h i c h  w a s r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a r i sh  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  t i m b e r  w a s 
se v e r e d  a n d  2 5 %  o f  w h i c h  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  st a t e  g e n e r a l  f u n d .   T o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s 
m i ssi o n ,  t h e  F o r e st r y  P r o g r a m  c o n d u c t s a n  i n t e n si v e  f i r e  d e t e c t i o n  e f f o r t  f o r  t h e  
1 8 , 9 3 1 , 0 0 0  a c r e s u n d e r  p r o t e c t i o n .   T h e  O f f i c e  o p e r a t e s n i n e  d e t e c t i o n  a i r c r a f t  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  st a t e  a n d  o p e r a t e s n i n e  a i r c r a f t  a n d  m a i n t a i n s f o r t y  f i r e  
t o w e r s i n  t h e  so u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  st a t e .   A s a e r i a l  d e t e c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e n e ss 
i n c r e a se s,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  f i r e  t o w e r s w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e c l i n e .   F o r e st r y  
i n v e st i g a t e s a r so n ,  t i m b e r  t h e f t  a n d  o t h e r  f o r e st r y -r e l a t e d  c r i m e s.   T h e  F o r e st r y  
P r o g r a m  a l so  c o n d u c t s a  su r v e i l l a n c e  p r o g r a m  f o r  S o u t h e r n  P i n e  B e e t l e  
i n f e st a t i o n .   T h e  F o r e st r y  P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s t e c h n i c a l  a ssi st a n c e  f o r  p r i v a t e  
f o r e st l a n d  o w n e r s t o  e n c o u r a g e  u se  o f  so u n d  f o r e st r y  p r a c t i c e s.   T h e  f o r e st  t r e e  
se e d l i n g  n u r se r i e s a n d  se e d  o r c h a r d  p r o v i d e  p r i v a t e  f o r e st l a n d  o w n e r s a  r e l i a b l e  
so u r c e  o f  q u a l i t y  t r e e  se e d l i n g s.   T h e  P r o g r a m  a l so  p r o v i d e s U r b a n  F o r e st r y  
e x p e r t i se  t o  L o u i si a n a  c i t i e s a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s.   A n d  t h e  a g e n c y  u se s c o n se r v a t i o n  
e d u c a t i o n  t o  f u r t h e r  u n d e r st a n d i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  st a t e ’s f o r e st  r e so u r c e s.  

 
O B J E C T I V E  1  M a i n t a i n  a  1 3  a c r e  a v e r a g e  f i r e  s i z e  a n d  m i n i m i z e  s t r u c t u r e  &  

p r o p e r t y  l o s s   r e l a t i n g  t o  w i l d f i r e .  
 
S T R A T E G Y  1 . 1  U p d a t e  &  m a i n t a i n  t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s n e t w o r k  t h a t  i s v i t a l  t o  a n  

e f f i c i e n t  r e sp o n se  t o  w i l d f i r e s.   
S T R A T E G Y  1 . 2  B y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r sh a l ,  E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t  

a g e n c i e s,  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s,  e st a b l i sh  a  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  
i ssu i n g  b u r n  b a n s w h e t h e r  p a r t i a l  o r  st a t e w i d e  t h a t  w i l l  l i m i t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
h a z a r d  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

S T R A T E G Y  1 . 3  A n a l y z e  a n d  r e v i e w  t h e  l a t e st  e q u i p m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y  &  
d e t e c t i o n / su p p r e ssi o n  m e t h o d s t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m o st  e f f e c t i v e  u se  o f  t h e  
l i m i t e d  r e so u r c e s a n d  m a n p o w e r  o f  t h i s a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  S t a t e ’s w i l d f i r e  
c o m m u n i t y .  

S T R A T E G Y  1 . 4  R e a c t i v a t e  f i r e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o m p u t e r i z e d  f i r e  si m u l a t o r .  
 



Performance Indicators: 
 

• Number of wildfires 
• Av era g e fire siz e in  a c res 
• P rot ec t ed a rea  burn ed ( L a n d a rea  burn ed c omp a red t o t ot a l la n d a c rea g e p rot ec t ed 

by  t h e a g en c y )  
• R esiden c es p rot ec t ed ( t h ose p rot ec t ed from wildfires t h a t  were c on t rolled by  t h e 

a g en c y ’s a c t ion s)  
• S t ruc t ures p rot ec t ed ( Non -residen t ia l st ruc t ures p rot ec t ed from wildfires t h a t  were 

c on t rolled by  t h e a c t ion s of t h e a g en c y )  
C u stomers 

 
• All forest  la n down ers in  L ouisia n a  
• An y  c it iz en s wit h  p rop ert y  a dj a c en t  t o forest  la n d 
• B usin esses a n d c it iz en s wit h  ec on omic  t ies t o forest  resourc es 

 
L imiting  F actors 

 
• W ea t h er 
• F ire oc c urren c e ( ma n -ma de ig n it ion  sourc es lik e a rson  a n d debris burn in g )  
• C oop era t ion  from ot h ers in  t h e fire serv ic e 
• F orest  t y p es,  a c c essibilit y ,  t erra in ,  et c .  

 
            O B J E C T IV E  2  A ssist R u ral  F ire D ep artments and C oop erators b y  p rov iding  

eq u ip ment,  information,  &  training  th at is essential  to th eir ab il ity  to 
p rotect th e p u b l ic from th e th reat of fire b oth  stru ctu ral  and w il dl and.  

 
S T R A T E G Y  2 . 1 : E st a blish  fire p rot ec t ion  p roc edures,  bot h  disp a t c h  a n d sup p ression ,  

bet ween  L D AF  a n d loc a l en t it ies h a v in g  fire resp on sibilit ies suc h  a s 
9 1 1 disp a t c h ers &  R ura l F ire D ep a rt men t s.  

S T R A T E G Y  2 . 2  P rov ide direc t  sup p ort  in  org a n iz in g ,  t ra in in g ,  a n d eq uip p in g  elig ible R ura l 
F ire D ep a rt men t s wit h  c ost -sh a re a ssist a n c e t h roug h  t h e R ura l C ommun it y  
F ire P rot ec t ion  P rog ra m.  

S T R A T E G Y  2 . 3  Admin ist er t h e F edera l E x c ess P rop ert y  P rog ra m wh ic h  a llows t h is a g en c y  
t o look  for a n d a c q uire usea ble ex c ess p rop ert y  a t  milit a ry  ba ses a n d 
g ov ern men t  h oldin g  a rea s t h roug h out  t h e S out h .   T h is a c q uired p rop ert y  
c a n  be loa n ed t o F ire D ep a rt men t s a c ross t h e st a t e for use in  fire   
sup p ression  a c t iv it ies.  

S T R A T E G Y  2 . 4  D ev elop  a  t ra in in g  p rog ra m dea lin g  wit h  wildla n d fire sup p ression  
t ec h n iq ues t h a t  c a n  be offered t o R ura l F ire D ep a rt men t s.  

 
Performance Indicators: 

• D olla r v a lue of F E P P  p rop ert y  a c q uired 
• Number of V F D  a ssist ed t h roug h  R C F P  p rog ra m 

 



Customers 
• Rural volunteer fire departments 

 
L i mi ti n g  F a c tors 

 
• A vailab ility  of federal property  th roug h  F E P P ,  c ompetition from oth er users. 
• A vailab ility  of federal funding  th roug h  RC F P  prog ram 
• C oordination suc c ess w ith  oth er V F D  training  entities ( L S U  F iremen T raining )  

 
O B J E CT I V E  3 :  A ssure th e c on ti n ued  sa f ety  of  a g en c y  emp l oy ees a n d  th e c i ti z en s w e 

a ssi st.  
 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 1  P rovide all fire &  field personnel w ith  personal protec tive eq uipment 

( P P E )  suc h  as h ard h ats,  g loves,  safety  g lasses,  fire retardant c overalls,  etc . 
 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 2  D evelop g uidelines to assure c omplianc e w ith  all D epartmental polic y  

dealing  w ith  safety  issues. 
 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 3  S tress th e use and importanc e of P P E s and oth er safety  issues during  

meeting s w ith  personnel. 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 4  M onitor innovations in safety  eq uipment &  tec h niq ues to determine th e 

usefulness to th e ag enc y  and its employ ees and apply  th em as applic ab le. 
 
P erf orma n c e I n d i c a tors:  

• A g enc y  safety  rec ords 
 

Customers 
• A g enc y  employ ees 
• C ooperating  fire c ontrol personnel 

 
L i mi ti n g  F a c tors 

 
• B udg et 
• A vailab ility  of appropriate eq uipment for south ern fire fig h ting  applic ations 
• T ec h nolog y  
• Researc h  

 
O B J E CT I V E  4  I n c rea se p ri v a te,  n on i n d ustri a l  f orest l a n d  p rod uc ti v i ty  th roug h  th e 

p romoti on  of  soun d  f orest ma n a g emen t p ra c ti c es b y  p rov i d i n g  
tec h n i c a l  a ssi sta n c e. 

 
S T R A T E G Y  4 . 1  I nc rease ac res planted in trees on small forest landow ners ac res b y  1 0  

perc ent eac h  y ear.  
 

P rovide financ ial assistanc e to elig ib le landow ners for estab lish ing  and 
improving  a c rop of trees b y  utiliz ing  th e F orestry  P roduc tivity  P rog ram,  



Stewardship Incentives Program and the Forestry Incentives Program. 
 
STRATEGY 4.2 Increase woodl and assistance to private,  nonindu strial  l andowners b y 5  

percent each year. 
 

T hrou gh personal ,  individu al  contacts,  pl ace u nder improved f orest 
practices as many as possib l e of  the smal l  timb er tracts and f arm woodl ots 
in the state. 

 
STRATEGY 4.3  Increase impl ementation rate of  Forestry B est M anagement Practices 

( B M Ps)   
T rain l andowners,  managers and timb er harvesters in the u se of  f orestry 
B M Ps. 
C ondu ct su rveys on impl ementation and ef f ective monitoring of  f orestry 
B M Ps. 
U pdate the B M P manu al . 

 
P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s :  

• N u mb er of  acres of  tree pl anting,  smal l  owners 
• N u mb er of  acres of  prescrib ed b u rning,  smal l  owners 
• N u mb er of  management pl ans written 
• Impl ementation rate of  Forestry B est M anagement Practices 

 
C u s t o m e r s  

• Forest l andowners throu ghou t L ou isiana 
• Forestry indu stry incl u ding timb er harvesting b u sinesses 
• Su pport indu stries to f orest indu stry 
• A l l  citiz ens who u til iz e ou r f orest and f orest-rel ated resou rces 

 
L i m i t i n g  F a c t o r s  

• L andowners wil l ing to activel y manage f orestl and 
• Fu nding f or cost-share assistance 
• Seedl ing avail ab i l ity 
• T imb er prices 
• Technology 
• E nvironmental  constraints 
• Indu stry su pport 

 
 

 
O B J EC TI V E 5  N U RSERY P RO D U C TI O N :  P r o d u c e  a  c r o p  o f  q u a l i t y  s e e d l i n g s  t o  

m e e t  8 5%  o f  c u r r e n t  d e m a n d  b y  P r i v a t e  N o n i n d u s t r i a l  F o r e s t  
L a n d o w n e r s  P N I F . 

 
STRATEGY 5.1  Pl ant and grow a crop of  q u al ity seedl ings. 
 



Utilize the three state seedling nurseries as efficient farm s to  gro w  
3 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  seedlings fo r use b y  L o uisiana fo rest lando w ners.  

 
H arv est,  p ack age,  and ship  seedlings to  all co o p erato rs,  utilizing 
m anp o w er and eq uip m ent av ailab le in such a m anner as to  insure q uality  
o f the p ro duct.  

 
P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s :  

• P ercentage o f p ine seedling dem ands m et,  sm all o w ners 
• P ercentage o f hardw o o d seedling dem ands m et,  sm all o w ners 

 
C u s t o m e r s  

• P riv ate no n-industrial fo restland o w ners  
• C o ntract C o o p erato rs    
• U. S .  F ish &  W ildlife S erv ice   
• L a.  D ep t.  o f W ildlife &  F isheries   
• U. S .  F o rest S erv ice     

 
L i m i t i n g  F a c t o r s  

• N I F  D em and fo r the y ear 
• W eather 
• C o ntracto r D em and 
• S eed A v ailab ility  
• L ab o r A v ailab ility  
 

 
 
O B J E C T I V E  6  T h e  F o r e s t r y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

t h e  v a l u e  o f  t r e e s  a n d  f o r e s t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  u r b a n  f o r e s t s .   P r o j e c t  
L e a r n i n g  T r e e  ( P L T ) ,  a  p o p u l a r  p r o g r a m  a m o n g  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  i n  
L o u i s i a n a ,  i s  b e i n g  e n h a n c e d  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  L o u i s i a n a  F o r e s t r y  
c o m p o n e n t .  

 
S T R A T E G Y  6 . 1  A dm inister the Urb an &  C o m m unity  F o restry  grant p ro gram  w hich 

p ro v ides funds to  to w ns and co m m unities fo r urb an fo restry  i m p ro v em ents 
and p lanning.   P ro v ide new  grant do llars as av ailab le and m o nito r activ ity  
under ex isting grants.  

 
S T R A T E G Y  6 . 2  T he agency  w ill p ro v ide technical urb an fo restry  assistance to  

co m m unities,  p ub lic agencies,  no n-p ro fit Agreen@ o rganizatio ns,  scho o ls 
and the general p ub lic.   W e w ill co ntinue to  p ro v ide technical assistance to  
all entities w ho  req uest sam e.   W e w ill p ro v ide technical assistance o f 
so m e in o v er 1 0 0  co m m unities annually .  

 
S T R A T E G Y  6 . 3  Urb an fo restry  staff w ill p articip ate in num ero us educatio n and training 

ev ents co ncerning urb an fo restry ,  assisting all entities w ho  req uest it.    



 
STRATEGY 6.4 A g e n c y  w i l l  c o o r d i n a t e  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  U r b a n  F o r e s t r y  

C o u n c i l ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  o v e r  3 0 0  m e m b e r s  s t a t e w i d e .   
STRATEGY 6.5  A g e n c y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a d  t h e  P r o j e c t  L e a r n i n g  T r e e  p r o g r a m  i n  

L o u i s i a n a  a n d  t r a i n  e d u c a t o r s  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  s o  t h a t  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  o u r  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  a n  a c c u r a t e ,  
c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r  

 
STRATEGY 6.6 P r o m o t e  f i r e -s a f e  h o m e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  F i r e w i s e  C o m m u n i t i e s  U S A  p r o g r a m .  
 
P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s :  

• N u m b e r  o f  u r b a n  f o r e s t r y  a s s i s t s  
• N u m b e r  o f  m e d i a  a c t i v i t i e s  
• N u m b e r  o f  P L T  W o r k s h o p s  
• N u m b e r  o f  P L T  E d u c a t o r s  t r a i n e d  
• N u m b e r  o f  t a l k s  t o  a d u l t  a n d  y o u t h  g r o u p s  
• N u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  F i r e w i s e  C o m m u n i t i e s  U S A  p r o g r a m  

 
C u s t o m e r s  

• C o m m u n i t i e s  
• P u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  
• N o n -p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
• S c h o o l s  
• A d u l t  a n d  y o u t h  g r o u p s  
• G e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  

 
L i m i t i n g  F a c t o r s  

• L o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  c a p a c i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  s u s t a i n  u r b a n  f o r e s t r y  a n d  F i r e w i s e  
p r o g r a m s  

• S p o n s o r s ,  p a r t n e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  
• B u d g e t s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  e n t i t i e s  
• T e c h n o l o g y  
• N u m b e r  o f  t r a i n e d  f a c i l i t a t o r s  
• S u p p o r t  f r o m  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

 
 
O B J EC TI V E 7  P r o v i d e  e f f e c t i v e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  r e d u c e  l o s s  o f  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  

t o  l a n d o w n e r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e . 
 
STRATEGY 7 .1   
 D e v e l o p  c i v i l  r u l e s  a n d / o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  

c o l l e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t i m b e r  r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t i m b e r  t h e f t  c o m p l a i n t s .   Ke e p  a l l  c o m p l a i n a n t s  i n f o r m e d  
a n d  u p d a t e d  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t .  



 
                  C o n t i n u e  t o  e d u c a t e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ’s ,  J u d g e s  a n d  o t h e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t i m b e r  t h e f t  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  f i n e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  a  c r i m i n a l  
o f f e n s e  a n d  a  c i v i l  c o m p l a i n t .  

 
 W o r k  w i t h  b o r d e r  s t a t e s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  e n a c t  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  b e t t e r  

d o c u m e n t  t h e   m o v e m e n t  o f  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  b e t w e e n  o u r  s t a t e s .  
 
STRATEGY 7.2 I n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  l o s s e s  o f  t h e i r  t i m b e r  

r e s o u r c e s  b y  f i r e  a n d  t h e f t .  
 
STRATEGY 7.3  W e  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  a  4  h o u r  t i m b e r  s e c u r i t y  s e m i n a r  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  

l a n d o w n e r s  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e m  i n  t h e  c a r e ,  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o f  t h e i r  
f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e .    

                        
                                     E x p a n d  o u r  m e d i a  e f f o r t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s .     
 
                                     I n c r e a s e  p r e v e n t i o n  e f f o r t s  t a r g e t e d  a t  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s .  
 
P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s :  

• N u m b e r  o f  f o r e s t r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
 
C u s t o m e r s  

• A l l  f o r e s t  l a n d o w n e r s   
• C i t i z e n s  w i t h  r e a l  e s t a t e  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  a d j a c e n t  t o  f o r e s t  l a n d s  
• F o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  r e l a t e d  s u p p l i e r s  a n d  v e n d o r s  

 
L i m i t i n g  F a c t o r s  

• M a n p o w e r  
• D o c u m e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o n  t i m b e r  m o v e m e n t  
• S u p p o r t  f r o m  o t h e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  e n t i t i e s  
• P u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c t  
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O F F I C E  O F  M A N A G E M E N T  A N D  F I N A N C E  



 
 T h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y ,  a n d  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  
 T h e  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  C o n f i d e n t i a l  
A s s i s t a n t ,  P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  L e g a l  s t a f f ,  I n t e r n a l  A u d i t o r ,  a n d  S a f e t y  a n d  E m e r g e n c y  
P r e p a r e d n e s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c l e r i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e s .  
 T h e  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r  r e c e i v e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  t h e  
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  c h i e f  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r .   T h e  i n t e r n a l  
a u d i t o r  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a n  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  c h a r t e r  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a n  a n n u a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r i s k s .   T h e  
i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r  r e v i e w s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  a c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m  a n d  i t s  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  
p r o v i d e s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o n t r o l s  a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n s .    
 T h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  a r e a s :   F i s c a l  S e r v i c e s ,  A u d i t i n g ,  F l e e t  a n d  F a c i l i t y  M a i n t e n a n c e ,  M a r k e t  
B u l l e t i n ,  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s ,  P u r c h a s i n g ,  P r o p e r t y  a n d  C o n t r o l ,  L A  A g  F i n a n c e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  
M a n a g e m e n t  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m s .   A l l  f u n c t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  b u d g e t  c o n t r o l ,  
p r o c u r e m e n t ,  c o n t r a c t  m a n a g e m e n t ,  p r o g r a m  a n a l y s i s ,  m a n a g e m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  
a u d i t i n g ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  p a y r o l l ,  f l e e t  m a n a g e m e n t ,  b u i l d i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  p r i n t i n g  a n d  t y p e s e t t i n g ,  
a n d  F e d e r a l  g r a n t s  f o r  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a r e  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e .   S e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e  i n c l u d e  
S o i l  a n d  Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  F o r e s t r y ;  t w o  m a j o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s ,  t h e  F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  
P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  M o t o r  F u e l s  P r o g r a m ;  a n d  t h e  B o l l  w e e v i l  E r a d i c a t i o n  P r o g r a m .   T h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  t w o  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  P r o g r a m  b y  
E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  M o t o r  F u e l s  P r o g r a m  b y  a n  A c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o l l  We e v i l  E r a d i c a t i o n  P r o g r a m ,  h a v e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  b u d g e t a r y  a n d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .   S p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  o f  e a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  F i n a n c e  f o l l o w .    
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 

 S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t s  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  s t a t e w i d e  
d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s ,  b u d g e t  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  a c c o u n t i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t i n g ,  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  p u r c h a s i n g ,  p r i n t i n g  a n d  m a i l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  d o c u m e n t  i m a g i n g ,  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  
 T h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e  p r o v i d e s  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  s e v e n  o f f i c e s  
l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .   T h e s e  p e r s o n n e l  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
F i n a n c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  d a i l y  w o r k  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n c l u d e  r o u t i n e  c l e r i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  a n y  d i v i s i o n  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  
 O f f i c e  a c c o u n t a n t s  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  d i v i s i o n s ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  f i s c a l  o f f i c e r ,  
p r e p a r e  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 4  m i l l i o n  a n d  7 1 0  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .   R e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0  m i l l i o n  a n d  a l l  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  a r e  m o n i t o r e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  S t a t e  b u d g e t a r y  g u i d e l i n e s ,  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b u d g e t  s t a t u s  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  e a c h  s e c t i o n  h e a d  o n  a n  o n g o i n g  b a s i s .   
 A l l  p u r c h a s i n g  f u n c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b i d d i n g ,  i s s u i n g  a n d  a p p r o v i n g  r e l e a s e  o r d e r s  f o r  
s t a t e  c o n t r a c t  i t e m s ,  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  a c c o u n t s  p a y a b l e  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  h a n d l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p u r c h a s i n g  s e c t i o n .   A d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Wo m e n  a n d  M i n o r i t y  S e t  A s i d e  P r o g r a m  
a n d  l e a s i n g  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  



 T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o p e r a t e s  a  s m a l l  p r i n t  s h o p ;  t h i s  s e c t i o n  r e c e i v e s  a l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  p r i n t e d  
m a t e r i a l  a n d  e i t h e r  p r o v i d e s  p r i n t i n g  s e r v i c e s  o r  f o r w a r d s  r e q u e s t s  t o  o u t s i d e  p r i n t  s h o p s .   A l l  
m a i l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r - a n d  i n t r a -d e p a r t m e n t  m e s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e s ,  a r e  h a n d l e d  b y  t h i s  
s e c t i o n .   T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  i n i t i a t e d  a  d o c u m e n t  i m a g i n g  p r o g r a m ,  w h e r e b y  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s  g o a l  i s  f o r  t h i s  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  b e c o m e  a  p a p e r l e s s  a g e n c y .  
 
AUDITING 
 T h e  A u d i t  d i v i s i o n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c r e a t e d  i n  1 9 83  a r o u n d  a  s i n g l e  p r o g r a m  ( t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t y  D e a l e r  a n d  W a r e h o u s e  L a w )  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  s e v e r a l  b a n k r u p t c i e s  i n  
t h e  t h e n  u n r e g u l a t e d  g r a i n  i n d u s t r y .   S i n c e  1 9 83 ,  t h e  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  A u d i t  
d i v i s i o n  h a v e  g r o w n  t o  i n c l u d e  e i g h t  m a j o r  p r o g r a m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d i n g  
a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  a u d i t i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  i t s  v a r i o u s  s u b d i v i s i o n s .   T h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  i t s  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  i m p a c t   u p o n  t h e  $ 9 . 5  b i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  
f a r m  e c o n o m y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  ( 2 0 0 8 f i g u r e s ,  L S U A g C e n t e r ) .  
 I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y ,  t h e  
a u d i t  s t a f f  h a s  b e e n  c r o s s -u t i l i z e d  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  
m i n i m i z e  t h e  c o s t  o f  a u d i t  s e r v i c e s .   T h e  y e a r l y  a u d i t  s c h e d u l i n g  c y c l e  i s  b a s e d  o n  p r o g r a m  
o b j e c t i v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n y  c o n s t a n t ,  s t a t i c  s t a f f  a s s i g n m e n t s .   T h e  A u d i t  d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t e s  m u c h  
a s  a n  i n -h o u s e  a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  a u d i t i n g  f i r m ,  p r o v i d i n g  a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  a u d i t i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
v a r i o u s  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  h o u s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  v a r i o u s  
s u b d i v i s i o n s .   S e r v i c e s  a r e  c h a r g e d  o u t  t o  t h e  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d / o r  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  j o b  p e r f o r m e d .  
 D u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t y -f i v e  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  A u d i t  d i v i s i o n  h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  b r i n g i n g  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y  t o  L o u i s i a n a  f a r m e r s  w h o  d e a l  w i t h  l i c e n s e d  
g r a i n  d e a l e r s  a n d  w a r e h o u s e m e n .   T h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  c l o s e  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
h e a l t h  o f  t h e s e  l i c e n s e e s  b y  t h e  A u d i t  d i v i s i o n .   T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m o d i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  
i n c r e a s e d  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  g r a i n  i n d u s t r y  b y  m o n i t o r i n g  “ w e a k ”  l i c e n s e e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l i c e n s e  y e a r  
a n d  c r e a t i n g  a  s e l f -i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .   I n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  b r i n g  s o m e  s t a b i l i t y  t o  a  t r o u b l e d  
i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d u t y  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  c o t t o n  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  
a g e n t s  l i c e n s e d  t o  b u y  c o t t o n  f r o m  L o u i s i a n a  p r o d u c e r s .  
 T h e  A u d i t  d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t e s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  a  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  s e r v e  
a s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .   B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
e x p e r t i s e  i n  f a r m  a n d  f a r m -r e l a t e d  e n t e r p r i s e  a u d i t i n g  a n d  a c c o u n t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
s t a t u t o r y  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  A u d i t  d i v i s i o n  b e s t  s e r v e s  t h e  
p u b l i c  b y  r e m a i n i n g  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y .   I t s  e x i s t e n c e  
s h o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  d u e  t o  t h e  v a l u a b l e  a u d i t  a n d  a c c o u n t i n g  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d .   T h e  d i v i s i o n  i s  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i s s i o n  a n d  i s  a l s o  u n d e r t a k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  n o t  
o r i g i n a l l y  f o r e s e e n ,  ( i . e . ,  L o u i s i a n a  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  L a w ,  L o u i s i a n a  L i v e s t o c k  S a n i t a r y  L a w ,  
L o u i s i a n a  F e r t i l i z e r  L a w ,  L o u i s i a n a  F e e d  a n d  S e e d  l a w s ,  L o u i s i a n a  R e f o r e s t a t i o n  C o o p e r a t i v e  
E n d e a v o r  P r o g r a m ,  L o u i s i a n a  B o l l  W e e v i l  E r a d i c a t i o n  L a w ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D a i r y  S t a b i l i z a t i o n  
B o a r d ,  s w e e t  p o t a t o  a s s e s s m e n t  a u d i t s ,  C r a w f i s h  P r o m o t i o n  B o a r d  a u d i t s ,  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  a u d i t s  
f o r  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p r o m o t i o n a l  b o a r d s ) .   T h r o u g h  c r o s s -t r a i n i n g  a n d  c r o s s -u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u d i t  
s t a f f ,  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h a v e  b e e n  m i n i m i z e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  h a s  b e e n  m a x i m i z e d .  
 
F L E E T AND F AC IL ITY  M AINTE NANC E  
 T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b o t h  f l e e t  a n d  b u i l d i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e .   F l e e t  m a i n t e n a n c e  



consists of  m a inte na nce  a nd  r e p a ir  of  a p p r ox im a te l y  8 0 0  v e h icl e s,  2 6 3  tr a il e r s,  1 6 7  tr a ctor s a nd  
oth e r  r oa d -u se  a nd  of f -r oa d  v e h icl e s.   T h r e e  v e h icl e  m a inte na nce  f a ci l itie s,  u nd e r  th e  su p e r v ision 
of  th e  f l e e t d ir e ctor ,  a r e  l oca te d  in th e  nor th e r n,  ce ntr a l ,  a nd  sou th e r n a r e a s of  th e  sta te ,  a nd  
e m p l oy  a p p r ox i m a te l y  1 5  m e ch a nics a nd  se r v ice  p e r sonne l .   A  sta f f  of  2 5  e m p l oy e e s,  a t tim e s 
a id e d  b y  oth e r  e m p l oy e e s th r ou g h  cr oss-u til iz a tion,  is e m p l oy e d  to m a inta in se v e r a l  L A F A  a nd  
L D A F  f a ci l itie s l oca te d  th r ou g h ou t th e  sta te .    L A F A  f a ci l itie s consist of  1 0 6  p r op e r tie s a nd  2 5 3  
b u i l d ing s a t 1 2  site s w ith  a p p r ox im a te l y  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  sq u a r e  f e e t of  of f ice ,  l a b or a tor y  a nd  
sh op / m a inte na nce  sp a ce .  
 
PROPERTY CONTROL 
 T h e  P r op e r ty  C ontr ol  d iv ision is r e sp onsib l e  f or  p r op e r ty  contr ol ,  f l e e t m a na g e m e nt,  
ce ntr a l  su p p l y ,  ce ntr a l  r e ce iv ing ,  p r inting ,  m a il ing ,  m e sse ng e r  se r v ice s,  a r ch iv ing  a nd  
w a r e h ou sing .  
 P r op e r ty  contr ol  consists of  a l l  f a ce ts of  a sse t m a na g e m e nt -- ta g g ing ,  tr a ck ing ,  a nd  th e  
a nnu a l  m ov a b l e  p r op e r ty  inv e ntor y  of  ov e r  1 4 , 0 0 0  ite m s v a l u e d  a t m or e  th a n $ 5 0  m i l l ion.   F l e e t 
m a na g e m e nt incl u d e s ob ta ining  a l l  titl e s,  l ice nse s,  r e g istr a tions a nd  p l a te s f or  D e p a r tm e nt u nits,  
a s w e l l  a s m onth l y  tr a ck ing  of  u sa g e  a nd  op e r a ting  e x p e nd itu r e s.   I n a d d ition,  th e  f l e e t m a na g e r  
a l so coor d ina te s th e  V oy a g e r  f u e l  p r og r a m  a nd  m onitor s th e  D e p a r tm e nt’ s G P S  p r og r a m .  
 C e ntr a l  su p p l y  issu e s of f ice ,  j a nitor ia l ,  a nd  sa f e ty  su p p l i e s to a l l  D e p a r tm e nt of f ice s a nd  
d istr ict l oca tions,  a s w e l l  a s v e te r ina r y  su p p l i e s to v e te r ina r ia ns a nd  a ni m a l  h e a l th  te ch nicia ns 
sta te w id e .   C e ntr a l  R e ce iv ing  is r e sp onsib l e  f or  d ocu m e nting  a nd  issu ing  a l l  l oca l  incom ing  
p u r ch a se s a nd  r e ce ip ts.  
 P r inting  a nd  m a i l ing  se r v ice s h a nd l e  a l l  inte r of f ice  m a i l ,  a l l  incom ing  a nd  ou tg oing  m a i l  
a nd  d e p a r tm e nt p r inting  ne e d s.  
 A d m inistr a tiv e  S e r v ice s coor d ina te s a l l  inte r na l  a r ch iv ing ,  w a r e h ou sing  a nd  stor a g e  in 
f ou r  se p a r a te  f a ci l itie s.  
 
H U M A N RES OU RCES  
 T h e  H u m a n R e sou r ce s d iv ision se r v e s a s th e  a g e ncy ’ s ce ntr a l iz e d  of f ice  f or  p e r sonne l  
se r v ice s,  p a y r ol l ,  a nd  e m p l oy e e  b e ne f its.   T h e  d iv ision p r ov id e s se r v ice s f or  7 1 0  f u l l -tim e  
a u th or iz e d  p ositions a nd  6 0 0  se a sona l  e m p l oy e e s,  p l u s v a r iou s b oa r d s a nd  com m issions w ith in 
th e  D e p a r tm e nt.   A p p r ox i m a te l y  6 0  p e r ce nt of  th e  D e p a r tm e nt’ s e m p l oy e e s a r e  l oca te d  
th r ou g h ou t th e  sta te ,  r a th e r  th a n in B a ton R ou g e .   T h e  d iv ision a l so se r v e s a s cu stod ia n of  a l l  
a ctiv e  a nd  ina ctiv e  e m p l oy e e  r e cor d s a nd  d ocu m e nts,  a nd  is th e  ce ntr a l  p r oce ssing  of f ice  f or  a l l  
p e r sonne l  d ocu m e nts a nd  f or m s w h ich  m u st b e  f i l e d  w ith  oth e r  a g e ncie s.  
 T h is d iv ision is r e sp onsib l e  f or  coor d ina ting  a l l  b e ne f its p r og r a m s,  w h ich  incl u d e  
r e tir e m e nt,  w or k e r ’ s com p e nsa tion,  insu r a nce ,  a nd  tr a ining  p r og r a m s.   F u r th e r ,  th is d iv ision 
m a k e s tr a ining  sch e d u l e s a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  e m p l oy e e s,  coor d ina te s r e g istr a tion,  a nd  a l so d e v e l op s 
a nd / or  se cu r e s sp e cia l  tr a ining  cou r se s w h e n ne e d e d  to m e e t sp e ci f ic ne e d s of  th e  a g e ncy .   T h e  
d iv ision m a inta ins a l l  p e r tine nt w or k e r s’  com p e nsa tion r e cor d s of  inj u r ie s a nd  p a y m e nts,  a nd  
se r v e s a s l ia ison b e tw e e n th e  e m p l oy e e ,  th e  m e d ica l  p r ov id e r s,  a nd  th e  sta te  w or k e r ’ s 
com p e nsa tion insu r a nce  ca r r ie r .  
  



The Human Resources division provides advice and assistance in disciplinary matters and 
employee g rievance proceeding s.   F unctions include investig ating  employee g rievances or 
disciplinary prob lems throug h hearing s or other means,  advising  ag ency manag ers of  the 
appropriate course of  action to tak e to avoid or resolve a g rievance or disciplinary prob lem,  and 
ensuring  that all actions tak en are in accordance w ith C ivil S ervice rules and req uirements.  
 The Human Resources division review s and monitors ag ency j ob s,  mak es 
recommendations f or new  or revised j ob s needed w ithin the ag ency,  mak es recommendations f or 
new  or revised q ualif ication req uirements f or ag ency j ob s,  review s pay evaluations of  ag ency 
j ob s,  and mak es recommendations on pay chang es that may b e j ustif ied.  
 E mployees of  this division serve as D epartment representatives b ef ore the C ivil S ervice 
C ommission,  in unemployment hearing s,  and in other similar proceeding s.  
 The Human Resources division is responsib le f or the ag ency’ s E q ual E mployment 
O pportunity ef f orts,  and f or preparing  and monitoring  the ag ency’ s annual A f f irmative A ction 
P lan.  
 I n accordance w ith ag ency needs and the instructions of  the C ommissioner of  A g riculture 
and F orestry,  the Human Resources division develops ag ency personnel policies covering  
disciplinary matters,  use of  leave,  and other matters,  and disseminates this inf ormation throug h 
an E mployee Handb ook  and a S upervisor’ s Handb ook ,  b oth of  w hich w ere developed and are 
maintained b y division personnel.  
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
 The I nf ormation Technolog y S ervices division of f ers tw o main sections of  support:    
computer application prog ramming  and technical.   The division supports over 8 0 0  users of  
eq uipment and systems.   P ersonnel in this division ensure that the data f or 7 5  uniq ue systems are 
continuously availab le to users.   S ome systems are made availab le to the pub lic.  
 The application prog ramming  section employs application analysts that are responsib le 
f or f low charting ,  coding ,  compiling ,  testing ,  deb ug g ing ,  modif ying  and documenting  new  and 
ex isting  application prog rams w ithin accepted standards,  procedures and g uidelines f or b oth 
reg ulatory prog rams and internal manag ement datab ases.   A dditionally,  the analysts in this area 
are responsib le f or assistance in the evaluation of  user req uests f or chang es to determine specif ic 
task s and ef f ects on ex isting  prog rams and systems,  discuss and ex plain prog ram and system 
modif ications to users,  and w rite user g uides and production documentation.   
 The technical support section is sub divided into f our areas:   server and netw ork ,  
document imag ing ,  telecommunications,  and user helpdesk .   The technical support division 
provides service to 3 0  district of f ices statew ide.   S erver and netw ork  specialists desig n and 
implement current technolog y throug hout the client/ server architecture deployed on the 
department’ s L ocal and W ide A rea N etw ork s.   The D epartment uses document imag ing  f or 
record retention and w ork f low .   There are applications in place that retain imag es of  personnel 
records,  cattle and horse sale check -ins,  b rands,  and eq uine reg istrations,  as w ell as  a complete 
w ork f low  process f or enf orcement of  ag ro-environmental inspections,  mail,  and  revenue 
receipts.   I nf ormation Technolog y S ervices maintains all telephone systems and cab ling .  
Telecommunication specialists are responsib le f or deploying ,  maintaining ,  and supporting  
internal,  V oice over I nternet P rotocol ( V oI P )  and site to site telephone communications 
eq uipment.   P ersonnel in the telecommunications area are also charg ed w ith adding  to the f ib er 
optic and copper inf rastructure that allow s the D epartment’ s of f ices to communicate cost 
ef f iciently.  



 T h e  H e l p d e s k  p r o v i d e s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  u s e r s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
s y s t e m s .   T h i s  i n c l u d e s  i n -h o u s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o m p u t e r  s o f t w a r e  a n d  h a r d w a r e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  r u n  t h e m .   
 
MARKET BULLETIN/MARKET NEWS 
 T h e  L o u i s i a n a  M a r k e t  B u l l e t i n  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t  o f  J u n e  6 ,  1 9 0 0  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  m a r k e t  i n f o r m a t i o n .   T h e  f i r s t  
b u l l e t i n  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 0 6  a n d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  i t  e n a b l e s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  t o  
b u y  a n d  s e l l  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  f a r m ,  h o m e  a n d  g a r d e n -r e l a t e d  i t e m s .  
 T h e  L o u i s i a n a  M a r k e t  B u l l e t i n  a s s i s t s  i n  m a r k e t i n g  L o u i s i a n a  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  n o t  
n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  c o m m e r c i a l  c h a n n e l s  a n d  a l s o  d i s s e m i n a t e s  n e w s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y .   C i r c u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e s  b e t w e e n  1 3 , 0 0 0  t o  1 3 , 5 0 0  b i -w e e k l y  a n d  i s  b y  
s u b s c r i p t i o n  o n l y  a t  a  r a t e  o f  t e n  d o l l a r s  ( $ 1 0 . 0 0 )  a n n u a l l y .   T h e  L o u i s i a n a  M a r k e t  B u l l e t i n  i s  
a l s o  p o s t e d  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  w e b  s i t e  a t  w w w . l d a f . s t a t e . l a . u s  o n e  w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  p o s t e d  
p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e .    
 A d v e r t i s i n g  i n  t h e  b u l l e t i n  i s  f r e e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  p l a c e  a s  t o  w h a t  
q u a l i f i e s  t o  b e  a d v e r t i s e d  a n d  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  a d .   A d s  a r e  n o t  a c c e p t e d  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  
b u s i n e s s e s .   N e a r l y  1 2 , 0 0 0  a d s  a r e  p l a c e d  e a c h  y e a r  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n .   T h e  L o u i s i a n a  M a r k e t  
B u l l e t i n  w a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  s i x t e e n  ( 1 6 )  p a g e s  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 0 8 .  
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

MISSION 
The Office of Management and Finance’s mission is to specify, pr ocu r e and al l ocate r esou r ces 
necessar y to su ppor t the mission of the L ou isiana D epar tment of A gr icu l tu r e &  For estr y.   
Management and Finance is compr ised of the E x ecu tiv e Office and the fol l ow ing fu nctional  
ar eas:  su ppor t ser v ices, au diting, fiscal  ser v ices, fl eet and facil ity management, hu man r esou r ces, 
l egal , management infor mation systems, pr ocu r ement, pr oper ty contr ol , mar k et b u l l etin, 
L ou isiana A g Finance A u thor ity, pr int shop and mail  r oom oper ations.    
 
GOAL:   
To ensu r e that al l  pr ogr ams in A gr icu l tu r e and For estr y ar e pr ov ided depar tment-w ide 
coor dination, per sonnel  and b asic r esou r ces w hich ar e essential  to the accompl ishments of the 
D epar tment’s mission, in a timel y, effectiv e and accu r ate manner  and in compl iance w ith 
appl icab l e l aw s, r u l es and r egu l ations.  
 
Ob j e c t i v e  1  
E nhance the ab i l ity of each office w ithin the depar tment to meet its goal s thr ou gh infor mation 
systems management and u se of technol ogy.  
 
P r eser v e and pr otect state r esou r ces al l ocated to the depar tment b y maintaining effectiv e 
pr oper ty contr ol , au diting, and fiscal  management pr actices.  
 
C ontinu al l y ev al u ate pol icy, pr ocedu r e and pr ogr ams to ensu r e maintenance and dev el opment of 
b est possib l e management pr actices.  
 
C ontinu e to pr ov ide a safe and heal thfu l  env ir onment for  empl oyees thr ou gh r egu l ar  inspections, 
maintenance and u p-gr ading of facil ities and eq u ipment.  
 
R espond in a timel y and satisfactor y manner  to al l  r eq u ests fr om the C ommissioner  and the 
v ar iou s b oar ds and commissions for  non-r ou tine ser v ices.  
 
S tr ategy 1 . 1  Monitor  b u dget and adv ise v ar iou s offices of b u dget statu s.  
S tr ategy 1 . 2  Mak e tr aining continu al l y av ail ab l e to al l  u ser s to fu r ther  edu cate them in the  
  C ompu ter  systems that they ar e w or k ing on and hav e av ail ab l e to them.  
S tr ategy 1 . 3  C ontinu e an effectiv e centr al  r eceiv ing u nit, fol l ow ing pol icies, pr ocedu r es and 
  r egu l ations.   I mpl ementation of a compu ter  pr ogr am to tr ack  del iv er ies/ r eceipts.  
S tr ategy 1 . 4  A deq u atel y r espond to al l  r eq u ests for  non-r ou tine au dit and accou nting ser v ices.  
S tr ategy 1 . 5  C r eated an inter nal  au ditor  position to ov er see the offices w ithin the depar tment.  
 
Ac c o u n t a b i l i t y  ( Pe r f o r m a n c e  In d i c a t o r s )  
* N u mb er  of ob j ectiv es not accompl ished du e to insu fficient su ppor t ser v ices 
* N u mb er  of r epeat au dit findings 
* P er cent of technical  su ppor t pr ov ided to meet inter nal  cu stomer  r eq u ir ements 
* P er cent of hel pdesk  cal l s r esol v ed 



 
 C u s t o m e r s      L i m i t i n g  F a c t o r s  
 - V e n d o r s      - F u n d i n g  
 - C i t i z e n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
 
 
O b j e c t i v e  2  
T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a c c u r a t e  a n d  t i m e l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  
b y  e n s u r i n g  1 0  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a r k e t  r e p o r t e r s  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  w i t h  U S D A .   T o  
p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  L o u i s i a n a  M a r k e t  
B u l l e t i n  s u b s c r i b e r s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r n e t  a c c e s s  a n d  i n  p r i n t  o n  a  b i -w e e k l y  b a s i s  a t  a  c o s t  n o t  t o  
e x c e e d  . 5 9  p e r  i s s u e .  
 
S t r a t e g y  2 . 1  T o  c o m p i l e  m a r k e t  r e p o r t s  o n  l i v e s t o c k ,  f r u i t s  a n d  v e g e t a b l e ,  g r a i n ,  r i c e ,  p o u l t r y  

a n d  e g g s ,  p e c a n s  t h a t  w i l l  a i d  p r o d u c e r s ,  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  t h e  s a l e  
a n d  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  c o m m o d i t i e s .  

S t r a t e g y  2 . 2  D i s s e m i n a t e  m a r k e t  r e p o r t s  v i a  m a i l e d  r e p o r t s ,  l e a s e d  w i r e  s e r v i c e s  ( A s s o c i a t e d  
P r e s s ) ,  U S D A  l e a s e d  w i r e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r n e t .  

S t r a t e g y  2 . 3  M a i n t a i n  t r a i n i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  U S D A  o f  l i v e s t o c k  b r a n d  i n s p e c t o r s ,  h e a l t h  
t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  m e a t  i n s p e c t o r s  t o  s e r v e  a s  l i v e s t o c k  m a r k e t  r e p o r t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
r e p r e s e n t  o v e r  7 5 %  o f  c a t t l e  s o l d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  l i v e s t o c k  a u c t i o n  m a r k e t s .  

S t r a t e g y  2 . 4  P r o v i d e  m a r k e t i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  c a t t l e  p r o d u c e r s  i n  d i r e c t  m a r k e t i n g  o f  c a t t l e  t o  
f e e d l o t s  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s .  

S t r a t e g y  2 . 5  P r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  M a r k e t  
B u l l e t i n  s u b s c r i b e r s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r n e t  a c c e s s  a n d  i n  p r i n t  o n  a  b i -w e e k l y  b a s i s .  

 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  ( P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s )  
 
* C o s t  p e r  c o p y  o f  M a r k e t  B u l l e t i n  d i s t r i b u t e d  
* N u m b e r  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  
* N u m b e r  o f  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  M a r k e t  B u l l e t i n  d i s t r i b u t e d  p e r  y e a r  
 
 C u s t o m e r s      L i m i t i n g  F a c t o r s  
 - F a r m e r s      - F u n d i n g  
 - A g r i b u s i n e s s e s     - P e r s o n n e l  
 - D a t a  U s e r s  
 - G o v e r n m e n t a l  E n t i t i e s  
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OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 
 

 INTRODU CTION 
 
L o u i s i a n a ’ s  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e )  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 3 8 ,  m a k i n g  i t  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e r  a g e n c i e s  
i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a u t h o r i z e d  i n  L A  R . S .  T i t l e  3 ,  C h a p t e r  9 ,  P a r t s  I  &  I I  .    T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  w i d e s p r e a d  s o i l  e r o s i o n ,  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  f l o o d i n g  c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  
i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  r a n g e  l a n d s  b e i n g  a m o n g  t h e  b a s i c  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  a n d  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  p e o p l e .   I n  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t .   I n  1 9 8 7  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n  i t ’ s  e f f o r t s  t o  
s t r e a m l i n e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  m o v e d  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n t o  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
a n d  F o r e s t r y ’ s  O f f i c e  o f  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  ( O S W C ) .    T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t  c h a r g e s  t h e  
O S W C  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  c o n s e r v i n g  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .   
T h e  O S W C  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t i e s  i n  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  o n  t h e  l a n d .   M a n y  o f  t h e  O S W C ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i m p l e m e n t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
S t a t e ’ s  4 4  l o c a l  S o i l  &  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s  ( c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ) ,  a n d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  U S D A  - N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( N R C S )  a n d  U S D A  - F a r m  S e r v i c e  
A g e n c y  ( F S A ) .   T h e  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  p r o g r a m  i s  t h e  o n l y  p r o g r a m ,  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l ,  t h a t  
p r o v i d e s  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  l a n d o w n e r s  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  s o i l  a n d  
w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .   T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s o r y  b o a r d s .  T h e  O S W C  s t a f f  a s s i s t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
i n  o v e r s e e i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r v i s o r  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  
a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ,  p r o v i d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t ,  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  w a t e r s h e d  p r o t e c t i o n  
a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  
o t h e r  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .   T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  O S W C ,  i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a n n u a l  f i n a n c i a l  
a u d i t s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  4 4  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s .      
 
T h e  O S W C  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  s o i l ,  w a t e r  a n d  
r e l a t e d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  o u r  s t a t e .   T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m  o v e r  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  t h r o u g h  f o r m a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  O S W C ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  U S D A ,  t h e  N R C S ,  F S A ,  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  
a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  m a n a g e r s .   T h e  L o u i s i a n a  S o i l  &  W a t e r  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o u r  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  
r e s o u r c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  f r a g i l e  c o a s t a l  w e t l a n d  a r e a s .   L o u i s i a n a  h a s  a  
t o t a l  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  s u r f a c e  a r e a  o f  a b o u t  3 0 . 5  m i l l i o n  a c r e s .   T h i s  a r e a  c o m p r i s e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
s i x  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  c r o p l a n d ,  n e a r l y  1 4  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  f o r e s t l a n d ,  2 . 5  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  
p a s t u r e l a n d  w i t h  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  a c r e a g e  b e i n g  c o m p r i s e d  o f  w e t l a n d s ,  w a t e r ,  u r b a n  a n d  o t h e r  
u s e s .   T h e  O S W C ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  i t s  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  
p a r t n e r s ,  h e l p s  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  p l a n  a n d  i n s t a l l  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  
s y s t e m s  u s i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  h e l p  c o n s e r v e  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r o t e c t  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  



 
T h e r e  a r e  4 4  U S D A  N R C S  f i e l d  o f f i c e s  l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  L o u i s i a n a .   A l l  b u t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  4 4  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  h o u s e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  U S D A  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s .   T h e  N R C S  p r o v i d e s  
o f f i c e  s p a c e ,  a n d  m o s t  o f f i c e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s u p p l i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  
p r o g r a m .   T h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  N R C S  s t a f f s  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c l i e n t s  i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  t h e  
N R C S  p r o v i d e s  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  p e r s o n n e l .   E a c h  d i s t r i c t  i s  
m a n a g e d  b y  i t s  f i v e  m e m b e r  b o a r d  o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  w h o  v o l u n t e e r  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  t o  
o v e r s e e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  
t h e  N R C S .   C o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  t h e  O S W C  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e v i e w ,  a n d  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  r e n e w  t h e  
M e m o r a n d a  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  U S D A  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t n e r s .   A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  s o i l  
a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  p r o g r a m s ,  m i l l i o n s  o f  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  e a c h  y e a r  a r e  p r o v i d e d  t o  
a s s i s t  l a n d  u s e r s  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  r e s o u r c e  b a s e .   T h e  N R C S  p r e s e n c e  i n  a n y  d i s t r i c t  i s  
p r e d i c a t e d  o n  a n  a c t i v e  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  p r o g r a m .   W i t h o u t  a n  a c t i v e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  N R C S  a n d  o t h e r  U S D A  a g e n c i e s  p r o g r a m s ,  f u n d s  a n d  s t a f f  
s u p p o r t  a r e  i n  j e o p a r d y .  
 
T h e  S t a t e  S o i l  &  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  e i g h t  m e m b e r s :  f i v e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b y  t h e i r  f e l l o w  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  
t h e  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  L S U  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  a n d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y ,  w h o  a r e  m e m b e r s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
s e c u r e  o p e r a t i n g  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  g u i d a n c e  o n  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  a n d  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .   T h e  O S W C  o v e r s e e s  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  f u n d s ,  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s ,  p a r t n e r s  
w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  O S W C  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
C o m m i s s i o n .  
 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ’  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g  i s  f r o m  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .   T h e s e  
f u n d s  a r e  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  L D A F -O S W C  a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s .   I n d i v i d u a l  d i s t r i c t  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a  
w o r k l o a d  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r m u l a  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .   I t  h a s  b e e n  d e c a d e s  s i n c e  t h e  
d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g ;  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  p r e v e n t  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  f r o m  
m a x i m i z i n g  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .   D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  a d m i r a b l e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
a r e  a c h i e v e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  f i n a n c i a l l y  u n a b l e  t o  f u l l y  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  l o c a l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  n e e d .   F u n d i n g  s h o r t f a l l s  t r a n s l a t e  t o  i n a d e q u a t e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  l a n d o w n e r s .   
T h i s  l a c k  o f  s t a t e  l e v e l  f u n d i n g  a l s o  r e d u c e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l e v e r a g i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f e d e r a l  
e c o n o m i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  m a n y  r u r a l  L o u i s i a n a  c o m m u n i t i e s .    
 
B a s e d  o n  G r o s s  F a r m  I n c o m e  w i t h  v a l u e  a d d e d ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s p e n t  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  
d o l l a r  f o r  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y  $ 4 , 1 3 0 . 0 0  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r e  
i n d u s t r y  ( 2 0 0 8  A g  S u m m a r y ) ,  a n d  a m o u n t s  t o  o n e  d o l l a r  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  e v e r y  5 0  d o l l a r s  
c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  N R C S .   T h e  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  l e v e l  o f  2.3 million dollars ( F Y  2 0 0 9 )  i s  f a r  
b e l o w  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n d u c t  a n  o p t i m u m  s t a t e  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
p r o g r a m  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  m e a s u r e s  c a n  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  t o  f u l l y  
a d d r e s s  t h e  s t a t e s  m o s t  s e r i o u s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  r e l a t e d  c o n c e r n s .   I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  a b l e  



to provide the resources necessary to achieve healthy soils and clean water for the protection of 
the health,  safety and g eneral welfare of L ouisiana’ s citiz ens,  and to leverag e adeq uate financial 
resources from  the N R C S  and other federal sources.   T o enab le this req uirem ent,  districts m ust 
b e financially ab le to em ploy and m aintain a technical staff with conservation planning  and 
application sk ills.   T here are,  on the averag e,  1 0 0  to 1 1 0  full and part-tim e conservation district 
em ployees throug hout the state,  and over eig hty-five percent of state funds allocated to the 
districts are used for em ployee salaries.    
 
E ven with serious b udg et shortfalls,  L ouisiana has one of the m ost effective conservation 
prog ram s in the nation.   T he k ey to the success of the state’ s soil and water conservation prog ram  
is the authority g iven to local districts to enter into cooperative conservation ag reem ents with 
individual landowners,  and to cooperate with N R C S  in im plem enting  U S D A  F arm  B ill 
conservation prog ram s.    
 
T he cooperative ag reem ents are voluntary,  non-b inding  ag reem ents used to g uide and encourag e 
landowners to plan and install conservation practices and environm ental protection m easures.   
T herefore,  a m aj or responsib ility of the conservation district personnel is to provide technical 
assistance to landowners to g et conservation practices on the land.   T here are m ore than 5 0 , 0 0 0  
L ouisiana landowners that have cooperative ag reem ents with their local conservation districts,  
accounting  for over 1 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres of land.   O f this am ount,  nearly 1 4 . 5  m illion acres are 
currently under active conservation planning  m anag em ent.    
 
T o this end,  a principle function of the district b oard of supervisors is to identify local resource 
m anag em ent needs and concerns,  and identify solutions and resources necessary to address them  
in an efficient m anner.   O ne of the m ost ready solutions is landowner participation in any one of 
the U S D A  F arm  B ill conservation prog ram s,  throug h which landowners receive cost-share or 
incentive paym ents to install conservation practices.   T o encourag e optim um  participation,  
districts annually conduct “ locally-led”  conservation m eeting s where local conservation needs 
are identified and prioritiz ed,  and then throug h district led “ local work  g roup”  m eeting s,  F arm  
B ill conservation prog ram s are tailored to local conservation priorities.  T hroug h this process,  
districts are ab le to access federal cost-share funding  for landowners,  b ut often do not receive 
enoug h financial support them selves to adm inister all the federal conservation funds successfully 
harnessed to address their local priorities.   T he O S W C  and the C om m ission aid and encourag e 
the districts in their ceaseless efforts to secure financial and technical resources to address their 
identified conservation priorities.   T he streng th of the state’ s soil and water conservation 
prog ram  lies in the ab ility of our federal,  state and local resource m anag em ent ag encies to work  
in unison to address the state’ s resource m anag em ent priorities.    
 
D espite the static and often dim inishing  S tate funding  to districts,  their work load continues to 
com pound as an increasing  num b er of landowners apply for federal conservation prog ram s.   
D istricts are responsib le for providing  technical assistance to our farm ers and ranchers who m ust 
m eet the req uirem ents of the conservation provisions of U S D A  F arm  B ills dating  b ack  to 1 9 8 5 .   
A lso,  with each successive F arm  B ill,  the conservation district’ s work loads have increased 
ex ponentially.   I n the first year of the 2 0 0 9  farm  b ill,  conservation district em ployees have 
assisted L ouisiana farm ers and ranchers im plem ent conservation m easures valued at over 1 0 8  
m illion federal dollars.   T his is a larg e annual investm ent that provides sig nificant environm ental 



and economic benefits to rural Louisiana.  All of Louisiana’s citizens ultimately benefit from 
th ese ag ricultural p rog rams. 
 
S oil erosion decreases soil p roductiv ity,  reduces crop  yields,  increases p roduction costs,  
adv ersely imp acts w ater q uality and contributes to flooding .  I t is not p ossible to p lace an 
accurate dollar v alue on a ton of soil w ash ed off th e land in terms of lost p roductiv ity and off-site 
damag es,  yet in th e p ast fiscal year,  ap p rox imately 4 5 , 0 0 0  landow ners receiv ed tech nical 
assistance th roug h  th e district p rog rams,  and conserv ation p ractices w ere ap p lied to 
ap p rox imately 1 .2  million acres of land.  I t is estimated th at th e imp lementation of th e 
conserv ation p ractices sav ed ov er 2 .5  million tons of soil from eroding  and w ash ing  into our 
lak es,  streams,  and drainw ays each  year.  I n terms of p roductiv ity,  th is eq uates to p rev enting  th e 
ex cessiv e loss of top  soil from ov er 5 , 0 0 0  acres of crop land annually.  I f th ese acres w ere p lanted 
in cotton,  it w ould result in a v alue added loss of fiv e to six  million dollars each  year in farm 
income.  Accumulativ e losses could ex ceed a q uarter of a billion dollars in ten years or less.  S oil 
and w ater conserv ation ag reements are also being  imp lemented on nearly 8 5 0 , 0 0 0  acres of 
marsh lands.  W etland manag ement p lans are p resently being  imp lemented on most of th is 
acreag e.  T h e district p rog ram is th e only sig nificant state p rog ram th at p rov ides indiv idual 
landow ners w ith  coastal marsh land and interior w etland p rotection assistance. 
 
Also,  F ederal leg islation req uires farmers w h o farm h ig h ly erodible lands to h av e conserv ation 
p lans dev elop ed and conserv ation measures fully imp lemented on th eir land.  U nless th ese 
federal req uirements are met,  landow ners are not elig ible for U S D A p rog ram benefits.  T h e 
district and th e N R C S  are req uired to continue to p rov ide tech nical assistance to p rog ram 
p articip ants from year to year to insure th ey maintain th eir elig ibility for federal p rog ram 
benefits.  Louisiana farmers in recent years h av e receiv ed on an av erag e more th an 1 4 0  million 
dollars in commodity crop  benefits.  A larg e amount of th ese benefits could be in j eop ardy if th e 
farms are not in comp liance w ith  th e conserv ation p rov isions of p ast F arm B ill reg ulations and 
req uirements. 
 
 
O S W C / L D N R  M u l t i -Y e a r  C o a s t a l  M a r s h  R e -v e g e t a t i o n  P l a n t i n g  P r o g r a m  
 
T h ere are ex tensiv e benefits deriv ed th roug h  th e district p rog ram in th e areas of w ater q uality 
p rotection,  soil stability and fertility,  w etlands manag ement and coastal p rotection.  T h e O S W C  
in a j oint effort w ith  th e Louisiana D ep artment of N atural R esources ( D N R )  conducts a maj or 
w etland re-v eg etation p rog ram and assists D N R  w ith  oth er comp onents of th eir coastal w etland 
manag ement and p rotection p rog ram.  U nder th is p rog ram,  nearly 7 0 0  miles of site sp ecific p lant 
materials h av e been p lanted to p rotect sh orelines and w etlands from eroding  th roug h out coastal 
Louisiana.  T h is p rog ram results in p rotection of ten’s of th ousands of acres of coastal marsh land 
from being  destroyed by erosion and deg radation.  Also,  th e Assistant C ommissioner for th e 
O S W C  is a member of th e C oastal P rotection and R estoration Auth ority of Louisiana,  th e 
Atch afalaya B asin R esearch  and P romotion B oard,  Louisiana G round W ater C ommission,  
C limate C h ang e P olicy C ommission and oth er natural resource commissions and boards. 
 
 



USDA- St a t e  C o o p e r a t i v e  So i l  Su r v e y  P r o g r a m  
 
T h e  O S W C  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  a g e n c y  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  N R C S  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
F e d e r a l  - S t a t e  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o i l  S u r v e y  P r o g r a m .   D i s t r i c t  a n d  O S W C  p e r s o n n e l  a s s i s t  i n  
p r o v i d i n g  s o i l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t o  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t i e s .   T h e  s o i l  s u r v e y  i s  a  
b a s i c  t o o l  u s e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  u s e s  a n d  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  s o i l  a s  w e l l  a s  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .   T h e  S o i l  S u r v e y  d a t a  i s  a l s o  u s e d  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  l a n d s  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  U . S .  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  4 0 4  J u r i s d i c t i o n a l  W e t l a n d s  
a n d  p r i o r  c o n v e r t e d  a n d  f a r m e d  w e t l a n d s  u n d e r  N R C S  j u r i s d i c t i o n .   T h e s e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  a r e  
c r i t i c a l  i n  r e g a r d  t o  l a n d o w n e r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  U S D A  p r o g r a m  b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  i f  a  
l a n d o w n e r  i s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  w e t l a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .   T h e  S o i l  S u r v e y  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
t o o l  u s e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  r e q u i r e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  m a n y  
s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  p r o p e r  p l a n n i n g  o f  a n y  t y p e  l a n d  u s e  o r  
d e v e l o p m e n t .   
 
 
E P A C l e a n  W a t e r  Ac t ,  Se c t i o n  3 1 9  – Ag r i c u l t u r a l  N o n p o i n t  So u r c e  P r o t e c t i o n  P r o g r a m  
 
T h e  O S W C  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  n o n p o i n t  s o u r c e  p o l l u t i o n  a b a t e m e n t  
p r o g r a m  o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s .   T h i s  p r o g r a m ,  t h r o u g h  E P A  g r a n t s ,  g e n e r a t e s  o v e r  f o u r  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y  i n  c o s t -s h a r e  f u n d s  f o r  i m p l e m e n t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  p r o t e c t i o n  m e a s u r e s  o n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  l a n d s .   T h e  O S W C  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  F o r e s t r y  o n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  m a t t e r s .   T h e  
O S W C ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y ,  c a r r i e s  o u t  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s .    C u r r e n t  g r a n t s  a r e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1 2  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n c l u d i n g  f e d e r a l  a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s .   T h i s  e f f o r t  c o u l d  a l s o  
d o u b l e  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .   T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  
F a r m  B i l l  a n d  t h e  E P A  N o n p o i n t  S o u r c e  P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  p r o g r a m s  p r o v i d e s  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  t h e  S t a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .    
 
T h e  a m o u n t  o f  E P A  f e d e r a l  c o s t -s h a r e  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e  
t o  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .   A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  d i s t r i c t  w o r k l o a d s  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n c r e a s e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  a s s i s t  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  u s e r s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  c i t i z e n s .    A t  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  l e v e l s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d s  b e i n g  p u t  o n  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  t h e  O S W C  t o  i n c r e a s e  e f f o r t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  
i m p l e m e n t  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  n o n p o i n t  s o u r c e  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  o n  a l l  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .   T h e  
w a t e r  q u a l i t y  p r o t e c t i o n  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  O S W C  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  
f u t u r e .    
 
 
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g  P r o g r a m  
 
I n  1 9 9 3 ,  t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  A c t  5 8 9  d i r e c t e d  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
a n d  F o r e s t r y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  S m o k e  M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m ,  a  v o l u n t a r y  t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r a m  t o  c e r t i f y  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  c o n d u c t  p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n i n g  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c r o p s ;  s p e c i f i c a l l y  



burning of sugar cane crop residue as a harvest management practice.  The OSWC, in 
partnership w ith the L SU  A g Center, conducts annual  training sessions for the certification of 
agricul tural  prescribed burners.  Over 1 7 0 0  individual s have been certified to conduct prescribed 
burns incl uding 1 7 5  certified or recertified this current y ear ( 2 0 0 9 ) .  Training sessions are 
conducted annual l y , prior to the start of the sugar cane harvest season.  I ndividual s are req uired 
to be recertified every  five y ears.  This program has resul ted in a dramatic reduction in nuisance 
compl aints of off-site impacts from smok e and ash associated w ith agricul ture burning. 
 
 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o l i d  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m  
 
The OSWC is responsibl e for devel oping and impl ementing the state’ s A gricul ture Sol id Waste 
B est M anagement P ractice P rogram.  This program provides for beneficial  use of w aste steams 
generated by  agricul ture producers and agricul ture, aq uacul ture and forestry  processors.  This 
program provides an opportunity  for processors and producers to compl y  w ith state and federal  
environmental  mandates in a non-regul atory  manner, thereby  reducing costs for both the state 
and the agricul ture, aq uacul ture and forestry  industries.  A l though this program has substantial l y  
increased the OSWC’ s w ork l oad in recent y ears, there w ere no state funds provided to assist in 
impl emention.  This program has al ready  resul ted in hundreds of agricul ture producers and 
processors impl ementing w ater q ual ity  protection B est M anagement P l ans that provide for the 
beneficial  use of agricul tural , seafood and w ood w aste that may  have otherw ise gone to l andfil l s.  
I t is difficul t to estimate the economic benefits this vol untary  program provides, but it is cl ear 
that it reduces costs to the w aste generators as w el l  as to, the states’  environmental  regul atory  
agencies. 
 
F e d e r a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  
 
These conservation programs incl ude the E nvironmental  Q ual ity  I ncentives P rogram ( E Q I P ) , 
Wetl and R eserve P rogram ( WR P ) , Wil dl ife H abitat I ncentive P rogram ( WH I P ) , Conservation 
Stew ardship P rogram ( CSP ) . G rassl and R eserve P rogram ( G R P ) , Conservation R eserve P rogram 
( CR P ) , Conservation R eserve E nhancement P rogram ( CR E P ) , G raz ingl ands Conservation 
I ncentive ( G L CI ) , E mergency  Watershed P rotection ( E WP ) , Water Q ual ity  I mprovement 
P roj ects, Waterfow l  H abitat I mprovement P roj ects and others.  Compl iance w ith the 
req uirements of some of these programs affects the el igibil ity  of farmers to participate in other 
F ederal  benefit programs.  The OSWC, w ork ing through l ocal  soil  and w ater conservation 
districts, provides assistance to l andow ners to insure they  remain in compl iance w ith a w ide 
range of federal  and state regul ations.  The above l isted programs have provided in ex cess of 3 0 0  
mil l ion dol l ars in cost-share funds to L ouisiana l andow ners since 2 0 0 6  and w i l l  provide an 
additional  2 0 0  mil l ion dol l ars over the nex t tw o y ears.  These programs reduce the w ork l oads of 
state environmental  regul atory  agencies and reduce regul atory  req uirements of private 
l andow ners and provide ex tensive environmental  and economic benefits and at a reduced cost to 
l andow ners, agricul ture, aq uacul ture and forestry  rel ated businesses and to the State of 
L ouisiana.   
 
Over the l ast fifteen y ears under the U SD A  Wetl and R eserve P rogram ( WR P )  w e have tak en 
over 2 2 0 ,0 0 0  acres of marginal  farmed w etl ands out of agricul ture production and pl anted this 



acreage to bottomland hardwoods and other native wetland vegetation.  This is a land easement 
p rogram that allows the land to remain on the tax  rolls,  p ermits the landowner limited u se of  the 
land and p rovides f or soil and water p rotection,  wildlif e habitat and timber imp rovements and 
f loodwater retention.  This p rogram has already  p rovided over $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to landowners in 
L ou isiana.  This p rogram has also been instru mental in assisting state and f ederal wildlif e 
agencies in reestablishing critical habitat f or the endangered L ou isiana B lack  B ear. The O S W C  
and districts also f ace a signif icant challenge in work ing with the f ederal agencies and 
landowners in an ef f ort to redu ce adverse imp acts associated with E P A  and the U .S . A rmy  C orp s 
of  E ngineers p ermitting actions on j u risdictional wetlands.  N early  a half  million acres of  the 
state’ s p rime f armlands have been af f ected by  f ederal wetland mandates. 
 
The O S W C ,  in p artnership  with the N R C S  and F S A ,  is directly  resp onsible f or p lanning and 
imp lementation of  the C onservation R eserve E nhancement P rogram ( C R E P ) .  The C R E P  is a 
volu ntary ,  incentive based conservation p rogram that has p rovided over $ 1 2 0  million dollars in 
incentive p ay ments and cost-share p ay ments to f armers and ranchers in the lower O u achita R iver 
B asin in northeast L ou isiana.  P rogram p articip ants have tak en 5 0 , 0 0 0  acres of  marginal 
crop land ou t of  p rodu ction;  crop land deemed environmentally  sensitive du e to f req u ent 
inu ndation or ex cessive soil erosion p otential.  C onverting these marginal crop lands to 
woodlands or native grasses increases wildlif e habitat,  imp roves f lood p rotection and water 
q u ality  throu ghou t the region,  as well as redu cing crop -loss su bsidy  p ay ments. This p rogram will 
p rovide signif icant long-term economic and environmental benef it f or this entire region of  the 
state.  The O S W C  is cu rrently  p lanning the C oastal P rairie C R E P  /  W ater Q u ality  I mp rovement 
P rogram in p artnership  with the F S A  and N R C S ,  The N atu re C onservancy  of  L ou isiana,  
L ou isiana D u ck s U nlimited and the local soil and water conservation districts in sou thwest L A .  
The f ocu s of  this p rogram is to p rotect and imp rove water q u ality  and to establish and/ or imp rove 
endangered,  native tall-grass p rairie ecosy stems in a seven p arish area.  The p rogram is 
stru ctu red to allow f or the O S W C  to u se limited state f u nds to leverage ap p rox imately  8 0  million 
dollars in f ederal,  p rivate and non-p rof it conservation organiz ation f u nds to p rovide incentives to 
landowners to tak e their marginal crop land ou t of  p rodu ction and p lant it to native tall-grass 
p rairie vegetation.  This p roj ect,  when f u ll y  imp lemented,  will redu ce sediment loading of  
drainway s and streams by  3 0  p ercent,  will restore nearly  2 0 , 0 0 0  acres of  native grass sp ecies to 
serve as critical habitat f or declining,  threatened and endangered sp ecies and other wildlif e,  will 
increase acreage of  shallow water areas and wetlands f or wildlif e,  and will redu ce su rf ace water 
imp airments cau sed by  nu trients and p esticides.  This p roj ect will also redu ce the u se of  water 
f rom the already  stressed C hicot A q u if er by  redu cing the acreage of  crop land irrigation. 
 
 
Conservation Information-E d u c ation/ O u treac h  P rog rams 
 
P roj ect W E T ( W ater E du cation f or Teachers) ,  an interdiscip linary  water science and edu cation 
p rogram f or f ormal and non-f ormal edu cators of  stu dents grades k -1 2 ,  has been cosp onsored in 
L A  by  the L D A F / O S W C  and the L A  A ssociation of  C onservation D istricts since 1 9 9 6  and is 
designed to p rovide y ou ng p eop le with the k nowledge and sk ills needed to mak e inf ormed 
decisions regarding water resou rce management.. U nits of  stu dy  inclu de watersheds,  wetlands,  
water science,  su rf ace and grou nd water,  atmosp heric water,  wastewater management and many  
other relevant top ics. This is the O S W C ’ s centerp iece edu cation p rogram,  throu gh which 



educators receive the Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide for extended water 
conservation related activity use in the classroom.   H ealthy Water,  H ealthy Peop le is a water 
q uality education p rog ram desig ned b y Project WET to encourag e deep er investig ation of water 
q uality top ics,  issues and p arameters throug h materials ap p rop riate for educators of students in 
g rades 6  throug h university level.   The Wonders of Wetlands ( WO W)  curriculum sup p lement 
contains numerous activities covering  all p arameters of wetlands study including  estuarine,  
riverine,  and interior/ up land wetlands of all typ es,  salinity reg imes,  soil typ es,  hab itats,  wildlife,  
and aq uatic org anisms.  The activities of all three curriculum sup p lements are formatted 
identically to each other,  creating  op p ortunities for educators to b uild comp rehensive,  standards-
b ased water and wetlands related lesson p lans and study units.  An averag e total of 5 0 0  educators 
p er year are trained in 6 -hour educator WET,  H WH P,  and WO W work shop s.   Educational 
“ Water F estivals’  are hosted annually in L A either b y the O S WC,  local conservation districts,  the 
L S U  Ag  Center,  or all three entities in p artnership  throug h which 3 0 0 -6 0 0  students p er festival 
learn ab out water conservation at interactive activity stations.   Project WET is the p rog rammatic 
b ack b one of all these festivals 
 
Every year,  most of the 4 4  conservation districts p articip ate in the annual S oil &  Water 
S tewardship  Prog ram,  which consists of various materials dep icting  an annually revised 
conservation theme,  and are develop ed and distrib uted to districts b y the N ational Association of 
Conservation D istricts.  This p rog ram b enefits all memb ers of the community b y p roviding  a 
sp ecific theme or frame of awareness for enhancing  p ub lic p ercep tion of conservation needs.  
S tewardship  materials are distrib uted throug hout the community in many forms such as 
b ook mark s,  fact sheets,  children’ s coloring  b ook s,  calendars,  p lace mats,  informational b ook lets,  
and other items.  These items are g enerally distrib uted throug h various civic org aniz ations,  
church g athering s,  Parish fairs,  and similar events,  reaching  tens of thousands of children and 
families annually.  
 
The L ouisiana M aster F armer Prog ram help s ag ricultural p roducers voluntarily address 
environmental concerns related to p roduction ag riculture,  as well as enhance their p roduction 
and resource manag ement sk ills that will b e critical for the continued viab ility of L ouisiana 
ag riculture.  This p rog ram involves p roducers b ecoming  more k nowledg eab le ab out 
environmental stewardship ,  resource-b ased p roduction and resource manag ement throug h a 
voluntary p roducer certification p rocess.  The M aster F ramer p rog ram’ s education comp onent is 
led b y the L S U  Ag riculture Center,  the p rep aration and imp lementation of farm-sp ecific 
conservation p ractices and resource manag ement systems is the resp onsib ility of the local 
conservation districts and the N R CS .   Q ualifying  p roducers are then certified as L ouisiana 
M aster F armers b y the L A Commissioner of Ag riculture &  F orestry.  
 
 
 
I M P A C T S  
 
The dollar value derived from p rotecting  the state’ s soil resource b ase and our coastal and 
interior wetlands are difficult to estab lish as is the monetary value of k eep ing  sediment and 
ag riculture chemicals out of our waters.   We do k now,  however,  that the state social and 
economic future dep ends on no further deg radation of the state’ s soil and water resources.  



 
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  O S W C  a n d  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  e f f o r t s ,  m a n y  f e d e r a l l y  f u n d e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m s  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s  t o  L o u i s i a n a .   
W i t h o u t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  b y  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e s e  
p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e  a d v e r s e l y  i m p a c t e d .   T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  t h o s e  p r o g r a m s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  U S D A  F a r m  B i l l s  a n d  t h e  E P A  a g r i c u l t u r a l  n o n p o i n t  s o u r c e  p o l l u t i o n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  
p r o g r a m s .   W i t h o u t  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
p r o v i d e d  a n n u a l l y  i n  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s .   T h e  
l o s s  o f  t h e s e  f u n d s  w o u l d  w e a k e n  o u r  s t a t e ’ s  e c o n o m y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  l o s t  j o b s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  
o f  f o r e c l o s u r e s  a n d  r e d u c i n g  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  p r o t e c t i o n .  
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O F F I C E  O F  S O I L  &  W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  



 S T R A T E G I C  P L A N  
 
The Office of Soil & Water Conservation is charged by the State legislature with the 
conservation and p rotection of the state’ s soil and water resources  
“ as necessary to p rotect and p rom ote the health,  safety and general welfare of its p eop le” .   The 
OSWC is authoriz ed to establish conservation p rogram s for the p urp ose of work ing with 
landowners and other governm ental entities in p lanning and im p lem enting soil and water 
conservation and p rotective m easures on the land.   M any of the Office’ s activities are carried out 
in p artnership s with 4 4  Soil & Water Conservation D istricts,  the U SD A  N atural R esources 
Conservation Service and others.   The Office of Soil & Water Conservation p rovides technical 
and financial assistance to the Conservation D istricts through the State Soil & Water 
Conservation Com m ission.  
 
V I S I O N :   “ A  P roductive L ouisiana A griculture in H arm ony With a Q uality E nvironm ent”  
 
M I S S I O N :    
The m ism anagem ent of agriculture p rocesses and soil and water resources results  in loss of soil 
p roductivity,  degradation of water q uality and wetlands,  and increased flooding.  The p rotection 
of these basic resources are necessary to p rotect the health,  safety,  and general welfare of our 
p eop le.  The m ission of the Office of Soil and Water Conservation ( OSWC)  is to sustain and 
conserve water q uality and soil stability on crop lands,  woodlands,  grasslands,  wetlands,  and 
waterways of L ouisiana.   This is accom p lished by p roviding financial assistance,  adm inistrative  
sup p ort,  centraliz ed direction and coordination to L ouisiana’ s 4 4  Soil and Water Conservation 
D istricts ( SWCD )  which p rovide conservation p lanning services to landowners and m anagers,  
and by serving as the official state coop erating agency with the U SD A  N atural R esources 
Conservation Service ( N R CS)  as req uired for federal conservation p rogram  benefits.   Through 
this uniq ue federal-state-local p artnership ,  agricultural water q uality and soil loss p roblem s will 
be p roactively addressed while considering p rivate landowner needs and obj ectives.   
 
P H I L O S O P H Y :    
L ouisiana agriculture should be p erceived by the p ublic as environm entally com p atible with the 
q uality of our soil,  water,  air,  p lants,  and anim als and a benign com p onent of our state’ s 
bountiful natural resources and alluring landscap e.   This p roductive landscap e,  m ost of which is 
p rivately owned,  m ust continue to be p rop erly m anaged to m aintain the subtle balance and 
com p atibility between agriculture and the environm ent.   B y develop ing and im p lem enting 
econom ically feasible,  voluntary natural resource m anagem ent p rogram s,  traditional land uses 
and agricultural activities will continue in an environm entally sound m anner.  
 
G O A L :     
To achieve a p roductive balance between L ouisiana agriculture p rocesses and a healthy 
environm ent,  wherein soil loss is reduced to within tolerable li m its,  water q uality im p airm ents 
due to agriculture p rocesses are significantly reduced,  and the q uality of the state’ s wildlife 
habitat,  wetlands,  and other natural areas are enhanced.   
 



OBJECTIVE I. ( S OIL  ER OS ION  CON TR OL ) :   A p p l y  s o i l  e r o s i o n  r e d u c t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  o n  
4 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  c r o p l a n d ,  g r a z i n g l a n d ,  r a n g e l a n d  a n d  f o r e s t l a n d ,  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f   
6 7 5 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  t o p s o i l  f o r  a  c u m u l a t i v e  t o t a l  o f  3 , 3 7 5 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  t o p s o i l  s a v e d  f r o m  t h e  
2 0 1 1  l e v e l  t o  2 0 1 6 .  
 
S TR A TEG Y  1 .1     R e d u c e  c r o p l a n d  e r o s i o n  o n  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .  

 
-E n c o u r a g e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  b y  l a n d  u s e r s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  t i l l a g e  p r a c t i c e s ,  c r o p  r e s i d u e  
 m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o v e r  c r o p s ,  c o n t o u r  s t r i p s  a n d  o t h e r  B e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s  o n  h i g h l y  
e r o d a b l e  c r o p l a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  I n c e n t i v e s  P r o g r a m  ( E Q I P )  a n d  
o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i n i t i a t i v e s . 
- S W C D  w i l l  d e v e l o p  B e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s  P l a n s  s p e c i f i c  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d u s e r  
 o p e r a t i o n s . 

 
S TR A TEG Y  1 .2     R e d u c e  g r a z i n g l a n d / r a n g e l a n d  e r o s i o n  o n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s . 

 
-C a u s e  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  p l a n n e d  g r a z i n g  s y s t e m s ,  s t r e a m b a n k  r e s t o r a t i o n  
p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  m u l t i p l e  l a n d  u s e  p l a n s  o n  g r a z i n g l a n d   t h r o u g h  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Q u a l i t y  I n c e n t i v e s  P r o g r a m  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S t e w a r d s h i p  P r o g r a m . 
-S W C D s  w i l l  d e v e l o p  g r a z i n g  p l a n s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  i n t e g r i t y  o f  p a s t u r e l a n d  s o i l s  b y  
p r o m o t i n g  g r a z i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  d i v e r s i t y  o f  l a n d  u s e s .   
-M a i n t a i n  n a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  h y d r o l o g y  o n  r a n g e l a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  E Q I P  a n d  
t h e  C S P . 
-S W C D s  w i l l  w o r k  t o  d e v e l o p  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p l a n s  t o  e n h a n c e  n a t i v e  

                        r a n g e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r e  h y d r o l o g y  ( h i s t o r i c  d r a i n a g e  p a t t e r n s ) .  
    
S TR A TEG Y  1 .3     R e d u c e  f o r e s t l a n d  e r o s i o n  o n  5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .   

 
-P r o m o t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  t r e e  a n d  s h r u b  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o n  m a r g i n a l  
c r o p l a n d  a n d  b a r r e n  l a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  W e t l a n d s  R e s e r v e  P r o g r a m  ( W R P ) ,  E Q I P  
a n d  C S P  p r o g r a m s . 
-S W C D s  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  d e v e l o p  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  

                        p l a n s  a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  f o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s . 
 
S TR A TEG Y  1 .4     En s u r e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c u r r e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  s o i l s  d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  c o n s e r v a t i o n                                           
p r a c t i c e s . 

- M a i n t a i n  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o i l  S u r v e y  A g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  U S D A  N a t u r a l  R e -                               
s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e . 
- O S W C  a n d  S W C D  w i l l  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e v i e w  a n d  u p d a t e  p r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
- A s s i s t  t h e  U S D A  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  i n  r e v i s i n g  s o i l  

                        c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  s o i l  u s e  p r o p e r t i e s . 
-S W C D  a n d  O S W C  w i l l  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e v i s e  s o i l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  d e t a i l e d  

                         f i e l d  a s s e s s m e n t s .    
-C o n t i n u e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  s o i l s  d a t a  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c o m p u t e r  d i g i t a l  f o r m a t . 
- P r o v i d e  l a n d  u s e r s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  s o i l s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  s e l e c t e d  u s e s .  



Accountability (Performance Indicators): 
 
* R e d u c t i o n  i n  S o i l  E r o s i o n :  A c r e s  t r e a t e d  
* R e d u c t i o n  i n  S o i l  E r o s i o n :  T o n  o f  t o p s o i l  s a v e d

                                              
*  N o . O f  L a n d o w n e r s  P r o v i d e d  T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  
 

              C U S T O M E R S                                         L IM IT IN G  F AC T O R S     
             -L a n d  u s e r s / C o o p e r a t o r s                             -F u n d i n g  
             -L e g i s l a t u r e                                                 -S o i l  T y p e s / T o p o g r a p h y  
             -C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s                               -L a n d u s e  P r a c t i c e s    
              -S e a s o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n d i t i o n s  
 
O B J E C T IV E  II. (R E D U C T IO N  O F  AG  W AS T E  ): R educe th e disp osal of ag riculture solid 
w aste from ag ricultural p rocessing  op erations by increasing  its beneficial use as org anic 
fertiliz er,  mulch ,  and oth er useful p roducts to 5 4 %  from th e 2 0 1 1  lev el to 2 0 1 6 . 
 
S T R AT E G Y  2 .1  Increase beneficial use of ag ricultural org anic w aste from p rocessing  
op erations by 5 %                                    

-I m p l e m e n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  s o l i d  w a s t e  a n d  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  
 a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o c e s s o r s  s u c h  a s  s u g a r  a n d  r i c e  m i l l s , c o t t o n  g i n s , a n d  
 s e a f o o d  p r o c e s s o r s . 
-O S W C  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  n e e d  a n d  d e s i g n  o f  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  u p o n  
 i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t y . 
-A s s i s t  p r o c e s s o r s  t o  d e v e l o p  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  t h a t  m e e t  a l l  s t a t e  
 a n d  f e d e r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s . 

 
S T R AT E G Y  2 .2  M anag e and reduce disp osal of w aste from 1 0 0  animal w aste facilities              

 
-D e s i g n , i m p l e m e n t , a n d / o r  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a n i m a l  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  
s y s t e m s  o n  l i v e s t o c k  o p e r a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  d a i r y  f a r m s , c a t t l e  a n d  p o r k  
f e e d l o t s , a n d  p o u l t r y  o p e r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  
I n c e n t i v e s  P r o g r a m  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o g r a m s . 
-O S W C  w o r k s  w i t h  p a r t n e r i n g  a g e n c i e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  n e e d  a n d  d e s i g n  o f                                                
w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m .    
-D e s i g n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m s  w h i c h  
 p r o m o t e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w a s t e , s o i l  t e s t i n g  f o r  f e r t i l i z e r  
 a p p l i c a t i o n , s t r e a m s i d e  m a n a g e m e n t  z o n e s  a n d  b u f f e r s , l e g u m e  c o v e r  
 c r o p s , a n d  g r e e n  m a n u r e  c r o p s . 
-O S W C  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  r a t e  o f  n u t r i e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  a n i m a l  
 w a s t e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  l a n d  c o v e r  b a s e d  o n  s o i l s . 

 
 
 
S T R AT E G Y  2 .3  D esig n and imp lement comp osting  and oth er beneficial uses of 
ag ricultural w astes for 6 0 %  of ag riculture p rocessors. 



 
-O S W C  a n d  S W C D s e v a l u a t e  a g r i c u l t u r e  o p e r a t i o n s a s n e e d e d  f o r  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m p o st i n g  p l a n . 
- A ssi st  p r o c e sso r  i n  se e k i n g  v i a b l e  w a st e  u se  o p t i o n s. 

 
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  ( P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s ) :  
          *  P e r c e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  W a st e  U t i l i z e d  f o r  B e n e f i c i a l  U se .        

   ( F i e l d  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  f e r t i l i z e r  o r  m u l c h ,  e t c .)  
 

*  N u m b e r  o f  W a st e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n s D e v e l o p e d                                                                                     
 

 *  N u m b e r  o f  S i t e  S p e c i f i c  W a st e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n s I m p l e m e n t e d . 
 

            C U S T O M E R S                                          L I M I T I N G  F A C T O R S  
      -L o c a l  c i t i z e n s/ C o m m u n i t y                             -F u n d i n g  
      -P r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s                                        -P r o d u c t  d e m a n d  
      -A g  P r o c e sso r s                                                -S o i l  T y p e / T o p o g r a p h y  
      -L e g i sl a t u r e                                                      -L a n d u se  p r a c t i c e s  
      -C o n se r v a t i o n  D i st r i c t s                                   -S e a so n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n d i t i o n s  
         
O B J E C T I V E  I I I .  ( P R O T E C T I O N  O F  W E T L A N D S  A N D  W I L D L I F E  H A B I T A T ) :   
R e -v e g e t a t e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  1 5 0  m i l e s  o f  c o a s t a l  a n d  i n t e r i o r  s h o r e l i n e  f o r  a  c u m u l a t i v e  t o t a l  
o f  7 9 5  m i l e s  b y  2 0 1 6  a n d  p r o t e c t ,  e n h a n c e  a n d  r e s t o r e  1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  i n l a n d  a n d  c o a s t a l  
w e t l a n d s ,  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  
 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 1     E n h a n c e  u p l a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s      

 
-A ssi st  l a n d o w n e r s t o  d e v e l o p  c o n se r v a t i o n  p l a n s o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s t o  
 I n c l u d e  sh e l t e r b e l t s,  f i e l d  b o r d e r s,  r i p a r i a n  c o r r i d o r s a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  
 m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s t h r o u g h  t h e  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  I n c e n t i v e s P r o g r a m ,  
 t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  I n c e n t i v e s P r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h e  C o n se r v a t i o n  
 R e se r v e  P r o g r a m .  
- S W C D  w i l l  a ssi st  t o  e v a l u a t e  a n d  r a n k  a r e a  f o r  h a b i t a t  su i t a b i l i t y  a n d  
 t y p e  a n d  e st a b l i sh  p r o j e c t  p r i o r i t i e s f o r  e n r o l m e n t  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  
 p r o g r a m s. 

 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 2     R e s t o r e  a n d  e n h a n c e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  i n t e r i o r  w e t l a n d s  a n d  b o t t o m l a n d  
                                h a r d w o o d s  o n  m a r g i n a l  c r o p l a n d .      

-E n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e e st a b l i sh m e n t  o f  b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d s a n d / o r  
 t r a d i t i o n a l  h y d r o l o g y  r e g i m e s o n  m a r g i n a l  c r o p l a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
 W e t l a n d s R e se r v e  P r o g r a m  , t h e  D u c k s U n l i m i t e d -L o u i si a n a  W a t e r f o w l  
 P r o j e c t  a n d  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s. 
-S W C D  w i l l  a ssi st  i n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  si t e  su i t a b i l i t y  f o r  w e t l a n d  a n d                                                     
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  v a l u e  a n d  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o g r a m s. 

 
S T R A T E G Y  3 . 3  R e -v e g e t a t e  1 5 0  m i l e s  o f  c o a s t a l  a n d  i n t e r i o r  s h o r e l i n e s  a n d  d e v e l o p ,  



revise, a n d  im p l em en t  p l a n s t o  en h a n c e 9 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c res o f  c o a st a l  a n d  in t erio r                                
m a rsh l a n d s.     

-C o n t i n u e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
 R e s o u r c e s / C o a s t a l  R e s t o r a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  -L D A F / O S W C  C o a s t a l  M a r s h  
 R e -v e g e t a t i o n  P r o g r a m .  
-O S W C ,  S W C D  e v a l u a t e  s i t e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  
 s u c c e s s  o f  r e -v e g e t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s . 
-O S W C  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  o n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  C o a s t a l                                             
W e t l a n d s  T a s k  F o r c e . 
- P l a n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  m a r s h  r e -v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  f o r  

                                   C o a s t a l  Z o n e  P a r i s h e s  
-O S W C  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  p r o j e c t  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  C o a s t a l  r e -v e g e t a t i o n  
P r o g r a m . 
-O S W C  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d   
 i m p l e m e n t i n g  C o a s t a l  W e t l a n d  P l a n n i n g ,  P r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t  
 P r o j e c t s . 
-O S W C  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
 L o u i s i a n a  C o a s t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e s t o r a t i o n  P r o g r a m . 

 
A c c o u n t a b il it y  ( P erf o rm a n c e I n d ic a t o rs)  

*A c r e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w e t l a n d s  r e s t o r e d  d u r i n g  y e a r  
 
*A c r e s  o f  w e t l a n d  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e d  d u r i n g  y e a r   
 
*M i l e s  o f  s h o r e l i n e  t r e a t e d  f o r  e r o s i o n  c o n t r o l  

 
               C U S T O M E R S                                   L I M I T I N G  F A C T O R S  
             -L a n d o w n e r s                                          -C l i m a t e / S t o r m  e v e n t s  
             -R e c r e a t i o n a l  &  C o m m e r c i a l                 -F u n d i n g   



              F i sh e r m e n                                             -L a n d o w n e r  m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s 
             -P a r i sh  G o v e r n m e n t s                             -S o i l  T y p e / T e x t u r e  
             -I n t e r a g e n c y  P e r so n n e l                           -H e r b i v o r e  d a m a g e        
             -C o n se r v a t i o n  Di st r i c t s                         -L a n d o w n e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n   
             -L e g i sl a t u r e                                             -E c o n o m i c  f e a si b i l i t y  o f  e r o si o n  c o n t r o l  p r a c t i c e s  
 
O B J E C T I V E  I V . ( W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y ) :  R e d u c e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i m p a i r m e n t s  c a u s e d  b y  
a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  v e g e t a t i v e  B u f f e r s  r i p a r i a n  a c r e s  
a n d  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t .  
 
S T R A T E G Y  4 . 1     E s t a b l i s h  a  t o t a l  o f  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  f e e t  o f  v e g e t a t i v e  b u f f e r  ( f i l t e r  s t r i p s )  
b e t w e e n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  a n d  w a t e r w a y s .      

 
-E st a b l i sh  c o n se r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s su c h  a s r i p a r i a n  b u f f e r s, f i l t e r  st r i p s, 
g r a sse d  w a t e r w a y s, a n d  w e l l h e a d  p r o t e c t i o n  a r e a s t h r o u g h  t h e  
 C R P , E Q I P  a n d  C S P .            
-S W C Ds e v a l u a t e  i m p a i r m e n t s t o  w a t e r  b o d i e s r e su l t i n g  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o c e sse s a n d  e st a b l i sh  w a t e r sh e d  m a n a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h e s t o  a d d r e ss 
i d e n t i f i e d  c a u se s. 

 
S T R A T E G Y  4 . 2     R e s t o r e  2 , 0 8 0  m i l e s  o f  r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t  

 
-I m p l e m e n t  c o n se r v a t i o n  a n d  r e st o r a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s t o  p r o t e c t  st r e a m b a n k s 
 a t  c a t t l e  c r o ssi n g s a n d  w a t e r i n g  a r e a s.  
-S W C D w i l l  d e si g n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n se r v a t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t  
 sy st e m s.  

 
S T R A T E G Y  4 . 4     R e d u c e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  d i s c h a r g e  a n d  r u n o f f  f r o m  1 0 0  a n i m a l  w a s t e                                                           
f a c i l i t i e s .  ( S i m i l a r  e f f o r t  a s  i n  S T R A T E G Y  2 . 2 )  
 

-De si g n , i m p l e m e n t  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a n i m a l  w a st e  m a n a g e m e n t  sy st e m s o n  
l i v e st o c k   o p e r a t i o n s su c h  a s d a i r y  f a r m  ,c a t t l e  a n d  p o r k  f e e d l o t s, a n d  
p o u l t r y   o p e r a t i o n s t h r o u g h  t h e  E Q I P  a n d  o t h e r  st a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o g r a m s. 
-O S W C  w o r k s w i t h  p a r t n e r i n g  a g e n c i e s t o  d e t e r m i n e  n e e d  a n d  d e si g n  o f  
 a n i m a l  w a st e  m a n a g e m e n t  sy st e m s.    
-De si g n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  sy st e m s w h i c h  
 p r o m o t e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w a st e , so i l  t e st i n g  f o r  f e r t i l i z e r  
 a p p l i c a t i o n , st r e a m si d e  m a n a g e m e n t  z o n e s a n d  b u f f e r s, l e g u m e  c o v e r  
 c r o p s, a n d  g r e e n  m a n u r e  c r o p s. 
-De t e r m i n e  t h e  r a t e  o f  si t e  sp e c i f i c  n u t r i e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

                                    so l i d  w a st e s, so i l s a n d  l a n d  c o v e r . 
 



Accountability (Performance Indicators) 
* Miles of vegetated buffer established. 

 
* Miles of rip arian  habitat restored. 

 
* N o. of c ertified agric ulture w etlan ds determ in ation s c om p leted. 

              
* N um ber of an i m al w aste m an agem en t sy stem s im p lem en ted      

 
* A c res of n utrien t m an agem en t sy stem s im p lem en ted                                                                      

 
                C U S T O M E R S                                          L IM IT IN G  F AC T O R S  
              -L oc al c itiz en s                                             -F un din g 
              -L an d users                                                  -C li m ate  
              -I n teragen c y  P erson n el                               -H y drology    
              -C on servation  D istric ts                               -T eac her P artic ip ation  
              -L egislature                                                 -L an duser P artic ip ation  

  -F orm al an d n on  form al educ ators                                                                                        
 
 

 
O B J E C T IV E  V .  (C O N S E R V AT IO N  IN F O R M AT IO N  E D U C AT IO N  AN D  O U T R E AC H ):   
S oil and w ater conserv ation training  ev ents w ill be conducted for 2 , 5 0 0  educators;  sch ool 
and community w ater festiv als and S oil &  W ater S tew ardsh ip  ev ents w ill be conducted for 
7 5 , 0 0 0  g rade sch ool students;  1 2 5  ag ricultural p roducers w ill be certified as L ouisiana 
M aster F armers;  Ag ricultural Prescribed B urning  certifications w ill be issued/ reissued for 
1 2 5 0  p roducers and 2 2 0  L ocally-L ed C onserv ation p lanning  meeting s w ill be conducted 
from 2 0 1 1  to 2 0 1 6 .   
 
 
S oil and w ater conserv ation education ev ents w ill be conducted in sch ools and communities 
th roug h out th e state,  w ith  sp ecial emp h asis p laced on th ose areas in w h ich  nonp oint source 
p ollution,  aq uifer ov erdraft and oth er soil and w ater concerns are deemed most critical.   
S oil and w ater conserv ation materials w ill be disseminated th roug h  sch ool and community 
v enues.  
 
S T R AT E G Y  5 . 1    5 0  Proj ect W E T  (W ater E ducation for T each ers),  W onders of W etlands,  
or H ealth y W ater,  H ealth y Peop le w ork sh op s for educators w ill be p lanned and 
imp lemented.      
 

- O S W C  an d S W C D s w ill w ork  w ith sc hool adm in istrators,  P arish sc ien c e 
sup ervisors,  un iversity  educ ation  m ethods p rofessors an d others to p lan  
educ ator w ork shop s 
- O S W C  w ill w ork  w ith other resourc e c on servation  agen c ies an d 
organ iz ation s to m ax i m iz e c on ten t an d outreac h p oten tial. 
- C orrelate w ork shop  ac tivities to G rade L evel E x p ec tation s as fun din g 
p erm its to m ax i m iz e educ ator/ studen t c lassroom  relevan c e. 



-Give priority to workshops planned in areas subject to NPS impairments, 
aq uif er overdraf t, etc.   
 

S T R A T E G Y  5 . 2    5  W a t e r  f e s t i v a l s  a n d  1 5 0  S o i l  &  W a t e r  S t e w a r d s h i p  e v e n t s  w i l l  b e  
c o n d u c t e d  f o r  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
 

-Desig n a series of  interactive activity stations f or each water f estival that 
illustrate local conservation concerns, needs and solutions 
- O SW C  will work with SW C Ds to encourag e local participation in the 
annually revised Soil Stewardship Prog ram and to tailor the inf ormation to 
local natural resource concerns.     

 
S T R A T E G Y  5 . 3    M a s t e r  F a r m e r  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
a c c o m m o d a t e  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  i n t o  t h e  L A  M a s t e r  F a r m e r  P r o g r a m .  
 

-The O SW C  and the local SW C Ds will coordinate with the U SDA  Natural 
R esources C onservation Service and the L SU  A g ricultural C enter to 
max imiz e participation in the M aster F armer training  sessions.  
-The SW C Ds will work with the U SDA -NR C S and L SU  to establish 
model f arms as proving  g rounds and M aster F armer training  sites.  
-The SW C Ds will review and approve R esource M anag ement System 
conservation plans as req uired f or producer certif ication as L A  M aster 
F armers.  
-the O SW C  will document completion of  all M aster F armer certif ication 
req uirements.   
 

 
S T R A T E G Y  5 . 4    A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  
c o n d u c t e d  t w i c e  a n n u a l l y  o r  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  m a x i m u m  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
b y  p r o d u c e r s .  
 

-the O W SC  will work with the L SU  A g ricultural C enter to plan and 
implement burning  certif ication training s as necessary.  
 
 

 
S T R A T E G Y  5 . 5    E a c h  S o i l  &  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  w i l l  h o s t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  L o c a l l y -
L e d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P l a n n i n g  m e e t i n g  a n n u a l l y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  n e e d s  a n d  
p r i o r i t i e s .  
 

-the SW C Ds will coordinate with the U SDA -NR C S to advertise and to set 
up meeting  times and places f or max imum stakeholder and public 
attendance.  
-the SW C Ds will utiliz e inf ormation g athered and priorities established to 
g uide their local ef f orts in conservation prog ram delivery 
 



  
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  ( P e r f o r m a n c e  I n d i c a t o r s )  

* Number of educators trained in water and wetlands conservation  
 

*Number of students reach ed th roug h  conservation festivals and soil stewardsh ip  events.  
 

*Number of L A  M aster F armers certified.  
              

* Number of p roducers certified/ recertified for ag ricultural p rescribed burning .    
 

* Number of L ocally -L ed conservation p lanning  meeting s conducted.    
 
                C U S T O M E R S                                          L I M I T I N G  F A C T O R S  
              -L ocal citiz ens                                             -F unding  
              -L and users                                                  -T each er P articip ation 
              -I nterag ency  P ersonnel                               -P ublic P articip ation 
              -C onservation D istricts                               -L and U ser/ P roducer p articip ation 
              -L eg islature                                                  

  -F ormal and non formal educators                                                                    
 



 


